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Dignity and PrecionJneſs of the Soul of 
Man, that Almighty Gob bas been pleaſed 
0 inſtitute a Sacra and Divine Office in 
bis Church, on paryoſe for the Benefit an 
Advantage of it: and to appoint a diftint# 
| Order of Men (his Miniſters I mean) whoſe 
whole Employ and Concern it is l 
40 wares over the Souls of bis People, and 
0 be accountable to him for the ſame. In 
. this. ful Service of GoD, and of. 
you? Souls,. I have now worn out more than 
three Apprenticeſhips among. ft ſome of you,” 
2 endeavouring with my uime Care and Dili- 
gence, to excite the careleſs and unconcerned 
Sinner on the one Hand, and to dire# the 
| weak and doubting Chriftian on the other, 


to the Pratiice of * heir reſpeffive Duties ; 


For it is bard to ſay from which Religion 


Saffers moſt, whether from the Want of Let 
in We or * EN of Zeal in K 


others. 


Tv Io the PRO IX 
others. Beſides my public Advices to you 
in Gop's Heuſe, your Copſciences cam wit- 
neſs for me, that I have taken Jome Pains, 
(and, if Go b continues my Health, I re- 
ſolve to take much more) in the Duty of 
private Iuſpertion, and Miniſterial Confe- 
rence with you, in your 0807 Honſes, in ore 
der to your Preparation for that venerable 
Ordinarge of the Lord's Supper, which, 
to the great Scandal of our moſt holy Reli- 
gion, is jo' ſhamefully neglected dy Auf | 
tudes of Perſons profeſſing Chriſtianity, of 
all Perſuaſions among ft, us; exhorting you 
eljo to jet up Religion and the Worſhip of 
God in your private Families, that Gon 
may dwell where you dwell. But the Au- 
ſwer of many of you has been this, Me want 
Abilities; we are willing, But not able ta 
perform theſe Duties without ſome Aſſiſt+ 
ance. In great Charity therefore to. thoſe 
of you who want ſuch a HELP as this, . 
and are willing to make uſe of it, I put 
this ſmall Book 5 into your Hands, which. I 
intreat you to accept, both as an Inftance 
of my Duty, and as a Monitor of your own. 
Kroto aſſuredly, Sirs, it will be the Por- 
tion of many of GOD Miniſters at tbe 
Great Day (1 pray God it may never be 
mine) to be called forth as Witneſſes againſt 
ive 01 * whes RIS Cd gp 
hu. 
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* wah, 


; wn ta, To. *» *» * w —— Mo. ts hos 


of my CHARGE. v 


rbus demand of ug, inthe Preſence of Men 


aud. Angels: Did you not admoniſh this 
« People of the Sin and Danger acreſo- 


N 1 Impiety? Did you noi warn them of 


t. their Weglect of Facraments and baly 
% Duties, publickly, privately, and per/on- 
& ally?” Muſt we not plainly and faithful. 
ly declare, That all our melting Introaties 
and paſſionate Importunities, could never 
prevail with you to part with your Sins; 
but. you wauld chooſe rather I gratify your 


Tuts, than to obey your: Reaſon? Then will. 


eur Lord ſay unto us, I pronounce you pure 


and innocent from the Blood of theſe 


« Men. O joyful Words to us! But 10 
— Will be Jay, © Your Deftrudtion be . 
© upon your own Heads: What could Tor 


cc my Miniſters have done more for you, thas 


« bas not been done? Therefore, Depart 


from me, ye Curſed, into everlaſting 


„ Miſery.” O doleful Words to them! 
God grant, that Jr Ears and mine 
may never hear them. 

. . Beloved, it is your Commcndatibi and my | 


Comfort, that when,. in this wanton Age, a4 
Spirit of Giddineſs has poſſeſſed the Mindrof 


many, that they are toſſed to and fro with 
every Wind of Doctrine, trying.all Things * 
indeed, but holding faſt Nothing, yon have 
been unanimous in this Part of your: Duty, 


A3 tee ping : 


vi To my ProE, Ge. 
keeping cloſe to the publick Aſſemblies, and 
continuing ſtedfaſt in the Apaſtles' Doc- 
trine and Chriſtian Fellowſhip, and in 
breaking of Bread, and in Prayers. ; 
But ue, that the beſt Communion and 
beſt Religion in the World, the bolieft Doc- 
tine, and the pureſt W. orſbip, will be of no 
Avail to impure Worſhippers, and impure 
Livers. God grant therefore;that you and 
Imay oblige ourſelves to ſuch an eminent and 
exemplary Piety of Converſation, in all the 
ſeveral Inflances of our Duty, as may render 
the unjpaited Religion of the holy Jzsvu's 
"venerable to the World: And may * gbty 
Gos, who ſometimes deligbis to do great 
Toings by weak Means, be pleaſed to ſucceed 
this - 7 defigned Endeavour of mine, in 
order to your Advantage; that ſo in God's 
' _ Houſe, and your own alſo, the moſt ſolemn 
Ads and Exerciſesof religious Worfhrp may 
be performed by you, with ſuch a becoming 
Gravity and Sincerity of Devotion, that the 
Name of our boly Lok p may be glorified, _ 
your Souls comforted with a Senſe Par- 
don and Peace here, and everlaſtingly re- 
freſhed with Joys unſpealable and Full of 
Glory hereafter : So prayeth _ _ 


Tour Affectionate Miniſter, 


Wu Rurkitt. 


Dedbom, 
1693. * 
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Containi ng Dodrinal Inſtructi ons for the right 
.  ,. informing of the Fudgment. 


general fo much as the Salvation of 

their Souls: This is the “ Ones 
Thing needful,” and that which they are 
above all Things to mind and regard. 
Now, in order to every Man's Salvation 
hereafter, three 'I'hings are indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary here; naqely, a tight Knowledge, a 
right Faith, and a rightcous Liſe. Knowledge 
is the Foundation of our Faith, and Faith che 
Foundation of our Obedience, and Obedience 
the Condition of our Happineſs ;- For although 
W A bY A«1 


N OT H ING. concerns Mankind in 
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2 Dofrinal Inflrufions 
a Man may know the Will of God, and not 
do it, yet he can never do. it acceptably and 
not know it. A wilfully ignorant Man can 
neither ſerve God, nor be ſaved by him. 
Towards the attaining of this Knowledge 
and Belief, which is ſo abſolutely neceſſary to 
Salvation, three great Things. are required; an. 
humble Senſe of our own Ignorance, a teach- 
able Diſpoſition and Readineſs of Mind to re- 
ceive Inſtruction, accompanied with earneſt 
Prayer, and frequent Calling upon God for. 
the promiſed Illuminations of his holy Spirit. 
More particularly, the chief and fundamental 
Principles of our Religion, neceſſary fo be known 
and believed by all Perſons in order to their 
everlaſting Salvation, are theſe four: I. Con- 


+ - cerning God. II. Concerning Man. III. Con- 


cerning Jeſus Chriſt, the Mediator between God 
and Man. IV. Concerning the Way and Means 
to obtain Salvation by Chriſt, the only Mediator. 
es. i 
It is neceſſary to know and believe the fol- 
lowing Particulars ; namely, EI. 
1. That God is an infinite, inviſible, and 
immortal Spirit, without bodily Parts or Paſ- 
Bons; Almighty, All-knowing, every where 
preſent; moſt Wiſe and Holy, moſt Juſt and 
Rizhteous, moſt Good and Gracious : The fel- 
lowing Scriptures will confirm your Belief of the 
Truth of this, namely, St. John iv. 24. God 
i a Spirit.” St. Luke xxiv. 39. A Spirit hath 
nat Fleſh and Bones.” Exod. xxxiv. 6. The 
Lord paſſed by and proclaimed, The Lord, the 
Lord God, gracious and mercifu}, long- ſuffer- 
ing, abundant in Goodneſs and TO | 
"OF „ at 


| for informing the Judgment. 3 
. That there is but One true andever-living 
God, who being one in Nature, is yet Three - 
in Perſon; namely, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghoſt ; each Perſon having his proper 
Part and Office in the Salvation of loſt Sinners: 
Namely, the Father as the Original and Foun- 
tain of it, the Son as the Manager and Tranf- 
actor of it, and the Holy Ghoſt as the Applier 
and Sealer of it: See the following Scripturesz - 
Deut. vi. 4. The Lord thy God is one 
Lord.“ 1 Jab v. 7. There are Three that 
bear Record in Heaven, the Father, the Word, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe Three are 
One.” St. Fohn xv. 26. But when the Com- 
forter is come, whom I will fend unto you 
from the Father, even the Spirit of Truth, 
which proceedeth from the Father, he ſhall - 
teſtify of me.” Eph. iv. 30. Grieve not the. 
holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are ſealed 
unto the Day of Redemption.” 3 
3. That the everliv ing and holy Lord God, 
dy his almighty Power and infinite Wiſdom, 


Created the World and all Things therein out of 
| nothing; and by his effectual Providence doth 
ſuſtain and preſerve them in Being; and doth - 
I likewiſe govern and diſpoſe of all Things to his 
| own Glory. Neb, ix. 6. * Thou artLord alone, 


who haſt made Heaven, and the Heaven of _. 

Heavens, with' all their Hoſt ; the Earth, and 

all. Things that are therein; the Seas, and all 

that is therein; and thou preſerveſt them all. 

II. Concerning Man. 8 

We are to know and belleve, f 

1 That almighty God created Man (Adam) 

| after his own Image, which conſiſted in Know- 

1 ; A 6 . ledge, 
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ledge, Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs; giving 
him an holy Law. for the Rule of his Obedience, 
with Power to keep it, and a promiſe of Life up- 
on Condition of keeping it. Gen. i. 27. 80 
God created Man in his ownlmage, inthe Image 
of God created he him.“ Eccles. vii. 29. This 
only have I found, that God made Man upright..? 
2. That Man ( Adam) being created in an 
holy State, yet in a changeable Condition, and 
under Poſſibility of falling, being tempted by 
Satan, and left to the Freedom of his own 
Will, did actually fall from his Eſtate of Inno- 
cency and Integrity, into a State of Sin and 
Miſery, Gen. iii. 6. And when the Woman 
ſawthattheT ree was good for Food, and pleaſant 

to the Eye, ſhe took thereof, and did eat, and 
gave alſo unto her Huſband, and he did eat.“ 
Eccles. vii. 29. God hath made Man upright; 
but he hath found out many Inventions.” 4 
3. That by reaſon of Man's Fail, bis Nature 
is whally corrupted with Original Sin, which is 
the Seed Root of all otfer Sins, derived upon us 
by Natural Generation, whereby we aredifabled 
to that which 1s ſpiritually good,-and inclined 
to that which is evil and ſinful. Gen. v. 3. <* And 
Adam begat a Son in his own Likeneſs, after 
his Image.“ P/al. li. 5. Behold, I was 
ſhapen in Iniquity, and in Sin did my Mother 
conceive me.“ Rom. viii. 8. ** So then they 
that are in the Fleſh cannot pleaſe God.“ 
4+ That the Puniſhment due to every Sin is 
Death and Hell; all Miſeries, Temporal, Spi- 
ritual and Eternal. Rom. vi. 23. The Wages of 
Sinis Death.“ 2 Tei. 9. Theyſhall be puniſu- 
ed with everlaſtingDeſtruction from thePreſence 
ol che Lord, and from the Glory of bis Power.) 
TD Zo That 


z 
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for informitig the Judgment. 8 


5. That Almighty God, pitying the deplor- 


able Miſery of our fallen State, has found out a 


Way, and appointed a Means for our Deliver- 
ance from the Power and Puniſhment of Sin, 
by a Mediator and Redeemer: Titus iii. 4, 5. 
« After that the Kindneſs and Love of God our 


Mercy he ſaved us, by the Waſhing of Rege- 
neration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt.““ 


III. Concerning Chrift, the Mediator between 


Gad and Man. 
| We ought to know and believe, 
1. That Jeſus Chriſt, the Eternal Son of 


God, the ſecond Perſon in the Trinity, is the 
only Redeemer of loſt Man, and the only Me- 


diator betwixt God and Man, from whom alone 
we are to expect Life and Salvation. 1 Tim. Ii. 5. 
«© There is one God, and one Mediator between 
God and Man, the Man Chtiſt Jeſus.” Ads iu. 
12. Neither is there Salvation in any other: 
For there is none other Name under Heaven 
given among Men whereby we muſt be ſaved.“ 
2. That Tec us Chriſt our Redeemer was both 


God and Man, having, two Natures in one 
Perſon ;_ a Divine Nature as he was God, and 


an Human Nature as Man; in which Hamas 
Nature he ſuffered for Sinners, and in his 
Divine Nature ſatisfied the Juſtice of God for 
Sin; | Atts xx. 28. Feed the Church of 
God, which he has purchaſed with his own 
Blood, ' Heb. x. 10. „ By the which Will 
we are ſanCtified, through the Offering of the 
Body of Jeſus Chriſt once for all.. 

35 That Chriſt our Redeemer having taken 


upon him our Nature, _ here upon Earth 


above 


2 * 


Saviour towards Men appeared, according tohis 


6 « Dofrinal Inftruttions 


above three and thirty Years, and did in our 
' Stead, and for our Sin, give full Satisfaction 
to the Juſtice of his Father, by enduring moſt 
grievous Torments in his Soul, and by under- 
going moſt painful Sufferings i in his Body; 
was crucified, died, and was buried, and 
his Death did conquer Sin and Satan, Death. 
and Hell. Read the xxvith and xxviith- 
Chapters of St. Matthew, which give alarge 
Account of our Saviour's Sufferings. = 

4. That Jeſus Chriſt on the third Day aroſe | 
again from the Dead, with the ſame Body in 
which he ſuffered, with which Body alſo he aſ- - 
cended into Heaven, and there itterh at the 
right Hand of the Father, to intercede for us; 
and by his Interceſſion in Heaven making Ap- 


/Pli ication of that Redemption which he wronght * 


WVlJ on Earth; from whence, at the End of the 


World, he ſhall come again to judge boch Men 
and Devils, and to determine their Final and 
Eternal State; ſee Rom. viii. 34. Who is he 
that condemneth ? It is Chriſt that died, yea 
rather, that is riſen again, who is even at the 
Right Hand of God; who alſo maketh Inter- 
ceſſion for us. St. Matt. xiii. 41, 42. The 
Son of Man ſhall ſend forth his Angels, and 
ſhall gather out of his Kingdom all Things 
which offend ; and them that do Iniquity ; and 
ſhall caſt them into a Furnace of Fi ire,  whiere- 
ſhall be wailing and gnaſhing of Teeth,” 
* Concerning the ay and Means to obtain 
Salvation by Chriſt: 
1. That the Way and Means appointed by 
God for the Sinner's Salvation thro' Jeſus 
Chriſt the Redeemer, is by Faith, — 
4 


— 


in ſach ſtedfaſt Purpoſes and Reſolutions againſt 


Faith,” Aut xi. 18. Then hath God alſo 
to the Gentiles granted Repentante unto Life. 
Heb. v. 9. Chriſt became the Author of 
eternal Salvation to them that obey him.“ 
2. That ſaving Faith is a Grace of the Holy 
Spirit wrought in us by the Miniſtry of the 


Word, whereby we do in our Underftandings 


aſſent to the Doctrine of the Goſpel as true, 
and with our Wills embrace it as good; and, 
according to that Revelation, do depend up- 


on the Merits of Chriſt alone for Pardon of Sin 


and Eternal Life, on ſuch Conditions as the 
Goſpel has aſſured them upon. Raz. x. 10. 
„ With the Heart Man believeth unto Righte- 


ouſneſs. St. Fobn vi. 68, 69. We believe 


and are ſure that thou art Chriſt, the Son of 
the living God. To whom ſhall we go? 


Thou haft the Words of eternal Life.” 


3. That true Repentance conſiſts in an 


hearty Trouble and Sorrow for Sin paſt, in an 


humble Acknowledgment and penitential Con- 
feſſion of Sin both paſt and-preſent, but chiefly 


Sin for the Time to come, as do produce 
actual Reformation and Amendment of Life. 
2 Cor. vii. 11. Ve forrowed after a godly 
Sort; what Carefulneſs it wrought in you; yes, 
what clearing of yourſelves; yea, what Indig- 
nation; yea, what Fear; yea, what vehement 


Deſire; yea, what Zeal ; yea, what Revenge po” 


Iſa. lv. 
ay, a 
and let h 


Let the Wicked forſake hie 
the unrighteous Man his Thoughts: 


im return unto the Lord, and he will 


ve 


for informing the Judgment: 7 
and ſincere Obedience: 80 ſaith the Avolile, 
Eph. ii. 8. By Grace are ye ſav 


ed, through 
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have Mercy upon him, and to our God, for 
he will abundantly pardon. ““ 
© 4. ThatRepentance being a real Change and 
Reformation of our Lives, to defer it to a ſickx 
Bed and a dying Hour, puts the Soul upon a © 
mighty Hazard; it being then impoſſible to 
know the Truth of our Repentance, when we 
want Time and Opportunity to make Trial of 
the Sincerity of it. St. Matt. iii. 8. Bring 
forth therefore Fruits meet for Repentance.” 
Ja. lv. 6. < Seek ye now the Lord whilſt he may 
be found, and call upon him whilſt he is near.“ 2: 
Cor. vi. 2. Behold; now is the accepted Time. 
5. That ſincere Obedience conſiſts in a Con- 
formity of Heart and Life to the Wore and 
Will of God, from an unfeigned Love to God, 
and a ſincere Delight in keeping his Command 
ments. Pfal. xl. B. delight to do thy Will, 
O my God; yea, thy Law is witnin my 
Heart.” Ads xxiv. 16, © Hereindo l exerciſe* 
myfelf to have always a Confcience void of 
Offence, towards God and towards Men.“ 
6. That the Obedience of the beſt of Chriſ- 
tians in this Life is but imperfect, attended with 
much Weakneſs, and accompanied with mani- 
fold Imperfections; whichyet upon dur humble 
Acknowledgment God will graciouſly pardon, 
and for Chriſt's Sake mercifully accept. 19h ix. 
20. „If I juſtify myſelf, my own. Mouth 
mall condemn me: If I ſay, I am perfect, it 
ſnall alſo prove me perverſe. 2 Chren. xxx. 18, 
10, 20. The good Lord pardon every one 
that prepareth his Heart to ſeek God; though. 
| he be not cleanſed according to the Purifica« 
tion of the Sanctuary. And the Lord heark- | 
ena to Hezekiah, and healed the People.“ 
* 7. That 


< 


WE 4a. 
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7. That*ris Obedience is fincere, we 


which 3 is univefſal, and cauſes us to have an 
abidin gReſpect uritoall God'sCommandments, | 


wet them; and to al Chtiſt's Inſtitutions, 
to obſerve and follow: them. Pſal. exix. 6. 


„Then ſhall I not be aſhamed, when I have 


Reſpect unto all thy Commandments.“ St. 


Matt. xxviii. 20. ** Teaching them to obſer ve 


all Things whatſoever I have commandedyou.” 


8. That the great Commands of God, are to 
4% love him with all our Hearts, with all our 
Souls, and with all our Strength; and to love 
our Neighbour as ourſelves.” * St. Matt. xxii. 
35, 38, 30. Thou ſhalrlove the Lord thy God 
with all thy Heart, &c. This is the firſt and d great 
Commandment: and the ſecond is like unto it, 
Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour às thyſelf.T 
9. That the great I nſtitutions of Jeſus Chriſt 
under the Goſpel, are his Word and Sacraments, 


to wit, Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper, which 
he commands all his Diſciples and Followers 88 
moſt religiouſly to celebrate, until his coming 
again unto. Judgment. St. Matt. xxviii. 19. 
Goye therefore and teach all Nations, baptiſ- 
ing them in the Name of the Father, and of the 


Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt: Teaching them to 


obſerve all Thingswhatſaever I have command-— 
ed you: and lo, Lam with you alway, even 


unto the End of the World.“ 1 Cor. xi. 26. As 
oft as ye eat this Bread, and drink this Cup, 
ye do ſhew the Lord's Death till he come.” 


10. That Baptiſm is a holy Inſtitution of our 
Saviour's for the Benefit of Believers and their 


Children; wherein, by the outward Waſhing 


with Water, in the Name of the Father, 2 = 


and Holy Ghoſt,” is ſignified the ſpiritual 


Waſh- 


: 


_ Waſhing of the Soul by the Blood and Spirit of 
Chriſt, from the Guilt and filthof Sin.” Ee v. 
258 26, © Chriſt loved his Church, and gave 
i ſelf for it, that he might fanRify and cleanſe 
it hy the Waſhing of Water, by the Word.“ 
1. That the Lord's Supper is an holy 
Ordinance, wherein (by Bread broken, and 
Wine poured out) the Death of Chriſt is 
ſhewed forth, and all the Benefits of his Death 
are repreſented, applied, and ſealed unto wor- 
thy Receivers. 1 Cor. x. 16. The Ciip of 
Blefling which we bleſs, is it not the Come 
munion of the Blood of Chriſb?” We, 
12. That the End of this Ordinance is, to 
keep up the Remembrance of Chriſt's Death; to 
ſtrengthen our Faith in him z to increaſe aur 
Communionwith him; to bea ſpiritual Banquet, 
wherein we feed upon him, in order to our ſpi- 
ritual Nouriſhment and growth in Gmce. 1 Cor. 
Ai. 26. As oft as ye eat this Bread and drink this 
Cup, ye de ſhew the Lord's Death till he come.“ 
13. That all ſuch as are truly penitent ſor din 
paſt, and bholily reſolved againſt Sin, and to lead 
a new Life for the Time to come, though their 
SGraces be weak, their Doubts many, and their 
Fears great, yet ought they often to come to this 
© heavenly Banquet for ſpiritual Strength and in- 
ward Comfort. St. Jahn vi. 51. < I amtheliv- 
11 ing Bread that camt down from Heaven; if an 
| Man eat of this Bread, he ſhall live for ever.“ 
| 14+ That it is the Duty of every one, who 
bea worthy Receiver of the Lord's Sup- 
per, to prepare himſelf, to examine his Conſei- 
enee, to make Proof of his Knowledge, Faith, 
and Charity, and ſo to eat of that Bread and 
drink of that Cup. See 1 Cor, xi. 28. But let 


a Man 


© c 
"7 * 


Per informing the Judgment. 1 
a Man examine himſelf, and ſo let him eat 
of that Bread, and drink of that Cup.” . 

15. That the Danger of unworth 7 Refuſing 
is certainly as great as the Danger of unworthy- 
Receiving ;. the Neglects of Duty are as dan- + 

rous and damnable as the Acts of Sin; and 
Sins of Omiſſion are certainly damning as well 
as Sins of Commiffion. St. Matt. iii. 10. 
Every Tree that bringeth not forth good 
Fruit, is hewn down and caſt into the Fire.“ 
© 16. That Ged hath appointed a Time in 
which he will judge alt Perſons, as well for their 
Omiſſions of Good, as for their Commiſſionsof 
Evil; and every one ſhall receive an unalterable 
Sentence according to his Works. Rev. xx. 12: 
1 ſaw the Dead ſtanding before God, and the 
Dead were judged according to their Works,” 
157. That thoſe who have here done Good, 
ſhall be pardoned and accepted, and ſhall inhe- . 
rit a Kingdom of Glory prepared for them; 
where they ſhall both ſee and reſemble their 


bleſſed Saviour in perfect Holineſs and end- I | 


leſs Happineſs. + a” 

18. That ſuch as have done Evil, and died 
in their Impenitence, ſhall ſuffer an everlaſt- 
ing Impriſonment with Devils and damned 
Spirits, in Blackneſs of Darkneſs for ever, 
undergoing the perpetual Gnawing of the 


Worm that dieth not, and the extreme Tor- 


ments of the Fire which never ſhall be quench- _ 
ed. een v. 28, 29. Marvel not at this, 
for the Hour is coming in which all that are in 
the Graves ſhall hear his Voice, and ſhall come 
forth: They that have done Good, unto the 
ReſurreQtion of Life; and they that have done 
Evil, unto the Reſurtrection of Damnation.“ 
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i po icing dg ns 
flical Dire#ions for the general 
-  Cnrſo of Life So 
I. Directions for the right ordering of our... 
8 ie ee 
18 order to the right governing of thy daily 
* Thoughts, obſerve the following Rules. 

I. Think frequently with thyſelf, that as 
thy Pulſe will be continually beating, ſo thy 
Thoughts will be always working te thy dy- 


ing Hour, and therefore had need to be well 
employed. As a Man thinketh in his 


Heart, ſo is he, Prov.-xxiii. 7. 7. 
2. Think often what a World of Sin a Man 
may be guilty of in his Thoughts; Atheiſm, 


Blaſphemy, Idolatry, Adultery, Murder, and 


what not: That is, when he approves his 
Thoughts, and his Will conſents to them; for 


other wiſe his evil Thoughts are not Sins, but 


only Temptations, which he ought rather to re- 


joice that he can reſiſt, than grieve and con- 


demn himſelf becauſe he feels them. Nay, of- 


ten evil Thoughts are not ſo much as Tempta- 


tions; as in diſtracted, light- headed, melan- 
choly Perſons, where they are Neceſſity and 
Diſeaſe: Then they are (L ſay) Sins when they 
are encouraged, and nouriſhed, and dwelt up- 


on and liked, and aſſented to. Believe thyſelf 
| then. to be no leſs accountable to God for ſuch 


Sins of thy Thoughts, than of thy Words 
and Actions. Eccles. xii. 14. God ſhall 
bring every ſecret Thing into Judgment, he- 
ther it be Good, of Whether it be Evil.“ 

| | TE. © Think 


as 1 ew AS A 4 2a dc aQucl i i.T mc ac a a 


Fer the general Courſe of Liſe. 1 
1 3. I bink often what a glorigus Theme and 
10 Subject for thy Thoughts God has provided and 
laid before thee, as Himſelf and his Attributes; 
Ibis Son in his Nature, Life and Actions; his 
I Holy Spirit in all its gracious Operations z his 
Word and Promiſes in bis Works of Citation, 
- Preſervation, Redemption,&c. Aſtronomy does 
but ſuryey a Dunghil}, in compariſon withwhat 
Chriſtianity contemplates: Stars are but dirty 
Clods, compared with that Glory which lies 
within the Reach of a Chriſtian's Thoughts. 
4. Think every Morning what good Offices 
thou. haſt to do that Da Aud fo think all the 
"Day in relation to thy Dealings: in the World, 
as if all thy Thoughts were written on thy 
Forehead for the whale World to read them; 
aus act every — as if thou hadſt a thou- 
ſand Eyes upon pd Aviv 2 
ä thy own ; Condition to be 9 
y as deſt, becauſe the Wiſdom of God ſees 
it beſt for thee; if thou haſt not ſo much as 
others, yet thou haſt that which is appointed 
for thee: In Heaven our Reward ſhall be, not 
according to the good Things we have received 
here, but according to the goed Works which 
we have done here. At the reckoning Day, 
he will be accounted the wiſeſt Man, 5 


Freaſure in good Works. 
6. Think Contentment to be the exuteſ 

Riches, and Covetouſneſs the greateſt Poverty. 

is not rich that hath. much, but be that 
as enough. That Man is poor that covets ._ 
more, and yet wants A * any what | 
he va | 2 
7. Think 


. 
* * 


* 


at has 
laid out his Time in good Duties, and his x 


— 


Work every Day, and ſo think (if poſſible) 


3 nefit to Man, 


— 
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e it not partof thy Buſineſs curiouſly 
to ſearch into other Mens Lives, but narrowly 
to inſpect the Errors of thine own: It is m 
better to amend one Fault in ourſe]ves, than 
to find out an hundred Faults in another. 
8. Think it a Virtue to forgive one 
Injury, than to do many Kindneſſes, becauſe 
it 4s harder and more againſt Nature. But 
_ let notthe doing one, hinder thee from « 
the other, for both are neceſſary. - 5 
9. Think him no true Frie hide ante 
ry can make ti ne Enemy. He muſt have no 
— — will have a Friend with no Faults. 
10. Take a view of Thou e 
Night, as che — 1 


of all Things now, as thou wilt ern 
- them when paſſing into Eternity. 3 


II. Direfions for #he righ erdring of wu 


gn Fn ot Be- 
which he excels the whole 
Creation: Our Tongue is our Glo ors the In- 
dex and . our Mind and T houghts, 
the Inſtrument of our Creator's Praiſe: and 
there is no Subject ſo ſublime and honourable 
for the Tongue of Man to be employed about, 
as the Word and Works of God. There is a 
| hate Difficulty in governing the 1 it 
and active Member, and there- 
fore bers ipture places * — 
« bridling of {ihe Ton i. 26. 
It is che —— — Man to know 
when * what to ſpeak ; how and hen to be 


1 ; 


" fr ug — 


Menez, for a Man may ſin both ways 2 
— Silence as well as 8 d 

NUN 
= publ God's Truth, to plead: Got's 
Cauſe, to vindicate God's: Honwur, arid ad 
Sund forth God's Praiſe. 


D avoid all Extrents. remonter theſe Rules, 


1. Accuſtom not If to overs 
much; and before thou ſpeakeft, confider? 
Let not I. o_ before fe of Folly 

udgment bid it t is a 2 of Foll | 
and Raſhneſs to = ; | 

a. Let the Matter of Sposch be doch 
true . an A 
int the Thing and your Words, without 
alſhood ; true, by an Agrevmentberwixtyour 
89 without Diſſimulation. 
peak always to God with extraotdinary 
DI and Caution, and 3 of him with a 
8 Veneration and Awfulnefs of Regard. 
. ra eps — Religion in Talk 

, nor meaſureGovtneſs by Words; it 
daher ene rate u ee 


5. If thou canſt not ſpeak well ef thy Neigh- 
dour, be ſilent, except the 
the Good of ethers dbli 

6. 


Glory of God and 
ge thee to ſpeak. 
not well of any one undeſetvedly, 
that is{ordid Flat oft 
ſelf, though never ſo deſerving; - leſt thou 
gempted to Vain-gloty; but v ve more a good 
9 — than a good Commendation, 

7. Speak not in high weren amend n 
Man do bis Face, EI 2 


a Pran Diete 

his Back; but if thou knoweſt any 3 
of him, tell it unto others; if, (any Thing ill, 
= it privately and. prudently to himſelf. 

8. Speak not well of thyſelf, though! athers 
do to, and yet give no Occaſion to others to 
ſpeak otherwiſe than well of thee. Neither 
ſpeak thine own Praiſes, nor greedily hear 
them; but when any Thing relates to thine 
own Commendation, watch n the Nr 
6 Self-applauding. 

9. Speak not cen ſoriouſiy of thy Better, 
nor ſcornfully of thy Inferiors, not Wr 
ly of thyſelf. 

10. Speak always Truth, eſpecially when 
called forth to 1 it; and abhor Lying as 
you abhor the Devil, Who is the Father of 
Lies, and the Tormentor of Liars. 
11. Swear not falſly before a Magiſtrate; 
for this is an Appeal to God as your Judge, 
and an Engagement of God to be your Avenget: 
Therefore whenever you take an Oath, look: 
that the Cauſe of it be neceſſary and weighty, 
the Manner of it grave and ſolemn, and the 
End of jt honeſt and {incere. | 
12. Swear not raſhly in your ordinary Diſ- 
courſe, for this will render the Truth”; of all 
you ſay ſuſpected by wiſe Men: He that 
ſwears vainly, ought not to be much credited 
when he ſpeaks truly; becauſe he that dreads 
not an Oath, will not tremble at a Lie. 


It. Directions for the right ordering of our 
Actions. 

.. Our Actions having a far greater Force than 

our Words, to make an Impreſſion 1 the 

0 inds 
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for the general-Courſe of Life. ' ty 
Minds and Manners of 'Men'whom we con- | 
verſe: with; it highly concerns us to exkerciſe 
great Watchfulneſs over ourſeſves im all. the 
Actions of human Life, and to 'bevexattipeir- | 
sto || cumſpeRt in our daily walking; performing our 
ther Duty to God, our Neighbour, -and/ourfelves; 
near in ſuch a manner, that God:;may-be-glorifed; 
ine If Religion adorned, our Neighbouredited ant 
nity our own Souls ſaved. In order to that End, 
N che following Rules may be helpful? 
ters, 1. Look carefully that Love to God, and 
ing - Obedience to his Commands, be the Principle 
and Spring from whence thy Actions flow 
and that the Glory of God, and the Salvation 
of thy Soul, de the End to which all thy Ac- 
tions tend; and that the Word of God be thy 
Rule and Guide in every Enterprize and Un-= > _- 
dertaking: Gal. vi. 16.“ As many as walk 
by this Rule, Peace be on them, and Mercy.“ 

2. Enterpriſe and undertake no Action with- 
out Advice from Heaven, aſking Counſel of 
God by Prayer. He bleſſeth or blaſteth our 
Endeavours, according as we own our Depen- 
dance upon him, and Engagements to him. 

3. Then ſerve the Providence of God in 
the Uſe of all lawful and fit Means for attain- 
ing thy End in all honeſt Undertakings, havy- - 
ing firſt recommended them to the Divine 
Bleſſing: for know, that the Providence of 
God works ordinarily in a Way of Concur- 
rence with our Endeayours : | therefore follow / 
Providence, but never run before it. 

4. Do no Action upon which thou mayeſt 
than ¶ not. warrantably pray for God's Bleſſing: Do 
a the nothing for which thou ſhalt need to aſk God's . 

NT tt B Pardon. 


1 Praca Direfions 
Pardon. Let thy firſt Care be, not to do an 
_ Hl Action; thy next Care, to repent of it. 
2:5. Offend noteither God or thy Neighbour 
knowingly and deliberately ; but if thou falleſt 
by ſurpriſe, confeſs it ; for Confeſſion is ſome 
part of Satisfaction: By denying a little Sin, 
thou makeſt it greater; but by confefling a. : 
great Sin to God, thou makeſt it as none at 
all, if after Conſeſſion thou forſakeſt it. 
6. Be ſtrictly juſt in all thy Dealings with - 
Man, and think not thyſelf diſcharged from 
the Duty of Righteouſneſs towards thy Neigh- 
bourz by any extraordinary Meaſure of pretend= 
ed Zeal and Piety towards God: for all ſuch 
Pretences to Piety are but Hypocriſy, if Men 
be not really honeſt, as well as ſeemingly de- 
vout: for Diſhoneſty and Unrighteouſneſs will 
as certainly ſhut Men out of Heaven, as 
* and Profaneneſs. 1 Cor. vi. 9. 
7. Think it not ſufficient that you do not 
do an ill thing, but you muſt not do an hard 
thing to any, but be kind and charitable, as 
well as juſt and honeſt; always endeavouring. 
to do the utmoſt Good you can, by a Life of 
univerſal-Uſefulneſs. ' 
8. Detide not any Man's Deformities, but 
bleſs God that they are not thine. Men ſhall 
anſwer at God's Bar for their vicious Habits, 
but not for-theie natural ImperfeQions. | '| | 
9. Never forget the Kindneſſes which others 
do for you: Never upbraid others with the 
Courteſies which you do for them 
10. Be covetous of nothing but of doin 
Good, and prodigal of nothing but of — 
— a ie 
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for the general Courſe of Lit. © 
11. Promiſe nothing which may prejudice _ 
thee in the Performance, but perform what thou 
| haſt promiſed, ws, it be to thy real Preju- 
dice, except it be unlawful. A wife Man mea- 
ſures his Promiſes by his Abilities, but he mea- 
ſures his Performances by his Promiſes. * ; 
12. Always jud 7 Men by their Con- 
verſation towards God, never Me God's Dis- 25 
penſations towards them. 
13. Let not what is falfly talked of thee 
ever trouble thee, for an ill Report makes no 
body an ill Man: Be carefül to do nothing 
that deſerves to be ill ſpoken of, and then let 
it never trouble thee to 9 — ill ſpoken of unde- 
ſervedly. 
184. Revenge not an Injury W thee 
8 couldſt, yet ſhew that thou art able to revenge 
| it if thou wouldſt. To revenge a Wrong done 
unto thee, is a greater Wrong to thyſelf than 
the Injury "received by thee. Beware when 
| others hurt thee, that thou hurt not thyſelf. 
; 18. Unwillingly undertake a Suit at Law, 
9 and moſt willingly make an end of it. Chooſe 
J rather to buy Quietneſs with-ſome Loſs, than 
to gain, much by. Strife and Contention: For 
going to Law. is one of thoſe. lawful Things 
which is very difficultly managed without Sing 


Tighting his Eſtate. 

16. Look u pon Obedience to the Authority 
which God has Met over you (in all lawful un- 
forbidden Things) to be a neceſſary: and in- 
diſpenſable Duty. In all ſuch Cafes, it is 
not for. 1 of private Fern to OR 
I but to obey. {+ 3h but a5% 
24 8 2 CHAP. 
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20 Practical Direction 
dey CHA P.M. + comer 
. Containing particular Advices Fad the well: 
PPP 
& 6 BE GIN and end every Day with God:. 
— In the Morning when you awake, ac- 
euſtom yourſelf to think firſt upon God, and 
let him have your firſt awaking Thoughts > lift 
up your Hearts to God reverently and thank- 
fully for the Reſt in the Night paſt, and let 
= firſt | Diſcourſe be agreeable to your 
Thoughts. Pſal. cxxxix. 18. When 1 
awake, Lam ſtill with ther. 
2. Spend that Time which muſt neceffarily 


+ be allowed for the Drefling of yourſelves, in 


fruitful Meditation-on the great Mercy of a 
Night's Reſt, and of your renewed Time. 
Think how many ſpent that Night in Hell 
how many in a Priſon, how many worried 
out that Night in tormenting Pains, and lan- 
guiſhing Diſtempers, weary of their Beds and 
their Lives together : Think alſo how man) 
Souls were the laſt Night ſummoned from their 
Bodies to appear before the dreadful God, 
and how ſoon your laſt Night may come. 
3. Let ſecret Prayer, by yourſelf alone, be 
conſtantly performed, re the Work of the 
Day be undertaken : It is much better to go 
from Prayer to Buſineſs, than from Buſineſs 


10 Prayer, in regard of the Mind's Freedom 


from diſtracti 
the World 


ng Thoughts; becauſe alſo, if 


e World all the Day after. 


* 
- 
* 


the Start of Religion in the 
Morning, it is hard for Religion to overtake 


4. Let | 


i. th mn. bk ak a.m. . © 


ee Pp 


net; if in Company, in ſuch profitab 
ake thyſelf and others 


rei rf f Notte 
7. In doing your Duty * the Lahours. of 
your Calling, humbly depend upon Gog's Fa- 
therly Care for à comfortable Subſiſtence or 


„ ² 1 ⅛ ͤu-Äõæ ds en Modena 


: N 


for the well managing of every Day. 2% 


1 4+ Let Family Worſhip. be performed eon- ; 


ſtantly and ſeaſonably, at that Hour which, is 


freeſt in regard of Interruption; and look that 


it be reverently and ſpiritually performed: Call 
not then for the Cuſhion, when there. is mote 
need of the Pillow. 


LY ny 


5. Then ſet about and follow the Labour of | 


your Calling with Diligence and Induſtry: He 


that ſays, Be fervent in Prayer, fays alſo, Be 
not lothful in Buſfinefs,”” Rom. xii; 1 1. and let the 
Day be ſpent in your Calling watchfully, wateb⸗ 
ing the Company you converſe with, and the 
Corruption which you find ſtirring in you; but 
eſpecially watch againſt thoſe — 
which the Company you are with, the Place 
you are in, or the Work and Calling you are 
about, may expoſe you to, or lay you under. 


6. When about your Calling, if alone, 


improve the Time in fruitful Meditation, and 
holy. Ejaculations, or ſhort Prayers, Which 
are no Hindrance at all to your world! 


courſe as may tend to m 
both wiſer and better. 


- 


78 and Family, and compoſe thy Mind in 
al 


Conditions of Life, to a quiet and ſteady 


— | 
. B. 


Dependance on Divine Providence, being an» 


Xiouſly careful for nothing, but {+ caſting\all 
your Cate upon him that careth for you. 
8. Heedfully abſerve all the Paſſages of 
Divine Providence daily, both towards thy- 


{elf and others z, and thoſe, pfovidential Dif- 
«pts af es penſations 


to 
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penſations which thou canſt not thoroughly 
underſtand, endeavour awfully to admire. 
9. In all Flaces and in all Companies re- 
member the Preſence of God, and walk con- 
tinually as under the View of his all-ſeein 
and obſerving Eye. Often conſider that G 


is every where preſent, and then you will 


Rudy to be every where holy. | 4 
10. Walk every Day with an high Eſteem 


of the Preciouſneſs, Swiſtneſs, and Irrecover- 


ableneſs of your Time; and reſolve to ſpend it 
in nothing which you dare not pray for a Bleſs- 
ing upon, in nothing which you know myſt 
be repented of before you die, in nothing which 
it would be dangerous to be found doing if 
Death ſhould ſurpriſe you in the doing of it. 
11. Look every Day to the faithful Diſcharge 
of the reſpective Duties of your ſeveral Relations, 
as Huſbands and Wives, Parents and Children, 


Maſters and Servants; and remember that much 


of the Life and Power of Religion conſiſts in 
the conſcientious Practice of Relative Duties. 

12. In the Evening retire, and take a View 
of your Actions the Day paſt, examine what 
Good you have eitherdone or received, and be- 
wail it as a Day loſt, in which you have not 


4. 


either profited others or advantaged yourſelf. © * 
on ae 2 . 
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Of glorifying Ged in our natural Actions, namely, 
| * in our Eating, Drinking, and Sleeping. 
JF T is the Advice of the Holy Apoſtle,” 1 Cor. 
x. 31. That whether we eat or drink 


God; 


1 


1 
a 3 . — - bad — 


or whatever we do, to do all to the Glory of 


| 


ay 


in way. natural Ade. 23 


God; plainly -implying,” that 4 Chriſtian 
ee to perform his natural Actions to — 
Porpoſs, and and whilſt he is feeding his Body, 
have an Eye at bis ſervi ing of | 
Eatiog and Drinking to the ſatiof ying'of our 

Nature, and not to the gratifying of ket, | 
Our lawful Comforts, without V atchfulneſs, | 
become our greateſt Snares : The firſt Sin that 
ever was committed, entered the World - by 
Eating. Our fiiſt Parents pleaſed 1 
tites to their Nuin, which oughe to make 
their Poſterity afraid pf all dall Easter g 0 


/ prevent which, let che N be re- 


membered and obſerved. Aer hae 
1. Raiſe not any ptrplexing! Seruples about 


what you are to eat and drink; which ſerve 


to no Purpoſe; but only to your own: Venn 
tion: Ra Chri — taken awaythat 
Diſtinction of Meats (Can and Unelean)wiiich 
was of old among the Jus, and has given 
us a Liberty of ng upon all che good 
Creatures of God With Temperance and S0 
briety. 1 Tim. iv; 4. Ev 


ety Creatute of 
God is good, and nothing to be refuſed, if it 
be received with anne - Which 
hints a ſecond Rule. 
2. Look that vr Meat and Drick be 
bleſſed and ſanRified to you by Prayer and 
bo regs dit not down t your Food as 
Beaſt to his Fodder, without taking any 
2 of the Hand that provides it for you. 
Our Meat doth not nouriſh us by its o. ¾nn 
Power, but by divine Appointment; and there- 
fore our bleſſed Saviour, though he was Lord 
of the Creatures, yet did not ſit down to feed 
; Fatt; a on 


5 
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them before he looked up to Heaven for a 
Ales efing-upon them, St. Mart vi. 41. Re- 
mem der that the Creatures on your Table are 
God's Creatures, and if you convert them to 


are bold Uſurper s. 

3. Eat and Dank 3 as in the Preſence and 
View of God: we are moſt apt to forget God 
at our Meals, feeding ourſelves — Fear. 


Now the Remembrance of God's Eye upon 
us will remedy this : It is a memorable Expreſ- 


fon wbich you have in Ed. xviii. 12. And 


Arran, and all the Elders of rae}, came to eat 


Bread with Moſes's Father-in-law before God. 
Where obſerve, (I.) The Greatneſs of their 
Courteſy.» (2.) The Graciouſneſs of - their 
—— heir Courteſy was great; though 
155 0 a Stranger, and no Irurlite, yet the 

Iders of Igrael honoured him with their. Com- 
ny; and their Carriage was gratious, they 
— —＋＋ ent Bread-with: hum before God; that is, 
in glariam & honarem| Dei, ſays one, to the 
—— and Glory of God : They received 
their Suſtenance as J God s Sight, and cauſed 
their Proviſion to tend to God's Praiſe. 

4. Remember that Reaſon; and not * 


tite, is to de our Guide and Rule both for 


the Quantity and Quality of pur Meat and 
Drink: Not what Appetite likes beſt, but 
what Reaſon: and Lee tell us is beſt, 
ought to be received by us. Meat and Drink 
have deſtroyed more 'I houſands than ever Poi- 
ſon did; becauſe; Perſons are not ſo fearful. of 


theſe as they are of that. What an abomina} 
ble Shame is it for T of being 


governed 


your own. Uſe 2 aſking God's Leave, | 


EEO os Coal 1 CERES : 


ayes 2 


and fight againſt it ; but much more ſag * 
provide it Ammunition to 


for Quantity, Qua ality, and Time. It is 
Man's Duty to obſerve the Temper of his 
own 9 and to underſtand his particular 


in gur n Afions. 23 
rned by Reaſon, to be enſlaved Xx Ho b. 
Luſte, and to amen Appetite | 
mand his rational F ae gd 603,06 Nils 

333 of making a sr, 
ſelf, or others. This is done ti 
When our Meals are Incentives 
to Sin, and our Food is made Fuel for'oiit 
Luta; the Fleſh is frequentlyan Enemy tos 
ſtrong for us when we take 9 


we ourſelves-put weapons into 5 Hand, and 
t againſt . 
Rom. xiti! 14. Make no Proviſion for the 
Fleſh, to fulfil the Luſt thercof.“ (z.) We 
make our Table a Snare, when by our Inpor- 
tunities we urge others tent and drink more 
than they deſire, ot“ their "Natures will- well 
bear. It is unqueſtionably lawfut fog a Man 
ſometimes to exceed in his Proviſions for his 
Friends, but lawful at tho "time to exceed the 
Bounds of Sobriery and Moderation kithſelf, 
or to ſonoit others ſo to do The Royal Ex- 
ample of Abaſuerut, in Heathen King, the 
Spirit of God has recorded to the Shame ok 
many that call themſelves Chriſtians, Eber 1 "a 
7, 8. When he made à magnificent Feaſt for 
the Princes and Nobies, he commanded that 


_ every Man eat and drink 8 to: his own 


Pleaſure, and not be compelled. 
6. Let every one labour to u 


"what 


| is: moſt conducible to bis own Health; ahd let 


that be the ordinary Meaſure of his Diet both 


Bs 


JM 
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Conſtitution, io order to the Preſervation of Life 
and Health, and that a healthful Body may be 
aſſiſtant to a holy Soul in the Service of God. 
9. Often conſider, wich thyſelf what a Be 
gerous Sin the Sin of Intemperance, is, It is 
an Inlet to all Sin, and ſor that Reaſon per- 


| haps.is not particularly forbidden in any one of 
the Commandments, becauſe it is contrary.to 


them all. Drunkenneſs may be called a Breach 
of every one of the Commandments, - becauſe 
it diſpoſes Men to break them all: What Sin 
is it that a drunken Man ſtands not ready to 
commit? Fornication, Murder, Adultery, In- 
cel, what not? and how doth this Sin tranſ- 
form a wil into a Beaſt; and make him the 


Shame and Reproach, of human Nature? Of 
the two, it-is much worſe to be like gs Beaſt 
than to be a Beaſt: The Beaſt is what God 
has made it, but the Drunkard is What Sin 
and the Devil has mage him. Add to this, 
that the intemperate Man is his own Tormen- 
tor, yea, his own Deſttoyer; as appears by the 
many Diſeaſes and untimely Deaths which Sur» 
feiting and Drunkenneſs daily bring upon Men. 
For as Temperance and Sobriety is the Nurſe 

d Pteſerver of Life and Health, fo Exceſs 
is the Occaſion of Self- Murder; it is like the 
lingetring Poiſon, which though it works 
flowly, yet it deſtroys ſurely. Conſider laſt 
ly, that Intemperance is a Sin which a Man 
cannot preſently repent of, as ſoon. as he bas 
committed it: A drunken Man is no more 
fit to repent, than a. dead. Man; and what 
Aſſurance hath any Man, when Drunkennes 


cloſes bis Eyes over Night, that he ſhall ever 
2 by open 


a twa# AA 8w#o Aa 


1 


in our natura! Amr. 2 
os them again in this World? Conſidevr 


many have died in Drunken Fits With- 


out IT ſenſible of their Condition, till they 
have been miſerably ſurptiſed by the incon- 


ceivable Totments of Hell-Firmmee. 

8. Think it neither unlawful no dhdetent to 
intermingle 1 innocent and harmleſs: Mirttowith 
0 Eating and Drinking, but always remem- 
oy to keep within the 


nds: of Modeſty, 
Dn ings Sobriety. It is certainly a me- 


Be? 


tion, thatia the'thingwe'call 

; a nr Converſation, the Gentleman and 
the e ES and. Religion, ſhould be 
thought inconſiſtent ; that Men to flee? Pre- 
eiſeneſs, muſt run into Debauchery and Pro- 

| fanenel>... Cannot Sourneſs arid Morofeneſs be 
bauiſhed our-Converfation, but Modeſty and 
Sobriety muſt be baniſhed too? Maſtour*Enz 
tertainments of one another at our Tables 
adminiſter Sic tes Sin or Suflenneſsf Surely | 
it is poſſible ts obſerve the Rules of Cotiver= 
fation better, without running into either Ex- 
treme. A virtuous and wiſe Man at his Pa- 

may let his Tongue looſe in- innocent 

Pleaſantneſs, but at the ſame time be ſcorns 
to be guilty of the leaſt Indeceney: Abe iv. 
29. »Let no filthy Communication proceed 
out of your Mouth: but that Which is 809d; 
to the Uſe/ of Edifying. ere ot! 
As touching Intemperanee | an | Exceſs in 

| Skep, Neceſſity cures moſt of 2you that are 
Poor of this Evil, and it may be happy for you 
that it doth ſo; for how many thouſand Hours 
have ſome that are Rich to account for, M vo — 
were ſpent in ſinful _ of Sleep! An | 
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how earneſtly. will ſuch Perſons ſhortly wiſh 
for thoſe Hours to ſpent SING which 
were thus, conſumed ! 
1. Let Prudence direct Waben the los- 
ſure of your Sleep, and Piety iuſtruct you to 
mind the Ends of it; which are the repairing 
af Nature, the of the Spirits, the 
ſupporting oſ our frail Bodies, which conti · 
nual Labour and Toil would:ſoon worry and 
wear out. But now a moderate Degree of 
Sleep beſt ſerves theſe Ende, namely, to fit 
us Got Bulineſs, and n ſerve God by | 
an active: Obedience. 
2. Often conſider what a hd bine wake 
_ immoderate Sleep is; for all 2 Time a 
Man's Reaſon lies idle and? buried, all his 
Wiſdom and Knowledge is of no Uſe or Ad- 
vantage to himſelf or bis Neighbour. 

1 — bow very injurious immode- 
rate 2 Sleep is-both. to thy Body and Soul: To 
thy Body, in filling that full of Diſcaſes, and 
making it a very Sink of pernicious Humours: 
To thy Soul, by bringing a ſtupifying. Dul- 
neſs on its Faculties, and eee renderin g ic 

unfit for Holy Services. 

4. Remember alſo the grand be of 
the Buſineſs of your Souls, which lies conti- 

nually upon your Hands; and let the Conſi- 
deration of the greatneſs of your Work rouſe 
and raiſe. you from a Bed of Sloth. If you 
have a Journey to go, or ſome — 
Buſineſs to do, you can riſe, early at a parti 
culat Time ; why not then every Day, when 
you baye much > on — to do for God 


and * 
8 5. Re- 


n 
. * . 
. 
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F. Remember that your Morning Hours ate 
| the Flower of your Time, and that early: wo 
makes at once hoth the Body healthful 
the Soul holy. The Morning. is the beſt time 
for. enjoying God and ourſelves ; then our 
Spirits are W ener er” ben i 
worldly Cares. | 
6. Believe If ; acoootinbly: to 
| Got for the Time you = in Ns — 
will make with oper, ſpar 
your * rh. of your Diet ad 
moſt ſparing of e eee 
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* | Ae 
| Almighty ghty God has ſent no Man inte e | 
| World to be Idle, but to ſerve him in the | 
. way of an honeſt and induſtrious Diligence. 
% He that. ſays, Remember the Sabbathr Day 
; to keep it holy, ſays alſo, Six Days-thalt 
| ts hai "The * — with the 5 of the 
2 Mind, or of the Body, or with both. Riches 
| and a; great Eſtate will excuſe. none from la- 
| bouring in ſome kind or other, in the Service of 
| their Maker; for he that reteives moſt ES 
ſurely ought to do ſome Worx. PF 
1. Labour to underſtand, and be gbly 
ſenſible how much you are beholden to God for 
the Benefit of a Calling. Thouſands are nom 
bleſſing God in Heaven, for the Benefit of a 
ö Calling bere on Earth, by which Multitudes of 


„ Tp 
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Temptations were prevented: How many Sine 

doth a Life of Idleneſs expoſe a Man unto! 
2. Be diligent and induſtrious in the Way 
of thy Calling, and that from a Principle of 
9 — to the divine Command. He that 


ſays Be fervent in Ptayer, ſays ley ny not 


flothful in Buſineſs.” ler 


13. A dees ta ese 1 


laborious Calling, as that of a Huſbandman, 
murmur-not at it becauſe it is weanſome to the 
Fleſh; but eye the Command of God, and in 


Obedience thereunto be diligent in thy Place; 


2 then thou — God as truly when 
EPI in the 


pit, or the Prince,upon his Throne. 
4. Be ſtrĩẽtly Juſt, and exactly Righteous in 


the Way of hy Callihg, and with a geherous 


Diſdain and reſolute Contempt, abhor the get- 


ting of Riches by Unrighteouſneſs: Curſed , ' 


Gain is no Gain. How ſad is it to be rich 
on Earth, and roar in Hell for unrighteous 


Riches ! He that cheats and over- reaches, he 


that tricks and defrauds his Neighbours;' is 28 
ſure to go to Hell, without Repentance and 
Reſtitution, as the profaneſt Sweater or Drun- 
kard in a Town. 1 Cor. vi. 9. Know ye not 


that the Unrighteous ſhall not n the 
Ein gdom of God 2? 1  / e 


2 * very careful that thy parties idt Call- 


ing as a private Perſon, does not encroach u 

thy general Calling as a Chriſtian: The World 
is a great Devourer of precious Time, it robs 
the Soul of many an Hour which ſhould be 


ield, as the Miniſter in his 


ſpent i in Communion with God, and in com- 


munis with our own Hearts. How many 


in aur Civil Bmployments. 3% 
are ſo taken up with their Trade on Barth; 
15 they forget ro.converſe with Heaven?! Ve- 
rily ther is 2 holy Part in every: Man's Time 
which the daily Exerciſe of Religion calls for, 

d which 1 is our daily Duty to keep i invio- 
ns le from the ſacrilegious Hands of ine 
croaching World. e 

6. Labour after een W Soi 
nit in the Management of thy earthly. Buſi- 
neſs; and take beed that oY worldly Em- 
ployments do not blunt the Edge of thy ſpi- 
ritual AﬀeQions z hut endeavour to keep thy 
Heart cloſe with God, when thy Hand is em- 
ployed. in the Labours of thy Calling. A 
faithful and. loving. Huſband, - when he has 
been abroad all, Day in refer Campany, 
5 when he cometh Home at the brings 

is Affections with him as Dre to his Wife, 
as when he went forth in the Morning, from 
her; yea, he is inwardly pleaſed that he it 
ot from all other Company, to enjoy hers: | 

Thus doth a heavenly-minded Chriſtian, after 

hath ſpent ſame Time amidſt his worldly 
e in the Labours of his Calling, he de- 
es and endeavours to briog his who : Heart 

God with him, when at Night he returns 
into his Preſence, to wait upon him; yea, he 
ſtrives to keep his Heart with God all the Day 
long, by often lifting it up to God in holy 
Thaughts and pious Ejaculations, which are 
an. Help, rather than In Hingrance to Wenn 
Buſineſs. 

7. Eye God in every ee conceal | 
with rv Calling. Doſt thou meet with any 


WR intment.? See and be dne of God's 
Hand 


32 
Hand in it; Fs hat are diligent are not thrive? 
ing in this Wold; there are Myſteries of Pro- 
vidence, as well as Myſteries of Faith; Which 
we can never fathom. Doſt o meet with a 
Blefing? own God in all that good Succeſs 
thoufindeff᷑ in thy Employmeht ; ay, with hol) 

Facob, Gen. xxxiii. 11.“ The Evid Py 
orhcioufy with we, 2nF I have enough lon - \ 
God! at airy” Time ſends thee'Ty Rott let i 
de thy Care to return him Praiſe: for not 
is ſo Zeceptsble to God as a gratefal/Nihd.” 

8. Watch'daily againſt the Sin of thy Call 
| ng; as aſſo ugaĩnſt the Sin of thy Conſtitution ; 
and whatever Temptation thou meeteſt with 
from either, cry mightily to Heaven for Power 
to reſiſt them; knowing that whenever thou 

yieldeſt to 1 Temptativs the * 8 irit 180 
thereby prieved, * the Bein yo m | 
aye > { 4 {+4 4.45 
9. Having uſed bf Dilizencei in thy law- 
fal Calling, yerptex not thy Thoughts about 

the Iſſue and Succefs of thy Todes pub, but 
labour to compoſe thy Ving in af Conditions 
of Life to a quiet and ſteady Dependance on 
God's Providence, being anxiguſſy careful for 
nothing. "There is à threefold — 4 which 
the Seripture takes notice of; namely, a Care 
of the Head, a Care of the Hand, and a Care 
of the Heart. A Cate 6f the Head, and that 
is a Cate of Providence, and prudential Fore- 
caſt; this is commendable; A Care of the 
Hand, and that is a Care of Diligence a 5 
Induſtty; this is profitable: But 0 there is 
the Care of the Heart, which is a Care of Di t 
; hdence and Diſtruſt, a Care of Anxiety ar 
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Perturbation of Mind; this is culpable, and 


exceeding ſinful. See St. Matt. vi. 3134. 
10. Reſolve in thy Mind to be cheerful and 
contented with thy Portion (little or much) 
which God, as a Bleſſing upon thy Endeavours, 
allots unto thee. Be content, not becauſe thou 


eanſt not have it otherwiſe, but from an Ap- 


probation of the Divine Appointment. Neceſ- 
ſity was the Heathen. Schcolmaſter. to teach 
Contentment, but Faith muſt be the Chriſtian's. 


"Phil, iv. 11, 12. I havelearnt, ſays the holy 


(not at the Feet of Gamaliel, but in 
the School of Chriſt) both how to be abaſed, 


and how to abound, how to be full, and how 


to be empty; yea, I know in whatſoever State 
I am; therewith to be content.” How are ſome 


Chriſtians. Minds, like Muſical Inſtruments, 


out of Tune with every Change of Wea- 
er ? But it is an even Compoſedneſs of Mind 
in alt Conditions of Life that glorifies God, 


and is advantageous to ourſelves. 1 Tim. ub. 


16. Godlineſs with Contentment is 
Gain.” Not Godlineſs- with an be e ers 


Wert with WY OAT <2 
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1 CHAP: VI. 13 
Of elwiffing God in our lawful Le 


F 2 being impoſſible for the Mind of Man to 
be always intent upon Buſineſs, and for the 
Body to be exerciſed in continual L. abouts, the 
Willem of God has therefore adjudged ſome 
* and Recreation (the better _ 0 

in. 


9 
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| beth Body and Mind for the Service of their 
Maket) to be both needful and expedient; ſuch 
is the Conſtitution of our Bodies, and the Com- 
plexion of our Minds, that neither of them can 
endure a conſtant Toil without ſome Relax- 
ation and delighting Diverſion. As à Bow, 
if always bent, will prove ſluggiſh and unſer- 
viceable : in like manner will a Chriſtian's 
Mind, if always intent upon the beſt Things: 
the Arrow of Devotion will ſoon flag, and fly 
but ſlowly towards Heaven. A wiſe and good 
Man perhaps could wiſh that his Body heeded 
no ſuch. Diverſion ; but finding his Body tire 
and grow weary, he is forced to give way 
to Reaſon, and let Religion chooſe ſuch Re- 
ereations as are healthful; ſhort, recreative, and 
proper to refreſh both Mind and Body: To 
e the following Cautions may 
neceſſary. n Nei 
1. Look that your Recreations be lawful, 
and ſuch as have nothing of Sin in them: We 
muſt not, to recreate ourſelves, do any thing 
which is diſhonourable'te God, or injurious to 
our Neighbour, as. they do, who droll upon 
Things that are ſacred, and who make back- 
biting Diſcourſes their Recreation, and the 
Entertainment of their Friends. 
2. Look that your Recreations anſwer the 
End and Deſign of their ee het to 
paſs Time away, which we ought above all 
things to ſtudy to redeem and improve. Sure- 
ly no Man needs to:contrive how to drive awa 
his Time, which flies ſo faſt of itſelf, and is 
fo impoſſible to recover: But the true End of 
Recreations is the refreſhipg the Mind, and 
; { de 


_ I TY W 


4 


r W D coco am. 


eee 7 


Irie 


double Danger; the one of Covetouſneſs and 
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recreating of the Bod , to make them both the 


fitter for the Service of Godin the Duties of our 
general and particular Callings; therefore, 

3 Be careful that your Recreations be ſhort 
and diverting, ſuch as may fit you for Buh- 
neſs, rather than rob you of your Time. He 
that makes Recreation his Buſineſs, wHl think 
Buſineſs a Toil. The End of Recreation is 
to fit us for Buſineſs, not to be itſelf a Buſi- 
/ SOROS NT Ob 0 1 
4. Take care that Covetouſneſs have no- 


thing to do in your, Recreations : Let your 


End be merely to reereate yourſelf, not to win 
Money, for that will certainly bring you into a 


a greedy Deſire of winning; the other of Rage 
and Anger at thy bad Fortune, if thou hap- 
peneſt to loſe. Covetouſneſs will occaſion thy 
Cheating and Cozening, and Anger oecaſion 

thySwearing and Curſing; and thus thou makeſt 
that which is lawful in itſelf unlawful to thee, 


by making it an oecaſion of Sin to the. 
F. Let not your Recreations be coſtly and 


ex penſive: Some Perſons have ſpent more in 
Gaming vainly than would build and endow an 
Hoſpital, and maintain many Families com- 
fortably; little conſidering that they are only 


God's Stewards, and muſt be ſeverely ac- 


countable to him ſor every Moment of their 


Time, and every Penny in their Purſe, which 


is conſumed in Sin and Vanity. oo + 
6. Take heed that your Sports and Recrea- 
tions be not eruel: we ought not to refreſh our- 


ſelves with SpeQacles of Cruelty, in ſeeing ei- 
ther Men or Beaſts needleſsly tormenting each 


other 
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other; that Enmity which. is among the Crea- 
tiures is certainly the Effect of our Sin. What 
a Heart then has that Man, that can take De- 
light in ſeeing the dumb Creatures torment one 
another? Is it not enough for thee to behold 
the Antipaihies which thy Sin has put into the 
Natures of the Creatures, but thou muſt bar- 
barouſly make thyſelf merry with their Miſe- 
ries, who (in their Kind) are far mote ſervice» 
able to the Creator than thyſelf? -. - © 
7. Remember, Young Men, that God's Eye 
is in the {midſt of you, when in the midſt of 
your Sports and Recreations; therefore be wiſe 
and moderate in the Purſuit of them: Do all 
Things 2 id Ged's Sight, and you will do 
evety Thing to God's Glory. Reſpect ought 
to be had ta God in all we do, not in our Vo- 
cations only, but an our Recreations alſo; and 
the Remembrance of Gog's all- ſeeing Eye up- 
on us, will have an univerſal Influence upon all 
pur Nene boon on nt ode hgh 
8. Take an extradrdinary Care that your 


Recreations do not engroſs bös much of your 


recious Time, Which was given ſor nobler 
— O. how ſadly do forme young Men 
addict themſelves to a Life of Pleaſure, Eaſe, 
and Voluptuouſneſs, unworthily waſtipg the 
Flower of theit Youth, the Strength of their 
Bodies, the Vigout of their Minds, drowning 
in a brutiſh Senſoality the fair and goadly Hopes 
of a virtuous Education, together with the 
Honour of their Families, the Expectation of 
their Country, and the Improvement of their 
Parts! As it Almighty God had placed them 
on the Earth, as Leviathan in the Sta, only — 


** 


T bou art a poor Man, and ſteal 
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take their Sport and Paſtime therein. * Such 


Perſons being ** Lovers of Pleaſure mort than 


| Lovers of God,” are certainly 1 in a moſt de- 


plotable State. 

9. But above all, take heed of nj the 
Lord's Day your Day of Sports and Recrea+ 
tion: This is a Crime of tremendous Guilt. 
Wo be to that Man who diſturbs God's ho- 
ly Reft with his unholy Sports. God's Bol . 
Day calls for hol Beligbt: Iſa. Will. 3. 
Not doing thy Nabe on .. 4 Nag Day,“ 

Time from 
thy Family for unneceffary Recreations on the 
Week-day, it is Theft; but to ſteal Time from 
thy Maker and Redeemer on his Day, is Sa- 
_crilege: Of the two, it is better td plough 


than to play, to dit than to dance u u une 
Lord's Dar.” 's 8 


by. 84: 4 
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A Lmighty Sed being more 'homared 4.5 

 difhondurtd by us in our Religions Du- 
ties, that in all the Actions of our Lives be- 
fides, it concerns us to be exactly careful how 
we manage our Deportment in bis Prefence, 
when we worſdip at his Fooe/fool,” and bow be- 
fore his Mercy-feat. | If it be a Sin not to 
aim at the Glory of God When Eating and 
Drinking at dür own Table, much more fo 
"when Eating and Drinking at his Table, wuen 


Ex- 


3 D glorifjing Go 
Exerciſes of our Religion. How ſuperſtitiouſ- 
ly devout were the old Heathens in the Ser- 
vice of their dumb Idols! They thought no- 
thing tos good for their falſe Gods, for whom 
the worſt was not bad enough ; the Worſhip» 
being better than the God he worſhipped. 
hen they were going to offer their Sacri- 
Hces, their Prieſt cried out in the Audience of 
the People, Procul, O procul eft profant : De- 


Service of their falſe Gods, ſhall we not exer- 
Ciſe a more extraordinary Care and Caution in 
the religious Service of the pring and true 
God? Therefore to prevent ſinful Miſcarri- 
ages in holy Duties, the. following Advices 
may be neceſſary. | Patt Fed d 
1. Labour to entertain in thy Mind awful 
Apprehenſions, and ſuitable Conceptions of 


the Majeſty of that God thou art — 


thyſelf unto : Conceive of him in thy Min 

as à God of ſueh incomprehenſible Greatneſs 
and Majeſty, of ſuch tranſcendent Holineſs and 
Purity, of fuch Sanctity and Severity, that He 
cannot behold Iniquity in any of his Worthip- 


pers, without the greateſt Abhorrence and De- 


teſtation; and for that Reaſon approach thou 
to him with a holy Fear, with an humble Re- 
verence, and not without a trembling Vene- 
ration. * I 


CA =: 4 L 8 N . 34h, | 
2. Set not about Religious Duties without 
previous Preparation.” In every Work, whe- * 


ther Natural or Artificial, ſome Prepatation is 
neceſſary io bring it to Perfection. In Wel 
Le 4 


_ © part. all you that are impure and profane Ke 
& from the holy Sacrifices of the Gods.” 
And if they were ſo ftrict and devout in the 
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of Nature the Ground muſt be digged and 
dreſſed, ploughed and prepared, before the Seed 


be caſt into it. In Works of Art, the Muſt- 
cian muſt ſtring and tune bis Jaſtrument, be- 
fore he can play his Leſſon melodi 
ly then in holy and religious Duties (d 
which our Hearts are naturally ſo back 
and averſe) it concerns us how to enete 


Preparatory Care to bring our Hearts into, 


and keep them in ſuch à holy, humble, joyful, 
thankful Frame and Poſture, that God m 


religious Addrefles to him, and Attendance up- 
on him, in the Way of his Ordinauces. 

3. Keep a watchful Eye upon thy Heart 
whit thou art engaged in any religious Duty: 
Never ate our Hearts ſo apt to wandet as at 
ſuch a time, and therefore they require à ſtrong 
Guard. How very ry"; is the Heart to 
Duty? How wi... and dull in Duty:? 
How ſoon weary of — 
tences will our Hearts make to cauſe us to omit 
hol Performances, or to render us heedleſs and 
liteleſs in them? Therefore as good Nebemiab, 
when building, did work and wntch, watch 
and work, ſo we muſt in — pray and — 
2 and pray 

4. Make Conſcience of glrifying Go in 


alla religious Duties, one as well as another: 
Partiality is hateful to God in the Duties of 


Religion, which bave all a divine Stamp up- 


on them. Many complain of their/Deadneſs 


in Prayer, and Dulneſs under the Word, who 
never came to the dacrament: Wonder not at 
it, God will not meet thee in one Ordinance, 


if 


ay 
bave the Glory, and we the Comfort of all our 


uty ? How-matiy Pre- 
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if thou neglecteſt him in another. We muſt 

not limit and bind the Holy Spirit to this-or 
chat Duty, but wait upon tie in all, Almighty 

God is pleaſed to communicate himſelf with 

great — to his Children, at one time in 

this Ordinance, at another time in that, on 
purpoſe to keep the Eſteem of all in our Hearts, 
and to engage us to attend upon all conſeien- 
tiouſiy in the hole Courſe of our Lives. 
5. Look that in all thy religious Duties thou 
ſerveſt God with an Alacrity, with a Spi- 
ritual Delight and Joy. Joy ſuits no Perſon ſo 
well as a Chriſtian, and at no Scaſon ſo well as 
when waiting upon God in Religious Duties: 

We have a Promiſe of it, Iſa. l. 3. % With 

Joy ſhalt ye draw Water out of the Wells of 

. tion.” And we have alſo a Promiſe made 
unto-it, Ia. Ixiv. 5. Thu meeteſt bim that 

rejoiceth, and 9 — . r 7 that 
is) thou _— 5 IS 

6. Look that thy in atten 
Religious Duties, be the ſame with Goch upon | 
in appointing them; namely, Firſt, That by 
them we ſhould pay our Homage to him as our 
Sovereign Lord: And, „that th 
them he may communicate his ſpiritual Ble 
Ings into his People's Boſoms. 

J. Above all, take Care that thou Aal bot 
blot th and religious Duties, by a \wicked 
and unboly Life A ee ſeeming Zeal at thy 
Devotion in by Chusch, will _ 8 over the 
Week's Miſcarriages in thy „nor atone 
for thy Pride and — for thy! Deceit 11 
Fraud, or wy Rio vw er 


rere ne Oo ne now's ww Lak 


CHAP. 


— , 


in, public Worſhip av © 
CCCP 

Of glorifying Gad in Public Map. 
J T.jis confeiſed by all Per ns-Who have any 
2 Senſe of God and Religion upon their 1 
Minds, that they were made to ſerve and glorify * 
their great Creator, by a conſtant Acknow- 
ledgment of his Sovereignty over them, and 
| their continual Depeèndence upon him. Now 
much of the Honour of God, and the Credit 
of Religion, depends upon the due Perform- 
; ance of his Public Worſhip, this glorifies God 
; much more than any private Addteſſes from the 
8 Family or the Cloſet, both as it creates a 
f Wust Veneration and Eſteem of God in the 
e Minds of Men, and alſo becauſe public and 
t | ſolemn Adoration are the moſt illuſtsious 
K 
* 


Teſtimonies we can render to God of our 
Homage to him. Beſides, how reaſonable is 
it, that we ſhould own the God whom we 
ſerve, in the Face of the World? 
Not but that a Chriſtian honours God high= 
ly, and ferves him acceptably, by his Family 
Duties and Cloſet Devotions; but we do much 
more glorify him by our public Addreſſes. 
Then we honour God eminently, when we 
let others ſee conſpicuouſly the high Eſteem 
we have of his Excellencies, and . cauſe, the 
Voice of his Praiſe to be heard among Men. 
The Honour that is done to Perſons among 
Men, is not done in ſecret, but is always A 
public Thing. Honour me before. the El> 
I ders of my People, ſaid Sau! to Samuel; in 
P. like manner, we ge pats the Lord the Ho- 
| 4. | . nour 
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Jedgtnents to the 
ſtrikes Men with à certain Rwe, and Si 


O glorifying*Gop 
nour due unto his Name, when others are Wit- 


neſſes of the Eſteem we have of bis divine 
Perfections, by our reverent Acknowledgment 


of him in his public Worſhip, To excite 
you therefore to 4 diligent and-daily*Attend- 


ance upon God in public Worſhip, as you 
have Opportunity, «conſider, r. IMat public 


Worfhip glorifies God'moſt.” 2. He e | 


it deſt. 
1. Public Worſhip: ; God moſt, be⸗ 
cauſe thereby u Sende of God and Religion is 
beſt kept up und preſerved in the World, 

which otherwiſe would be in Danger of being 


Joſt. If the public Aſſemblies fan, Reli en 


cannot long ſtand; the Worſhip of in 
our Cloſets will not do this, declare it is un- 
ſeen. What we do alone, o Body fees, nor 


4s it intended that they ſhould 3* and therefore 
that cannot induce others to the fame Way. of 

glorifying God: But when Men fee 'a Body 
_ of Obriſtians aflembled together in an humble 


manner, with pious Devotion and ſubmiſſive 
Reverence, with bended Krrees and Eyes lifted 
up to Heaven, paying their folemn — 

— their Being 


the Belief both of God's Exiſtence and Beneh- 
cence alſo in the Minds of Men: As for In- 


| Nance, when we fee &great Miltitude of poor 


People conftantly waiting at the Gutes of ls 


* 


Houſe, we preſently condlude that ſome 
and gded- Man dwells chere, whom theP, 
wait upon: Thus doch the public Worſhip of 
pious Chriſtians fpread the Fame of God's ex- 
NE" 'Govinels ' Tar and near; Ms 

Wen 
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Joint | 
Axxxvii. 2. The Lord loveth the Gates of 
Sion more than all the Dwellings of Jacob.“ 


in Public Werſhip as 
chen few or none ttead in the Courts of this 


Houſe, which were built to contain a Multi- 


ade of Worſhippers, and to repreſent the in- 
conceiyable Greatneſs of that Ged Who is 
therein worſhipped 
Senſe of God and Religion in the World, and 


repreſents him after a poor and contemptihle 
Faſhion; OI how unſuitable then is it, that 
the Worſhip of ſuch am excellent and glorious 
Being as God is, ſhould be confined to our 
Cloſets and private Houſes, when it is much 


more ſuitable and agreeable to his Nature, 


that we magnify and praiſe him as openly and 


Publicly as poſſibly we can, that ſo we may 
not ſeem to worthip ſome little petty Deity, 


but the Almighty /:aud | Univerſal Lord of | 
Heaven and Earl! | 4. 


*4 


2. As public Worſhip. | 


Aimighty God. more delights in, than in the 
J rayets and Praiſes of his People. Fſal. 


No doubt, the Prayers which good Men put 
up to Almighty God from under their private 


Roofs, ate very acceptable to him; but if a 
Chriſtian's ſingle Voice in Prayer be ſo ſwert, 


what is the Church's Choir, the joint Prayes 
of a Multitude of good Men in concert to- 


when . he viſits him, but when they meet al- 


together there, then is the Feaſt and ſplendid 
Enteitainment 


nent. Verily the public Prayers and 
Praiſes:of God * are che Emblem * 
; ; | 2 


ſo he accepts.it beſt, for there is nothing that 


gether! A Father is glad to ſee any one of his 
hildren at his Houſe, and makes him welcome 


z this very much damps the + 


1 


* 
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of Heaven; and a devout Soul, when joinin 

in the public Aſſemblies, looks upon himſe 
as in the very Suburbs of Heaven, it being the 
neareſt Approach that can be made to that 
glorified Society on this Side Glory. © 
In order to your profitable Attendance upon 
God in his public Worſhip, let the following 
Directions be obſerved by you : _ * 

1. Come always at the Beginning of th 
Service, and be ſure to ſtay till the Whole is 
ended; neither come late, nor run away early, 
before the Blefling be given, which many 
careleſs People rudely do, as if they were as 
glad to get out of God's. Houſe as out of a 
Prifon. Thoſe two pious and uſeful Men, 
whoſe Memories you of this Place have ſuch a 
deſerved Veneration for, Mr. Rogers, ſome 
time your Minifter, and Mr. Hilderſbam, the 
one in his Expoſition of St. Peter, and the 
other in his Lectures on St. Jobn, do give 
frequent Advice to their People, not only to 
come at the Beginning, but before the Begin- 
ning of public Worſhip : „It becoming the 
„ People, ſay they, to wait for the Minifter, 
« rather than the Miniſter to ſtay for the 
People.“ Think not then that you are 
Time enough at Church, if you get to the Ser- 
mon, though you miſs the Prayers, for they 
epare you for the Word, and ſanctify the 
ord unto you. It is not the Way to profit 

by one Ordinance, to neglect another. 
2. Enter the public Affemblies-awfully and 
reverently : Preſume not to come into the Houſe 
of God as you do into a Play-Houſe or Dance- 
ing School, laughing and toying, nor to go Wn 


in Public Worſoip." 4 

ol it as ſuch; but labour for a lively vigorous 
Senſe, of God iĩmpreſſed upon your Minds, 

and to get your Hearts poſſeſſed with the Con- 
ſideration of the infinite Majeſty, and glorious 
Excellency of that God hom you ate addreſſ- 

_ ing: yourſelves untd o 

3. When preſent in the public Aſſemblies, 

join uniformly with the. Congregation in all 

the Parts of God's Worſhip: It makes much 
for the Comelineſs and Reverence of God's 

W 3 that all Things be done in Order; 

when the Congregation prays, bears; #neels 

and ſiags together, as if the whole Congrega- 


tion were but one Man, I 
4. Look that the Intention of your Mind, 
and the Reverence of your Body, do always” 
accompany each other in the Public Worſhip 
of God ; particularly in Prayer, look that your 
Soul aſcend with every Petition that is put up 
at the Threne of Grace, and let the Poſture 
to of thy Body declare the Veneration of hy 
= Soul. To that End, always kneetat r 4 

he if with any Conveniency you can. This Poſ- 
er, ture of 2 and ſometimes of lying pro- 
he ſtrate upon the Face i yer, was conſtantly 
TI uſed in the Jewiſh Church 3 and the Chriſtian 
K. Church was never acquainted with any other 
hey Poſture, except only betwixt Eaſler and Whit- | 
the ſuntide, when, in Memory of Chriſt's Reſur- 
ofit rection, they were wont to ſtand. As for ſuch 
1 amongſt us who rudely fit at Prayer, it ſhews 
that their Minds are not poſſeſſed wit an aw- 
ful Senſe of that vaſt and infinite Diſtance and 
Diſproportion that is betwixt God and them. | 
Sitting no where appears in the Scripture to 
VYy + have 


* of Ar hig Gov: 
have been uſed as a praying Poſture. Andi for 
that one Text, 2 Sam, ui as. that e David 
fart before the Lord) and ſaid, Se.“ R may 
_ ag welt be read, Dauid abode or 8 before 
the Lord, and ſo id rendered; 1 Sami in 14. 


Nor is it to be fuppaſed, that David woyld 


Bie Supplications ts Almighty God in 
ſuch a ſauey Manner,-as he would not ſuffer 


any of. bis on Subjects to preſent a Petition 


to himſelf. A Priute would not bke an irre- 


verent Behaviour from his Setvants in his Bed- 
Chamber, where none beſides hicſelf is wir- 
neſs toi it, much leſs; would he bear it in Wis 
Preſence- Chamber, when be fits upon hit 
An before a Mulenude of bis Subjects. 
Therefore to compoſe she Frame oi your 
. ind to regulate the Behaviour of yout 
Body, whilft Are attending upon Alas 
God in hie — Ordiinances, — 2 
ber the ſeberal Eyes that are 
— g Notice of yo; namely, the alla ſdei 
ren g Eye of — 
a e * 3 nnn 


x 
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6. Never attend apon Alinighty God: 10 
public Duties, before you huve waited: 
him in your 
| ſet before you enter into God's Houfey and 
there firſt conſider, and then pray. Confider 
with thyſelf the Weight and Important of 
thoſe Duties which thou art about to engage 
in: Conſider the Worth and Value of an Op- 
unity for thy Soul, which thou art that 
entruſted with; but eſpecially reſſect of. 
ten a Strictneſs of that Account which 
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private Devotion: Enter the: Clos | 


js to be given, for the long Enjoyment. of the 
tiful Means of Grace ande to these. 
Next, bow wy Knees to Almighty God in 
Prayer, humbly implore bis graciqus Preſence 
wich thee, and Afliſtance of thee in thy prayate 
Preparations, and in thy public Pertarmanices 
alſo. . Remember that as thou canſt do no- 
tiog l at the Ordinance without God's 
Afittance, ſo. will God do nothing for thee by 
the Ordinance without thy Endeayouss : The 
Remembrance of the former will ſtir thee up 
to a more fexvent Supplication; and a more Im 
portunate N N of Help from Heaven; 
and the Conſide ration of the latter, will ex- 
cite thy Diligence and Cate both in, fh E 
paration for and Attendance vpqn, al he ACT 
and ſole n Inſtizations of Aimighty God. 
Never therefare go forth out of thing n 
Houſe without Preparation-aad Prayer, to the- 
Houſe of God; 2 let ſuck of yan as plegd 
me want of Ability to expreſs yaur. Delwes to 
God, make uſe of this Prayer for the Lord's. 
- Day at the End of this'Book, as. ſome. athet, 
compoſed to your Hand, both in your Cloſer 
2 and alſvip your Family, changing _ 
the Perſon, according as yo pray by elf 
alone, or together ih ith I INNs | 
7. As, ſoon 48 e pablig; ee 
over, retire and withdraw thyſelf from 
World; think and meditate upon what thou 
baſt heard. If thou art a ſingle Perſon, call 
| Ae to an Account; if thou haſt; a. Family. 
.call chy Hauſhold to give an Account-of Mhat 
they have heard that Day, and endeavour: hy- 
ſelf (according to thy Duty) to be their Re- 
| G4: - membrancers. 
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membrancer, by repeating to them, either by 
the Strength of thy Memory, or by the Hel 

of thy Pen, the chief Heads of Difcourſe hich 

| were inſiſted upon, for the informing of their 

1 udgments, and directin of their Pralle. 

_ his was the pious Practice of your Fore- 

_ Fathers; and if ever Religion recovers its de- 
cayed Strength, it muſt be by the Help and 
Encouragement of Maſters of Families, who 

* holily rr that whatever others do, they 
and theirs ſhall ſerve the Lore. 
38. Conclude and end the Day of public 
Worſhip with Family Prayer, and a Pſalm of 
Praiſe, bewailing the Miſcarriages of your 
Hearts in holy Duties, imploting Forgiveneſs 
of the Iniquity of your holy Things, and the 

l Acceptation of your Sacrifice and Service in 

| and through our great high Prieft and wortby 

| Mediator. And af thou wanteſt Word to ex- 
preſs thyſelf, thou wilt find Affiſtance among 
the Prayers at the End. * 
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, glorifying God in our Family Worſpip. 
AN 's chief Prerogative and Dignity 

N which he hath to glory of, is this, that 
be is the only Creature in the viſible World, 
made to worſhip and enjoy his great Creator. 
All other Creatures are Servants, but Man only 
is a Prieſt to God; they obey their Maker, he 
only worfhips him. This Worſhip, under the 
Law, was limited to a particular Place, to wi 

N 


| the Tabernacle and the Temp le. But under 
Ii 


And accordingly we find, that religious Houſ- 


1 


in Family me 4 


888 Almighty God — declared that it 

ill that ** Men pray every where, lift- 
ing vp holy Hands, without Wrath or Doubt-. 
iog.“ Ali ighty God therefore not only allows 
Chriſtians « iberty, but enjoins them the 
Duty of 3 him with their Houſhold: 


holders have, in all Ayes, conſtantly and con- 
ſcientiouſly performed this Duty. Devout Cor- 


nelius ſtands upon record for his Family Reli- 


gion, As x. 2. He feared God, — all his 
Houſe;ꝰ that is, he teverenced and | worſhipped. 6 
him: It is added, that be gave much Alms , 


to the People, and prayed to God alway. 


Surely, he that was ſo charitable at his . to 
refreſh the pinched Bowels of his poor Neigh- 
bours, could not be ſo cruel to the Souls of his 
Relations and Servants within his Hduie, as to 
lock up his Religion in a Cloſet from them. 
To convince you of the Equity and Reaſon- 


ablenels of the Duty of worſhippimj God daily 


in and with your Families; conſider, 2 
1. The Right which Almighty God has to 
your Family Worſhip, by virtue of that Rela- 
tion which/he ſtands in to your. Families, He 
is the Founder of your Families, the continual 
Preſerver of Fi and a daily BenefaQor to 
them; the very Being of your Families, as 


ſuch, is from the Lord: He builds the Houſe, 


he ſetteth the Solitary in Families. He bas 
owned this Domeſtical Society chiefly for his 
own Glory, and next to that, for our Good = 
and Comfort. Your. Families then are God's We 
dy a 0 of Creation, and by.,a. Right f 
C5 Pre- 
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ſaſtains them: We and ours live, 
Bounty, and are maintained at his Coff; it is 
his Fleece and his Wool which we daily wear, 
and he giveth us richly all 22 enjoy. 
Now if ** the Ox knoweth his er, and 
the Aſs bis Maſter's Crib,” ſhall a Family,. 


which Almigh God doth hourly ſuſtain and 
im, 


azꝝnd oden their Dependence on him. 


2. Confider the Obligations you lie under 


to pay their Homage to h 


to the Performance of this Duty, both in point 


of Duty, and in point of Intereſt. 

In point of Duty: (I.) As 
by Almighty God with the Care and Charge of 
r Children, and Servants alſo; for which 
eaſon, every Parent and Maſter is in fome 
Meafure a Prophet, Prieft and King, in and 
unto his Houſhold. As #'Prophet, he is to 
teach them by Inſtruction and Example: As a 
Prieſt, he is to offer up the daily Sacrifice of 


after him, to keep the Way of the Lord. 

In point of Intereſt alſo; (2.) Have you not 
many Family Sins to confeſs, and many Family 
Wants to ſupply ? Now is there any that can 
pardon the one or ſupply the other, beſides 
God f If thy Children want Bread, eanſt thou 
put it into their Mouths before God puts it 
mto thy Hand? If they want Grace, can any 
work it in their Heart, but the God of all 
Grace? In a Word; Do you bot daily receive 


many Family Mercies from the Hand of divine 


Bounty? And 3s it not reaſonable that they 


upon his! 


you areentruſted. 


Prayer and Praiſe for them: And as a King, he 
is to command his Children and his Houſhold 


„ + 6 a.mﬀ%* co = If ee ca 
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which eat of the ſame Fealt, nod 
the ſame Song of Praiſe to the Founde 


in ir 


none of your Family gend im Wen B60, 6 
buried in the Reder their Habitatians, but 


all of you preſerved from Death and Danger; . 


3nd delivered from the Powet arid Malice of 
evil Spirits, and out of the Hands of utfeaſons- 
able and wicked Men; is not this 2 Mercy 


that deſerves thy calling thy Family together 
jointly to offer up/yourthanktful Bann 


e to the God of your Mereies? % 
3. Conſider that the very 


demn all ſuch Perfons as live in the Neglect of 
worſhipping God in their Families. For even 


they had their Houſhold Gods, as they called 


them, unto whom they ſaerificed Morning and 


Evening; that they might obtain their Favour, 


and be fueceſsful in their Enterpriæes. The 


ſacrificed, let us go to Bed:” How many that 
ealt themſelves Chriſtians, ſay, 


<<. Now we have 


fupped, let us go to Bed?” O! what ſhall we 


ink ef fuch Perſons ? are they Men, or are 


they: Swine ? They are funk not only below: 


Heathens, but even as low as Brutes Who 
nevet Joo up to the Hand that feeds them 
No that your Family Worſhip may de per- 
mes t in an acceptable and advantageous man 
ner, let the following Advice be obſetved by you. 
1. Take care that Family Worthip be per- 
ſormed conſtamtly and feafonably.. By F _— 
dag ny 7 Be 1 mean eſpecially Family Prayer 


Reading, the holy Seriptures, We. Catechizing. 
© & and 


of ie? 
When you awake in the Morning, and fd 


7 Heathens at the 
great Day will tiſe up in Jae and con- 


old Heathens were wont to ſay, Nom we have 


— 
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and inſtructing Children and Servants in ihe 
Fundamental Principles of 2 
Praiſing God in Singing. All which Duties 
tbe Family Governor is to take care not only 
that they be perſormed conſtantly but ſeaſon- 
ably, at ſuch Times as are freeſt in regard of 
Interruption; particularly the Morning is the 
fitteſt Seaſon, when — hop are freſh and 
lively, and before a Throng of worldly Buſineſs 
erouds in upon us: You will find it much bet- 
ter to go from Prayer to Buſineſs, than from 
Buſineſs to Prayer, in regard to the Freedom 
aof your Minds from diſtradting Thoughts. 
So when the Evening comes on, delay not the 
Performance of your Duty to an unſeaſonable 
Hour. Some Maſters call ſor the Cuſhion to 
to Prayer, when they are more fit for the 
blow, and to go to Sleep. But ſoppoſing 
that this ſhould not be thine own Cafe, thou 
art wakeſul thyſelf, yet thou oughteſt to con- 
ſider the Condition of thy poor Servants, who 
work hard in che Day, and to take heed that 
thou doſt not. expoſe them to the Sin and 
Temptation of a drowſy; Prayer. 
2. Look upon it as thy obliged Duty to 
pray Morning and Evening in thy Family. 
Many Maſters pray neither Morning not Night 
with theit Houſhold ; ſome pray at Night only, 
and then ſo late, that a Child is aſleep in one 
Corner, and a Servant in another, and the 
Mafter himſelf between ſleeping and waking: 
Can ſuch hanging down!) our Heads, inſtead 
of lifting: vp our Hands, be accepted as an 
22 Sacrifice ? Surely we cannot expect 
it. To convince you how.reaſonabi A hty 
La | 1 TY od 
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but not ſo muc 


i Public Warſbip« 


5 
ng as well 


called << the continual Burnt-Offering.“ (a.) 
That we have no Reaſon to think or ſuppoſe 
that Almighty God expects | leſs, but rather 
more Homage and ſpiritual Worſhip from us 

now, having freed us from the Burden of ſuch. 
Ceremonial Obſervances as they were obliged 

to then. (3) That the often repeated Com 
mands of the Goſpel,” which require us to 
pray always, and to '* pray without ceaſing,” 
cannot be reaſonably thought to ſignify leſs 
than praying as often as the Jews offered 


| -» Sacrifice, which was Morning and Evening. 


And this may as properly be called a Praying 
continually, as the Morning and Evening Sa- 


crifices under the Law were called-a continual | N =. 


Burnt-Offering : So that if you do not pray 
Morning and Evening, you muſt ſuppoſe that 


: 228 God will accept of leſs Service un- 


der the Goſpel, than he did under the Law. 
. 3d Advice is this. Spend ſo much Time in 
Family Worſhip, and particularly in Prayer, 
that thoſe that join with you may be affected, 

t ſo much Time as to be wearied with 
the Duty. My Meaning plainly is, be neither 
too ſhort, nor yet too tedious: To riſe up from 
our Knees before our Hearts are affected either 


with our own Sins, or with God's Mercies, is 


to come away from a Duty no better than we 
went to it: And ſuch an ovel haſty Brevity ar- 
gues very little Delight that we take 5 the 
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Duty, but ſhews, that we are very glad to get 
out of God's Preſence us ſoon as we can. And 
on the other Hand, too much Tediouſneſs and 
Length in Duty has its Indonveniencies, and 
makes the Duty burthenſome, and Perſons the 

more back ward to the Performance of it. * 
thy Prudence then ſo guide thee in the Mia: 
nagement of thy Duty, trat God may have 
the Glory, thyſelf and others the 'Benefit of 
thy Attendance on hint in holy Duties. - 
4. Ladour to preſerve Family Peace: Wyo 
would deveyatbly perform Fur) Prayer, agree 
together in Love, that your Prayers be not 
hindered. This is — — Religion and 
the Power of Holineſs, ean never thrive'or 
proſper in that Family where Diſcord and Con- 
tention dwells: You may as weil hope to live 
together comfortably in an Houſe on Fir, as 
pray together aceeptably when your Spirits are 
inflamed with Paſſion, or imbittered with Pre- 
judice one againſt another; nay, verily, the 
Body may as well thrive in a Fever, as ſuch a 
Family grow in Grate. As the Fire in the 
Veins muſt be quenched, and the Body brought 
to its natural 'T'emper and Diſpoſition, before 
it can thrive and grow healthy; fo theſe un- 
kindly Heats muſt be quenched in a Family, 
befots Religion can thrive or proſper: That 
Family will be unſuceeſsful in praying, thut is 
much in ſquabbling and brawling, often on- 
benGing with and clafhing again one another. 
| Take heed of ſetting up Family Worſhip 
In Oppoſition te Publie Worlthis, or to ſuffer 
the one to interfere with'the other: We cn 
ay our Prayers (ſay/ſame}- in” the Chimney 
PRE Cor ner, 


4 


| Too Dias, your Wants ang Mercies, tr eta 
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Oorner, why need me goes Church to do it 
But 3 rate, all God and Religion 
will be utterly leſt ia the W gon. and is not 


of holy Chriſtians, a Privilege worth thy pri 

ing? How does the Preſence of devout Souls 
ſometimes fire and inflame our cold Spirits, 
and cauſe them to grow into 
and Tranſports of Teal! Thus the a 
Herbert mf 1 * „ers 


I private Prayer be: 2 are Defien,/ 


Vet Public hath more Promiſes, more Love— 
_ "Leave then thy Six and Seven 


«1b pray with * Fe 3 ** nw. 


Heaven. 9 


. Godallows you Time both for Public Wor- 
ſhip, and Family Duties; he expects the joint 


Performance of both from you. Let Piety and : 


Prudence, ſo guide and direct you in the Ma- 
—— of both. 
your Souls improved by both. 

—_ Let not the Senſe of thine own Weakneſs 
er want of 2 and Parts, &c. diſcourage thee 


from the ny Pertormance of this. Buty or 


Praying in and with thy Family; but in Gbe- 
dience to God ſet about it in the beſt Manner 


thou art able, and he will pardun thy Wenk 


neſs, and accept thy Sinoetity. It is not en- 
larged Parts and Gifts, and florid Expreflions, 


that Almighty God looks at, but an humble, 4 


penitent, broken, and believing Heart. Stu 


A 11 IJ enſe 


the Communion of Saints, and the Fellowſhip 


er Ardours | 


that God may be glorified, | 


* 


in Publ gp / tg 
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Senſe of all theſe upon your Hearts, and you 
will be able in ſome Meaſure to expreſs: your 
| Deſires to Almighty God. But if, after all, 
| the Want of foitadle Expreffions does diſ- 
courage thee from praying before others in thy 
Family, make uſe of ſome of thoſe many good 
Books of Devotion which are amongſt us: Or. 
if you have none of them, and are fo poor that 
e purchaſe them, make n the. 
Prayers at the e End of this Book, to enpreſs 
jo - Family Wants unto Almighty 

orning and Evening. 

Now for a Cloſe to this Advice to _ 
Governors, concerning the Performance of 
Family Worſhip, I ſhall only ſubjoin this one 
cautionary Direction: Fake heed of reſting in 
thy F — Duties, and by no Means think it 
ſufficient to prove thee a Saint, and evidence 
thee a ſincere Chriſtian, becauſe thou art fre- 
quent in Family Duty. Alas! a Man — 

ſet up the Worſhip of 0d i in his Houſe, 
yet not worſhip Him in his Heart, The Dur | 
itſelf is good, but the bare Performance of it 
will not demonſtrate thee to be ſo: Look there- 
fore how thou daily walkeft, as well as how 
thou prayeſt. It is ſad to pretend to Religion 
in the Houſe, and to practiſe Deceit and Fraud 
in the Shop. Ol how many begin with God 
by Prayer in the Morning, and keep the Devil 

Compary in Sin all the Day — 

glect of Family Duties will nde 
beſpeak — a bad Man; but the moſt conſtant 
Performance of them, without a Life ſuitable 
to pro __ _ pore thass good Man. 
$24.19 
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- Church in their public Aſſemblies, when with 
united Prayers 


and $ 


ications they make 
their ſolemmeſt A 


to him: But, O! 


bow adorable is his condeſcending Love in _ 


ſtooping ſo low as to maintain-a holy Fellow- 


| ſhip and ſweet Communion with a ſingle 


Chriſtian in his Cloſet Devotions ! Ie it not 
enough, that in Heaven, when we fall put 
lory, that he will take us 
into his Royal Preſence, and admit us there to 
the Sight and Enjoyment of his Face and 
Favour; but he will now, whilſt we are clad 
with Rags of Mortality, and before our Grave» 
Clothes are thrown off, entertain us alſo as his 
Friends, and indulge us the Liberty of giving 
him a Viſit in "the remotrgſt Corner of out 
Houſe? - Verily ſuch aſtoniſhing Love, and 
gracious Condeſcenſion, is rather to be admir- 
ed than expteſſed by us. Now there is re- 
quired of a Chriſtian ſeveral ſecret Dy 
upon our humble Prayers to him, will afford 
us the ſweet Influence, the ſecret Aids and 
Aſſiſtances of his holy Spirit: As namely, 
1. Holy and devout Meditations. When the 
Soul retires from the World, and in a ſerious 
and folemn Manner ſets itſelf to think upon 


God, or conſider his glorious Attributes, to 


meditate 
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meditate upon his gracious Promiſes, to admire 
his wonderful Word'and Works. > 

2. Serious Self- Examination, by which we 
make duiy Inquiry imo the State of our Souls, 
and thereby arrive at a wel}-grounded Know- 
ledyd of the Safety of o State and Chndty 
tian, dy comparing the Frame af our Heares 


and the Conte of dur Lives with the bly - 


Rule of God's Command ments, and 


dlerving 


their ngere, Center ehh deem: 


to he perfotmed conſtantly and ſealonably 
twice a Day. As ſoon as yu riſe out of Bed 
in tha Morning, begin the Daꝝ with God, and 
make a moſt bearty Fender of yourſelf to his 
Service and Glory, befare you ſer about aa 
worldly Bufigeſs ; ang never think of putting 


| off. your Clothes to lie don at e 


you have commended yourleives and all your's 
unta his merciful Protection. For your En- 
courage ment hereunto, you have the Practice 
you find early in the Morning pray ing alone, St. 
Mrd i. 38. and late in the Evening, St. Mate. 
iv. 23. aud that this was our Saviour's uſual 
Practice may be gathered from St. Luke xxii. 39. 
compared with St. Lude xxi. 33. Thus Chriſt 
ſanctiſied this Duty by bis own Example, and 
has by his Promiſe annexed a gracious Reward 
to the faithful doing of it, St. Matt. vi. 6. 
All this our bleſſed Saviour did when he was 
here on Earth, and now that he is aſcended up 
into Heaven, to what Purpoſe is he appointed 
our Intereeſſor there, if we ſend up no Prayers 
w bim, to be preſented by him to the F 212 
Fi < 5 C11Gch 


ir Seoreti Duties. 59 
; Befides this, the:Senſe of our daily Wants, | 
one would think, ſhould ſufficiently excite us 


to this Duty, werſhanding in continual Netd of 
God; — if we ſhould:be to want no- 


Add to this, that there is n ſua 
Almigliry Godemirely — — 
mending oarſelves im the f 2 | 
him, with a pious. Truſt int bie ey, and an 
entire devoting; of ourſelves to his Seruce and 
Glory. But Ol how inexprefiible will be the 
af going ta God as an Acquaiatance 
when we are going out of this World, if we 
can truly ſay, asthat devout Maa . Prefien 
did, a little before his Death, I ffralb change 
my Place, but not 5 howjoyfully 
may we hope, and camfortably: expect: to go 
— —— we die, with whom we held 
nſtant good Cotre ſpendence, and axamnined | 
—— amiliarity — werlived / 
Let theſe Conſiderations, briefly: kinted to 
thy Thoughts, work in thee a pious Reſolu- 
tion to begin and end the Day with God i th 
will antidote: and fortify thy Soul againſt the 


— of Sin, and the Tontytationd' of Sid» 


_ Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory tells us, that hen 
St. 3 fell into that great Sin of offering 
Incenſe to an Idol God, that Moming he went 
forth before he had performed his private De- 


votions. We are nerer ſafe either from. Sin 


or Danger, but when under the — 
iog Care ad providential Wing of God; and 
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Prayer is the Way and Means to engage God 
Almighty's Care over us, and Concern for us: 
By Prayer we fix our Minds upon him, we 
lay open our Souls before him, we mend 
ourſelves unto him; which gives our / Minds 
the ſweeteſt and moſt ſolid Satisfaction, that 
whatever Providences befal us, are certainly 
intended by an unerring Wiſdom for our Good, 


and in order to our Happineſs. 


Now, in order to our glorifying Almighty 
God in ſecret Duties, let the following Di- 
rections be obſerved. 
1. Be ſure that thou art private in thy pri- 
vate Duties; let it be a true ſecret Prayer, and 
: Rememberour 
Saviour's Advice, St. Matt. vi. 6. Enter 
into thy Cloſet when thou prayeſt, and ſhut 
thy Door; and be ſure to ſhut it ſo eloſe, that 
no Wind of Vain-glory may either get out or 


eome in. Some Hypocrites pray in ſecret, but, 


as they handle the Matter, they are not ſeeret 
in their Cloſets. Rather than be guilty of 
this Vanity, ſhut the Door of thy Lips, as well 


8 Cloſet ; not but that it is lawful to uſe 
the Voice in private Prayer, provided it be not 


for Oſtentation, to be over-heard by others: 
Yea, and uſeful alſo, as it helps the Attention 
of the Mind, and prevents wandering Thoughts, 
and likewiſe quickens the Affections, by aiſ- 
ing them up to a higher Degree and Pitch of 
Fervency. Chriſtian Prudence therefore mult 
direct thee what is beſt in this Caſe. : + 

2. Look that thou art free and open with 
Almighty God in private Duties: come not to 
God in ſecret, and then conceal thy Secrets from 


him; 


# 


* 
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him; lay open thy very Heart, and ſpread all 
thy ſecret Sins before him, and be ſure to hide 
nothing from him; if thou art not free to con · 
feſs, thou muſt not expect Forgiveneſs from 
God. Prayer is called in Seripture a pouring 
forth of the Soul te God; becauſe a'gracious 
Perſon makes known all his Wants and Griefs 
to God, and does this with much Freedom of 
Spirit: Verily there is nothing that Almighty 
God teſents moreunkindlyat his People's Hands, 
than their Attempts to conceal either their ſe- 
cret Sins, ot their ſecret Wants from him; 

when he ſtands ready ſo graciouſly to pardon 
the one, and ſo mercifully ta ſupply the other. 
Make uſe of the moſt proper and fitting Sea- 
ſon for private Prayer, and take heed that one 
Duty doth not interfere with another, either 
with Family Prayer, or with Public Worſhip: 

The Beauty of Chriſtianity conſiſts in the Har- 
mony of a Chriſtian Obedience, but the Devil 
takes a mighty Pleaſure in putting Perfons upon 
ſetting the Ordinances of God atV ariance one 
againſt another: Look alſo that thy Cloſet- 
Devotions. do not interfere with the Duties of 
thy particular Calling: God allows Time for 
the Shop, as well as for the Cloſet; as thou art 
to ſhutthy Cloſet Doors to pray, ſo art thou to 
open thy Shop Windows for Work; and if we 
be not faithful in the one, we cannot expect his' 
Preſence in the other. Go then, O Chriſtian, 
into thy Cloſet, before thou goeſt into thy Shop, 
or elſe thou art an Atheiſt 3"*but when thou haſt 
- been with God there, attend with Faithfulneſs 
the Buſineſs of thy Calling, or elſe thou art an 
 Hypoctite. He that ſays, < Be fervent in Pray- 
er, ſays alſo, Be not flothful in Buſineſs.” 
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4. Tale beed tbat your frequent 'Perſorm+ 
nner of ſecret Duties do not degenerate into 2 
liſeleſe Formality. What we do very ſte : 


queptiy we are too apt to do veryventeleſiy: | 


it is excteding hard not to grow formal in 
thoſe Nuties Which we ate daily employed in. 
Endeayaur there fore with the utmeſt Care 
and Diligence to keep up the Fervour of your 


AﬀeGtiogs in your daily Approaches to Gods 


and in order thercunto, I would adviſe y ou tu 
ay often, rather chan very long, for it is 
«cult ta be lovg in our Prayers, and aur 
carts not grow cool in them. Our bleſſed 
— Saviour himſelf we find praying often, yea, 
and uſing the ſame Wards in Prayer, St. 
Matte vi. 444. 02 649} 
5. Reſt not upawitas an ĩnfallible Evidence 
of thy Sincerity, that thou art found in the 
Practice af ſreret Duties. It is paſſible for 
—— ſectet. Duties, and yet indulge 
may - | 4 | tES, 1 
himſelf in many ſecret Sins: But — 
Iighteſt in ſearching Duties as well as ſecret, in 
the cloſe Examination of thy: Heart, in the ici - 
partial Trial of thy Ways, in ſerious Meditation 
on the T:breatenings 
deter thee from the Practice of all known Sin, 


this will afford thee a good Ground of Hope 


that ihy Heart is-upright in God's Signt. 


6. Let not Buſineſs divert thee, let not the 
Senſe af thy own Weakneſs and Want of & bi- 
lities diſcourage thee from the Practice of ſecret 
Duties, eſpecially from by thy- 
Aelf; Cauſeſs all thy Sins, and ſay open all thy 
Wants before Almighty God, in the beſt Man- 


, 


* 
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of the Word, ſo as to 


mmer 
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ner thou att able, und queſtion not the Ac 
ceptanoe of #hy orthlefs Services, ſinoe thou 
haſt ſo worthy ea Mediator And rather 'than 
the Senſe of thine on Weakneſs and want of 
Expreſon, ſheuld tempt thee to the Neglect 
of this Duty, make uſe of ehe Prayers at the 
End of this Book for /a private Perſon. 
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PHE Bible · being a Letter wrote unt 
1 as by the Finger of God himſelt, what 
is our Reading of it and: daily converſing with 
it, but a commuaing with the Almighty, and 
making an e e that Revelation of his 

Will, which bis Wiſdom has been pleaſed to 
make unto us? How exceeding great then is the 
Folly and Impiety of thoſe, who either lay the 
Bible aſide as a neglected Book, or olſe read it 
careleſly, irreverently, unattentively, without 
an honeſt Simplicity of Ml ind, to be guided, in- 
ſtructed and directed by it? To prevent the _ 
Sin and Danger of both which Neglects, it wil! 

be our Wiſdom to reſolve wich (ourſelves i000 
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and one out of the New. In, the Diſcharge 
of which Duty, the following Directions may 
be of Uſe and Advantage to us. 
1. T he firſt Preparative to our Reading the 
Holy Scriptures, ſhould: be Prayer: As the 
Scriptures, were dictated. at firſt by the Holy 
Spirit, ſo do they ſtill owe their Effects and 
Influences to the Spirit's Co-operation: He 
teacheth his People to profit; the Things ef 


the Spirit, the Apoſtle tells us, are ſpiritually 


diſcerned,” 1 Or. ii. 14. And although the na- 
tural Man may well enough apprehend the Let- 


ter and Grammatical Senſe of the Scripture, - 


yet its Power and Energy, that perſuaſive Force 
whereby it works upon Men's Hearts, this is 
peculiar to the Spirit; and therefore, without 


his Aid, the Bible, whilſt it lies open before us, 
may be as a Book that is ſealed unto us. When- 


ever therefore thou takeſt the Bible Into thy 
Hands, dart up ſuch Ejaculations as theſe to- 


wards Heaven, and ſay, x Lord, open thou 


mine Eyes, that I may ſee the wondrous Things 
of thy Law. Bleſſed art thou, O Lord, teach 
me thy Statutes. Let thy good Word be a 
Light unto my Feet, and a Lamp unto my 
Paths. Order my Steps in thy Word, and let 
no Iniquity have Dominion over me. Give 
me Underfianding, that I may walk all my 
Days by the Counſel of thy Word; and in the 
End of my Days die in the Comfort of it.“ If 
you read the Word of God without Prayer, 
you muſt expect to read it without Profit. 
2. A ſecond Qualification preparatory.tothe 
Reading of the Holy Scriptures, is Reverence. 
When we take the Bible into our 2 
Wi ſhou: 
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| Hoh Scriptures daily. ; 65 1 
| | ſhould do it with other Sentiments or Appre- 
henſions than when we take a common Book. 
conſidering that to all that converſe with it, it t 
is either «© the Savour of Life unto Life, or of 
Death unto Death;“ that is, in a regular and 
| right Uſe of it, it is the Inftrument of our Sal-' 
vation; but upon our Abuſe of it, it is the Pro- 
moter of our Deſtruction. Accordingly we find 
good Men, in all Ages, have been wonderfully” 
ed with the Hh Bon res, and to the 
inward Reverence of Bai indy have joined* 
the outward Proftration of their Bodies, never. 
reading the Bible but upon their Knees; to the 
great eproach and Shame of our Profaneneſs, 
who ſnatch up the Bible as we do a Play-Book, . 
and read it with as little Reverence and Re- 
gard; yet with this Difference, that we diſmiſs 
the one much ſooner, and retain the Impreſious 
of the other much longer. Now this proceeds 
in ſome from, the Want of that habitual Rev: 
vence, which we ſhould always baye to theWord | | 
of God; and in others, from the Want of ac. 
tual exciting of that inward Reverence when 
they go to read. This is certain, that where 
there is no Reverence, there can be no . 
of any geuuine and laſting Obedience. 

3. A third Requiſite to the Reading of the 
Holy Seriptures with Profit, is Sidcerity, This 
is twofold; namely, A Sincerity of the Under- . 
ſtanding, in order to Belief; and a Sincerity of 
the Will, in order to PraQtice, We muſt come 
tothe Wotd of God with Preparation of Mind 
to embrace indifferently whatever God reveals 
the Object of our Faith; and we muſt ulſe _ 
rect our es FE * End for * 
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„% Of Reading th 


and one out of the New. In, the Diſcharge 
of which Duty, the following Directions may 
de of Uſe and Advantage to us. 
. The firſt Preparative to our Reading the 
Holy Scriptures, ſhould; be Prayer: As the 
Scriptures. were dictated. at firſt by the Holy 
Spirit, ſo do they ſtill, owe their Effects and 
Influences to the Spirit's Co-operation ; He 
teacheth his People to profit; the Things ef 
the Spirit, the Apoſtle tells us, are ſpiritually 
diſcerned,” 1 O. ii. 14. And although the na- 
tural Man may well enough apptehend the Let᷑- 
ter and Grammatical Senſe of the Scripture, 
yet its Power and Energy, that perſuaſive Force 
whereby it works upon Men's Hearts, this is 
peculiar to the Spirit; and therefore, without 
his Aid, the Bible, whilſt it lies open before us, 
may be as a Book that is ſealed unto us. When- 
ever therefore thou takeſt the Bible, into thy 
Hands, dart up ſuch Ejaculations as theſe to- 
wards Heaven, and ſay, Lord, open thou 
mine Eyes, that I may ſee the wondrous Things 
of thy Law. Bleſſed art thou, O Lord, teach 
me thy Statutes. Let thy good Word be a 
Light unto my Feet, and a Lamp unto my 
Paths. Order my Steps in thy Word, and let 
no Iniquity have Dominion over me. Give 
me Unde ing, that I may walk all my 
Days by the Counſel of thy Word; and in the 
End of my Days die in the Comfort of it.“ If 
you read the Word of God without Prayer, 
you muſt expect to read it without Profit. 
2. A ſecond Qualification preparatory to the 
Reading of the Holy Scriptures, is Reverence. 
When we take the Bible into our Hands, we 


ſhou'd 


Bh Seripturen daily. 66 
ſhould do it with other Sentiments or Appre-. 
henſions than when we take a common Book. SS, 
conſidering that to all that converſe with it, it 
is either the Savour of Life unto Life, or br 
Death unto Death; that is, in a regular and 
right Uſe'of it, it is the inſtrument of our 8al- 
vation; but upon our Abuſe of it, it is the Pro- 
moter of our Deſtruction. Accordingly we find 

good Men, in all Ages, have been wonderfully” 
Ned with the fei Scriptures, and to the 
inward Reverence of dee Minds have joined a 
I the outward Proftration of their Bodies, never 
reading the Bible but upon their Knees; to the £ 
great eproach and Shame of our Profaneneſs, 
vdo ſnatch up the Bible as we do a Play- Book, 
and read it with as little Reverence and Re- 
„ard; yet with this Difference, that we diſmiſs 
me one much ſooner, and retain the Impreſſions 
Jof the other much longer. Now this proceeds 
in ſome from the Want of that habitual Reve- 
1 rence, which we ſhould always have to the Word 
s of God; and in others, from the Want of ac. 
\ If tual exciting of that inward Reverence when 
a they go to read. This is certain, that where 
y |} there's no Reverence, there ean be no N 
t of any geuuine and laſting Obedience. 
e 3. A third Requiſite to the Reading of the | 
y PJ Holy Scriptures with Profit, is Sidcerity, This 
e FJ is twofold; namely, A Sincerity of the Under- 
If I ſtandifig, in order to Belief; and a Sincerity of 
r, filthe Will; in order to PraQice. We muſt come 
; tothe Word of God with aPreparation'of Mind 
je to embrace indifferently whatever God reveals 
e. [as the Object of our Faith; and we muſt alſo 
pe direct our Toning to * End for 
. the 
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a Holy Script ures were Sd namely; the 
K Ne God's . in order 10 2 aing of 
xi. 10. rſtanding 

hav all they that do 15 mandments. 
Read the Scriptures with eſpecial Anen- 
. 400, It is Folly and Lightoe(s not to do fo in 
the Reading of human Authors, but it is ſinful 
and dangerous not to do ſo in peruſing of this 
divine What greater Contempt can be 
ſhewn of a whom we bear ſpeak, if we 
mind nat at all what is ſpoken by bim ? -T his 
vile Affront do all thoſe put upon Almighty 
God, who hear or read his Word, but give u 
Attention to it; the Virtue which God bas put 
iuta bis Word, conſiſts not in the Letters and 
Syllables of it, which are no mere ſacred than 
thoſe of another Book ; but it is the Senſe and 
Meaning which is divinely inſpired, and which 
Can — — be underſtood n unat- 

tentive Readers. 

5. Read the Word af God with particular 
Application. This is the proper End of aur 
| NPR. Let us therefore, whea we read, 
. ourſelves as ſpoken to in what we 
hen we read. our Saviour's Denuncis- 
o_ to the Jews, $5 Except ye repent, ye ſhall 
& all periſh,” Lal. Kill. 5. we ars to look upon 
it as ſpoken to r and to conclude the 
indiſpenſable Neceſſit of our own Repentance. 
When we read that bars alogue of Ciaines 


err ee fo " 


* 


in 1 Cor, vi. 9, 10. which ptonouncts that ſuch 
Perſons ſhall not inhetit the Kingdom of Hea - 
ven, we are to believe, that the ſame Crimes 
will as certainly ſhut Heayen Gates againſt us, 


** to whom that Epiſtle was im- 
mediately 
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| Hoy Scroptures daily. Gy. 
n irected. 80 in all the Precepts of a 
good Lite, we are to think ourſelves as nearly 
and particularly concerned as if we had been 
Chriſt's Hearers upon the Mount. In like man- 
ner, when we read the Threatenings and Pro- 
miſes, we are either to ttemble or hape, accord 
ing es we are guilty of thoſe Sins againſt which 
the Threatenings are denounced 5 or practiſe; 


6. Read the Word of God with a Reſolution 
to practiſe what thou readeſt, otherwiſt allyour. 
Reading ſerves but to increaſe your Guilty and: 
will aggravate your Condemnaton. As Ohriſ- 
tianity is not an empty Proſeſſion, but a prac-! 
tical Art of holy, Living; ſo the Bible was not 
given us merely for our Speculation and Enter- 
tainment, but for the Rule of Life. Alas! what 
will it avail us that our Knowledge is right, if 
our Manners be crooked, aur Practiee be 
bad ? We ſhall with another Day we bad ſtudi- 
ed theAl/haren (a Book held ſacredibythe Turks) 
rather than the Book of Life. Read then the ha- 
ly Lives and Actions of God's Children, nat as 
Matters of Hiſtory on, but as Patterns for iii 
tation. When than radeſt of Naa I piight- 
neſs, o{{orabom'sFaithfulne,ofofer's Meck- 
neſs, of David's Detot ion, of eds Patience, 
of bk Acal, labour tobe inwardly ,und 
with! i1beoſtevienY ut ue, and boche outwardly 


„ ron on Be Fe ES: 


we toad the Bible oulyavHiftorians;:to;fur na 
outfelves/with Matter for Diſcourſe; and not as 
Chriſtians, to regulate our Lives acehrding to 
che Piecepts and Examples contsined in it; if 
this be the Caſe, it will undoubtedly ptone the 

D 2 - ſaddeſt 


thoſe Duties to which the Promiſes are annexed. 


denied withcbeſameGradts.i Wdliutto 66, - . 


53 Of Reading the 


ſaddeſt Hiſtory that ever we read in all ourLives.” 


7. Let the Word thou readeſt in the Morn- 
ing, de much upon thy Thoughts all the Day 
after, as thou haſt Opportunity; if alone, ei- 
- ther walking or working, meditate upon what 

thou haſt read; thy Thoughts may be buſy, and 

thy Hands not be idle; thy Heart may be 
in Heaven, while thy Hand is at the Plough: 


How is it poſſible to profit by the Word read, 
if we never think of it after we have read it? 


David tells us, that he had. more Underſtand- 
ing than his Teachers,” becauſethe Law of God 
was his Study and Meditation all the Day 
long, Pſal. cxix. 99. If thou art in Company, 
either with thy Children or Servants, Almighty 
God both direQts thee, and commands thee alſo, 
to make his Word the Sudject- Matter of thy 
Diſcourſe unto them: Deut. vi. 6, 7. Theſe 
Words which I command thee this Day, ſhall 


be in thy Heart; and thou ſhalt teach them di- 


ligently unto thy Children, and ſhalt talk of 
them when thou ſitteſt in thy Houſe, and when 
thou walkeſt by the Way, and when thou lieſt 
down, and when. thou riſeſt up. 
8. In reading God's Word, compare Scripture 
yith Scripture, and uſe plain Scriptures as a Key 
to unlock obſcure ones; for the Bible ſweetly 
harmonizeth and agreeth with itſelf: There are 
indeed ſome Things hard to be underſtood, ſ6trie 
knotty Paſſages in Scripture to tame our Pride, 
and to preſerve the ſacred Writings from Con- 
tempt z but the Truths neceſſary to Salvation 


are plaiff, and of eaſy Acceſs to the weakeſt 
Underſtanding. In the Scriptures, thoſe Wa- 
ters of Life, ſays pious Biſhop Hall, there ate 

| | . Shallows, 
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Hiob Scriptures daily. 69 


Shallows, and there are Depths; Shallows where 
the Lambs may wade, and Depths where the 
Elephants may ſwim.” Let not the Plainneſs 
of the Scriptures offend ſome, nor the Obſcu- 
rity of the Scriptures diſcourage others. Bur, 
9. If you meet with any Difliculties in Scrip- 
ture which overmatch you, note them down, 


_ conſult your Miniſters, and crave their Help in 


order to the right Underſtanding of them; you 
need not doubt of an eaſy Acceſs, and an hearty 
Welcome upon this Errand to your ſpiritdal 


Guides; only be ſure that you come to learn, 


and not to cavil; to. have your Judgments in- 
formed, and your Conſciences ſatisfied ;. not to 
have any Itch or vain Curioſity gratiſied. Our 
blefſed Saviour, though willing to ſatisfy his 

Diſciples concerning his Doctrine, yet when 

they came to him with nice and curious/Queſ- 
tions, he choſe rather to chaſtiſe that Humour 
by a Reproof, than to cheriſh it by a fatisfying 
Anſwer ; See As i. 6, 7, **\Lard, wilt thou at 


this Time reftore again the Kingdom to 1+ 


rael ?” He aid; It is not for: you to know 
the Times or the Seaſons,” C. 
10. If by frequent Conyetſe with the bleſſed 
Bible, you have got the Scriptures at your 
Tongue's-end; take heed that you never furniſh 
out a Jeſt in Scripture-Attire, ,or in'a jocular 
Humour make any light or irreverent Applica- 
tions of Scripture. Phraſes and Sentences. O' 
what an impious Liberty have ſome Men in this 
Age taken, to lay their Scenes of "ridiculous 
Mirth in the Bible, to rally in that ſacred Lan- 


guage, and to play the Buffoon'with the moſt 


ſerious Things in the World They bring forth 
inst D 3 Scripture 
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Seripture indeed in Diſcourſe, but it is as the 
Philiflines brought for h Samſon, only to make 
them Sport. Theſe Men ere long will find 
Almighty God in earneſt, though er de in 


jeſt; and that tie that bas magnified his Werd 


above all Things, will ner book it, that any 
Man may make it vile and ntemptible, by 
rendering it the Theme of his giddy Mirth and 
profane Drollery. It is reported of our Jeſiah, 

King Edward VI. that when in his Council- 
Chamber, a Paper that was called for happened 
to lie eut of reach; a Perſon that ſtood by took 
a Bidie, and Kanding upon it reached down the 
Paper. . The King: obſerving what was done, 
Ho 2328 took the Bible oy his 

nds and Ri 1 ing it again. 

Ot thn Action of "he King's Jet me makes 
this Application; how much it concerns all 
Men, not only to-abſtain themſelves from every 
Action that looks like a Contempt of the my 
Scriptures; but alfo when they obſet ve it 

others, to diſeduntenance the  Infolnce, | 
both by Word and Action ne 20, B of 
the Veneration they have that holy Book, 
; 3 * _ others Ge” 


* 


- dd. * CET df er It 


ET HERE 
"Of Hearing the Werd n | 
OVA bleded Saviour being conſtituted aud 
ted by his Father to be the fu- 


pre rophet and Teacher of his Church, 
er on Earth, he diſcharged this Office 
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Of Hearing the Word preached. 7 
57 y 3 going bimſelf into all Cities and 
Villages, 3 and preaching the Kingdom 
of Goa, St. Mark vi. No he is aſcended 
iato Heaven, he teaches his Church miniſte- 
rially, by Wis Miniſters and Ambafſadors, whom 
he has enjoined, in bis Name, and b Autho- 
rity derived ſtom him, to reach his People to 
* obſerve all T whatſoever he has com- 
manded them,” St. Matt. xxviii. 20. at the fame 
Time laymg his People under a ſtrict Injune- 
tion and Obligation alſo, to take heed that 
they hear” Mt. xi. 15. To take "heed 
* what they hear,” Mark iv. 24. and . to take 
s heed how they hear,” Luke viii. 18, Whete 
obſerve, that as there is a Law enſoining Heat- 
ing, ſo there is ao a Rule to direct us in the 
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e Act of Hearing. And indeed, if we conſider 

n 8 theM Authority of the Perſon ſpeak- 

y ing tous 50 the Word, how deeply we are con- 

cerned in what we bear, the c Effects 

4 that this Word has upon its Hearery, the ſmall 
| Number-of thofe whom the Word works fay- - 
” ingly upon, and the Shortneſs and Uncertainty 

„ the Time which we have to hear the Word 


inz fach Conſiderations cannot but excite our 
| Care, and cauſe us to take heed how we hear. 
No, that you may hear the Word preached 
3 wich the greateſt Profit, the following Diree- 
tions may be of Uſe and Advantige to you, - 
1. Hear the Word of God Pi ye Con- 
ſider ſeriouſly with thyſelf Whole Word it is 
that thou art going forth to hear; the Word of 
the great and holy God, by which you mult be 
jodged; x Theff. it. 13. Fi woe d and Aim 
—— — en 
; N ve 
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72 Of Hearing the Word preached. | 
have a ſpecial Influence upon your Hearing; 


come not to the good Word of God with an 


evil Frame of Heart, either with Pride, Preju- 
dice or Paftion ; but “ lay aſide all Filthineſs, 
and Superfluity of Naughtineſs, that you ma 
receive with Meekneis the ingraft 
v bich is able to ſave your Souls. But eſpeci- 
ally take the Throne of Grace in your Way to 
hear the Word of Grace. The Word works 
not as a natural Agent, by an inherent Quality 
of its own, but as a moral Inſtrument, in God's 
Hand. Now, as it is God that gives u Bleſs- 
ing to the Word, ſo it is Prayer that obtains 
ſuch Bleſſing. Say therefore with David, Lord, 
open thou mine Eyes, that I may fee the won- 
_ ., drous. Things of thy Law; make me to undet- 
fand the Way of thy Precepts. And if thau 


wanteſt Words to expreſs thy Defires upon this 


a Occaſion, make uſe of the Prayer in Page 151, 
or the Collect for the ſecond Sunday in Advent. 
2. Hear the Word £itentively: Fx thy Mind 


| Rong ang apply thyT houghts unto what is ſpok- 
> 


v | 
en; fuffer not vain, Thoughts or drowſy Neg- 


ligence to hinder your Attention; for, it ſhews 
. the little Eſteem we 2 for the Word of God, 
hen we give placg grdinarily to wandering 
Thoughts, a drowly Eye, and an unattentive 
Ear, i) the Hearing of it. It is ſaid of Lydia, 


Acts xvi. 14. That the Lord opened her 


: Heart, that ſhe attended to the Word which 
Was ſpoken of Paul,” Obſerve, Firft her Heart 


was opened, then her Ear: From whence ga- 


ther that, the great Reaſon of Perſons not at- 


tending to the Miniſtry of the Word, is a De- 


(662.10, their Heates > wherg ee 


ed Word, 
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/ Hering ibe d proeathed 3 
the Ear will not be ſhut. O! whatgieat Vas 
vf Mind and Levity of Spirit does it argue 
len, to yield a far greater Auention to the 
reading a Neu · papers than hen «:Meſlage = 
from God is deliyered. to theme A 
Am ere urg m7 
3. Hear the Word of God . Tag | 
bour to remembet and hold faſt what thay hee 
eſt. To this the Apoſtle adviſeth, Feb. ii. 
« Let: us, give the more ęearneſt Heed unto: 
Things which re ſpoken, left at any Time wet 
told | let them ſlip- ! Many complain of th 
Weakneſs of -theit Memory, they cannqt re- 
member the Wurd as they deſire; qat ſuch take 
the following, Advice: namely, "Daboup for a 
full and clear Undeaſtandingat the Marterdelis, - 
vered : The clearer Apprehenſion we have: of 
Trurhs in our Underſtanding, the firmer Im- 
preſſion will they make upon qut Memories : 
Iguorance is one of the greateſt Hindtances ts 
Memory. Again, Labour to exbits, a quick = 
en, and ſtir. op. ans gMWAken yaut. Affections "= mw 
Deſire and Delight in and toward the Ward ob. | | 
God: David ſays, Pſull. cxix 16. Ldelight in 
thyPrecepts : 15 will got. forget thy Word. 
add bod it trus by common. Obſetvation, — 4 
Paſſage e e bel remembered byws,. - 
wbich-djd moſt affe But eſpecially, if 
you would remegiben phat you hear, be much 
in the prefent; Med untion Sf/the; Ward: you. 
have:heard: Ihe VW pid preached. is eb 
10 ed ſown; nqw; Meditation ig the row 
wat cqwers Ihe Seed: Fhis, muſt be uſed as 
ſpeedily ad we can, after we have been under 
. 9 HH HN . $' 15 1:79 neben 15 
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V Of Sharing thi Ward pauchal. 


ng 


the Ordinance; otherwiſe Satan, that Bird of 
Prey, vi endeavour to ana Seed 
out of aur Hearts: - 
© 4. Har the Word of God Applyinth r 

Male dipantou ar and cloſe Application of the. 
Truth thou heareft to thine H Soul. It Is 
obſervaile chat the Word e dompared 
in Setiptute to ſuch Things as re acluſe 
and immediatv Application; 'Azy to weed, which 

brings forth no Inegpenſe as it lies in che Cham 
der, but when into the Ferrows of the 
Field; to Need, which nouriſnes not when 
ſtan upon e Table, but when - 
to the h 5 0 Raing which prod 
Fruit en hanging in the Clouds, but Gage 
drinkin by wie ie chirily Klin. This was the 
Neaſon why St. Peter's Sermon met with ſuch 
Succeſd why ſo many ater Souls were 
9 every ied what was 
ſpbken-to himſelf, then n en and Bre- 
thren, what ſhalt we do?“ A . 37. Apphi- 
eat ion is not ee of. e but 


of Heating allo ENG 1h $*%1/ 4 
' 8; Hear tie Word of God 7M 

| the Wars of Suctels which the .of 
© the Word meets with, proceeds ben Ondalhes 


Hob iu. 2. % The Word preached did not pro- 
| fr, not deing mixed witk Faith in them that 
heard it. There is a mutual Relation berwixe 
oy and the Word: — Faith 3 Ke 
ord, it comes by Hearing ; and no profiting 
by the Walden Feith 5 the Werd 
eth boldly, and worketh miraeulouſty, under 
Faich's Banner; It is tha Power of God uns 
to Balvation;ꝰ but only to them that belt ieve.” 


Faith 
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Faith in the Command ments, cauſeth-Sy 
tion: Faith i he; as z,caulcth H 
Nation: Faith in the Prom: „ 
98 Was the Thicatenings and Promiſes 

wh ate · dully preaches, 'daly waer 
might re would they wade 
Livezor en! ooo, ehe 
us ſcom Sin, and the Promiſes allure vs Dart. 
2 


6. Hear the Word of God Meebly : 
ot Palins either again 


heed of 2 
| leſſengets of God: e J 
angry 3 5 the Word == 
— Sins, and Fades, N or ir Ado: do. 
minations: 2 Chron; xvi, Tc if 
Wien the Prophet; put Him in Prin, 
Ripewwith hich? I ſuch R 
— and b Mar, whoſe Net | 
ea with the Lord his God, what —— 4 
dignation may we'conttive' Oftentimes ty Bofl 
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Sins are r 
Way: Either thou dn be angry 
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76 Of Heoring.the Mrd prentbed. 
1 Is told thy Faults 2 If you (ay that 
7 7 ofthe Tertots and Threaten- 
905 4 — ready Way to drive 
I on iy reply,,that it: is not the 
1 pj but eg 2 that lays 
a.toDeſpair';, Peter recgi yed. our Sa- 
Toa roo e e, Tudas rejected 
a rove. bim to De- 


pug wy ert Halter, he went and 
Hanged Bim ſelf FI Nit. 5 58 Wa 
i f -# all; hear, the Word of God Prac. 


When the Minifter's Duty is done, 

Work begins: He heareth a Set: 

ho n it moſt. This prag: 
. 


of the Word, will prove hee to 
e an 1 er, P/al. exi. 10. K 
eee haye a}l they that; do, big 
ents,” It will evidence ne be 
ive Hearer,, auſe this Prat ſin | 
the of our Remembering. | It will 9815 
= de a believing Heater; f Arad, 
lier s Word concerning the Plague of 
Hail, but they that made their Cartl flee out 
at the Field d into their Houſes? W "Work 
ths pat the Threatenings of 150 W 
t. ſuch as upon the Denunciation; of the 
8 do „ flee. from the Wiath to 
come?! O Chriſtian ] do not only hear and ad- 
mire, but hear and amend ; obey ſrom thy Meas 
the Form of Doctrine delivered to thee, . 
then thou art bleſſed in thy Deed. KELL: 
thee hereunto, conſider, firſt, that this pr 
cal Hearing of the Word n the 75 
and God in the Word above all: To come to 
the Word without * Pere ot Deb, to 
lber: . orify 
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tiſe what thou bheateſt, conſider our Saviour's 
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glorify God by it, is the Height of Profaneneſs : 
to pr, and 


5 


not to do it, is the Depth of 

ily. The Apolile himſelf dc the 
NE the Brethren, 2 Thefſ. iii. 1. 4 That 
ord of the Lord may have free Courſe, - 
= be glorified:”? Wen is God'glorified, but 
when bis Word is. believed, entertained, prac- 


tiſed and obeyed ? To encourage thee to prac- 


Promiſe, Jobs ix434a%*IfanyMan be aWorſip- 
per of God, and doth his Will, him he heareth.“ 
wk Be 90 F to take an Account of tb ſci 
ai tard the Word preached; po 
YO a noble Faculty of Self- 
en ; be has a Power of calling himſelf to 


an Account for thefſeveral Actions performed 
by him. Now when, a Chriſtian after hearing 


of the Word preached; is found in the Exerciie 
of the Duty, frequently and faithfully examin- 


ing his own Heart, what he has heard, and bow _ | 


he Had heafd, it is a good Evidence of his Sin- 


cerity; both becauſe, firſt, it is a ſecret Duty 7 


und ſeebndly, a ſearchitig Duty. This is not 


the Hypoctite's Way who deſires not to ſearch. 


himſelf, nor that the Word ſhould ſearch him; 
be t for taking all upon Truft, and nothing up- 
en Trial. And having called thyſelf to an-Ac- 
edunt in ſecret, how thou haſt heard the Word 
in publick, what Benefit thou receivedſt, and 

Aſſiſtance thou enjoyedſt; call Hkewiſe 
a F abi (if thou haſt any under thy Charge) 

2 e thee an Account what they heard, 

and how they underſtand, endeavouring to in- 
form their Judgments aright as to the Nature 


| af. 1 os divine Truths they have heard, and 


15 2 praying 


7 Of Receiving the Lonf's Sudper; | 
br with them, add for them, ' arcottiy 

trections given before, Chapter var 2 
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©. Concerning the Lord's W 1 2 
HE Sacrament of the Lore s Supper be R 

T one of the moſt divine: Myſteries gy. 
Chriſtian Religion, and the digheſ AQ and 
Exereiſe of religious Worſhip; he muſt be un- 
thank ful to Chriſt, and unjuſt to himſelf, tit 
does not watch over and prepare his Son! fot 
ſo ſolemn a Duty. Therefore that 1 
aſſiſt you in a fichtel Preparation for this Or- 
dinance, and excite you r6'a frequent Phrtici- 
pativir of it, 1 (hall briefly Wr the follswe 
ing Particulars. W „ 5A. 10 


4 
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. 1 Hall aequaint you. mich the Nature of 
this Ocginance, 2325 
2. Inform y ou of the Ends of i its Taldaiton! 
3 Lay, before you the Obligation. you * 
rent frequent oa „ At 115 
4. Anſwer the ſeveral Excuſes made by ang 

ye Neglect of it. wie rn T2 | 

5. What, Preparation is aaceſſary to fit you N 
Prog 0 * eilen 
(Ge What Diedions may bo uſed wait You 
in it, | 46 $4 "ng ved; 

7. How we dught 2 manage our Depot | 
* and Behaviour after 1m. 


1. Concerning the Nature of dbis Or dddaber; I 
Kuow that the Lord's Supper is" a Take 


Feaſt, 
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Feaſt, appointed for a fle Remembranes of 


Cnkriſt's Death, and is a Seal of thut Covenant 
which God has made wir us in Chriſt. The 
Uſe then of this Ordiaanes is terdfold: (.) To 
de a ſolemn Remembrance bf. the Perſon and 
Paſſon of our holy: Lord,” to excite us thank+ 
fully to call co. Mind all that Chriſt bath Abne 
and ſuffered for our Gvod, and in our Steady 
in order to this inflatning out AﬀeStions with - 
Los unto his Perſon; and but Wills witch Re- 
ſolution to ohey his Precept. (.) It is a Seal 
of the new Covenant, or Covenant of Grace, 
which God has made with us in Chrifh;, in 
which Covenant he hath aſſured us of Pardon 
of Sin and eternal Life, upon the Conditions of 
Faith and Repentence. Almighty God ſeals ts 
us in the Sacraments, and aſſures us that he 
for his Part, will make good his Promiſes3 and | 
we ſeal on out Part to Him, that we wil en- 
deavour (by bis Grace eflabling) to perform 
the Conditions. This is the penuitie Nature 
of-the Lord's Supper. e Nee e ab Tug wel 
2. Now as touching the Ends of this Inftity. 
tion, and the ſpecial Rad ns and Purpoſes for 
which it was ordained by our Saviour, they ars 
ſuch as theſe : (t.) The Renewitig of that ſo- 
lemn Covenant with God, which we entered 
into at our Baptiſm, when by thePiety'oF our 
Parents we were dedicated to the Lord, and 
took an Qath ef. Fideliry' unte Chriſt, the Cap- 
tain of: our Salvation, to beedme his faithful 
Solders, and Servants into dur Life's End. 
No becauſe our Inſitmities ate many, and the 
Breaches of our Baptifinet Now too frequent, 


that we may not want a merciful Opportunity | 


_ ( 


to 


80 Of Reteiving be Lord's Supper. 
bewail our Backflidings, and to renew! our 
mts doe Ordinauce was appointed. (a.) 
Another End 19% to remember the Love of aur ; 
dying Redeemer, in laying down his Lifefor us: 
St. Luke xxĩi. 19.5 This doin Remembrance of 
me; in Remembrance of my;bloodySufferings, 


in Remembrance of my bitter Death and Paſ- 
ſion. (3-) To ſeal unto us the Pardon of our 
Sins, and the Afſurance of everlaſting Life: St. ⸗ 


Matt. xxvi, 28. <Thiz:ismyBlbod ofthe New 
Teftament, which is ſhed formdany, for the Re- 
miſſion of, Sins. Chri ſt aſſures us of Pardon 
on his Patt, if we perform the Condition of 
Faith and Repentance on bur Part. (4.) Ano- 
ther End of this Ordinance is, to fortify the 
Soul with Power ts reſiſt Bin, and to get the 
Victory over it ʒ yeaꝭ and to mortiſy and ſubque 
it, that out Souls, cheing a. Giants refreſhed 
with this ſpiritual] Winx, all the Enemies oſ our 
Salvation may fall befere us, and, we maybe 
mote than Conquerors qver them. (5 The 
laſt, but not the leaſt End of Chriſt in appoint- 
ing this Otdinancę: as fot the uniting all the 
Profeſſors of hit holy Religion together in the 
ſtricteſt Bond of Love and Chatity, 1 Cor. x. 15. 
We being man, att ne Breay and one Body; 

or we are all Partakers of that one Bread. 
That is, as many Grains of 'W heat-unitgdto+ 
tber in one Maß, or Lump, do mabevene 
daf of Bread 3 ſo Chriſtians, though many; 
by the Death of out Saviour and by partaking 
of his Supper, axe ſpiritually / incorporated uo 
one myſtical Body, and ſhould labour to de of 
mano ien e % Nen Nen 
C1 | g & + 


cf Receiving the Lord's Supper. 87 
* Next let us conſider the Obligations 
which lie upon Chriſtians to attend upon Chriſt 
in this Ordinance. Now there ate eſpecially 
two, namely, an Obligation of Duty, and of 
Intereſt. 2 

Fir/t,Welie under an Obli igation to frequent 
this Ordinance in Point of Duty and Obedi- 
ence to our Saviour's Command; eſpecially . 
we conſider what Kind of Command it is, name 
Ip, the Command of a Sovereign, the Command 


of a Saviour, the Command of a dying Saviour: 


It is a Command of Love, a gracious Com- 
mand, Eat and Live.“ It is a pleaſant, eaſy, 
and honourable: Command. What more plea- 
ſant than a Feaſt? What more. honourable than 
to feaſt with a King, yea, with the King of 
Kings? In a Word, it is ſuch a Command, the 
due Obſervation whereof will help us to keep 
the.reſt of G 8 Commandments. better: It 
will be an efficatious Means to make you always 
do well: Finally, it is a plain, poſitive, expreſs 
Command, from which nothing can diſcharge 
us but à Countermand from Heaven, which we 
never expect; ot an Impoſſbility of doing it 0 
want of unity, which we cannot plead 
Secondly, We lie under another Obligation to 
2 Practice of this Duty, from a Tie of Inte- 


reſt; for by a due Approach 40 gur Lord's Ta 


ble, our baptiſmal Vow. is renewed, our weak 
Faith ſtrengthened, our languiſhiog Love in- 


flamed, our Deſires after Chriſt enlarged, our 


Sorrow for Sin heightened, freſh Power agaioſt 
and Victory over Sin obtained, our preſent Joy 
and Comfort multiplied, and our future Hopes 
of make advanced. O] how unkind then — 
ey 


—_ 
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82 Of Receiving the Lord's Supper. 
they to their Saviour, and alſo cruel to their 
own Souls, who live all their Days in the Neg- 
leQ of this engaging, uniting, quickening, con- 
firming Ordinance of the Lord's Supper; whom 
all the melting Intreaties and paſſionate Impor- 
tunities of the Miniſters of Chrift, eould never 
prevail upon Se the Practice of this moſt rex- 
fonable and advantageous Duty? 7 
4. But let us hear the feveral Pleas and Pre- 


tences which ſo many Thouſands of Perſons 


though profefling Chriſtianity, do make for this 


notorious Neglect of their dying Lord's Com- 


I Plea, or Excuſe made by fome, is the 


extraordinary Dread and Solemnity of the Or- 
dinance: Theſe pat their Saviour off with a 


liment z- telling him, That the Privilege 
is too great, the Dignity too high, and the Or- 
dinance too ſolemn for them to approach unto. 
Auer, This is a good Reaſon why you 
approach the Ordinance with Prepara- 


you ſhould rurn-your Back upon it: As if a 
ing (Gould invite and command you to pay 
Attendance at Court upon his Perfon, and you 
very gravely tell him, t it is too high an 
Honour for Perſons of your Rank; you will 


violate his Precept, and at once affront his 


Authority, and contemn his Kindnefs. | Know 


then, that the Reverence which our Saviour 
expects to this holy Inſtitution, is a Reverence 
of Obedience. That Man has a due Senſe upon 


his Mind of the Solemnity of the Sacrament, 


who is careful to approach it with all the Hu- 
$36? | mility 


tion and Care, but no Argument at all why 


therefore, out of Reverence to his Perſon, 
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Of Receiving the Lord's Supps. 83 
mility and Senſe of Uaworthinefſs, which be- 
comes polluted Duſt and Aſhes ; bur fuch a 
ſuperſtitious ſort of Reverence as makes Men 
afraid of doing their Duty, is diſhonourable 
to God, and hurtſul to themſelves. ? 
2d Pla, Is that of Unwortbineſs. Wo are 
unworthy to come, and therefore afraid to 
come: For & he that eateth unworthily, enteth 
his own Damnation: Therefore we will be on 
the ſafeſt Side, and prevent coming unworthily, 
by keepiog away, and not coming at all, 
Anſaver, (1.) There is a twofold Worthineſs 
in reference to the Sacrament, a Worthineſs of 
Merit, and a Worthiaefs of Meetneſt: If by 
being worthy you mean the former, a Worth 
neſs of Merit, by which you deſetve to be en- 
tertained at Chriſt's Table; in that Seriſe not 
only the holieſt 8aĩnt on Rarth, but the er 
Angel in Heaven, is unworthy of the Privilege: 
But then there is a2 Worthineſs of Meetneſo, 
which imports ſuch a Fimeis and Preparation 
of Soul as the Goſpel requires, and Chriſt will 
accept. A A Begyar s notworchy of your Alma, 
. not aecount it Humility, but 
e in him to refuſe yout Alms, (when in- 
treated to accept them) upon! Preterice of be- 
ing unworthy of them. The Truth is, an 
humble Senſe of our Unwotthineſs, is rar | 


Account a fit Qualification, 
(2.) Whereas thou pleaſeſt thyſelf, Jennie 
art on the ſafeſt Side, by keeping away from the 


Ordinance; this is a manifeſt Mitate, becauſe 
the Guilt and Danger of unworthy Refuſing, is 
certainly as great or greater than the Danger 
of aaa: Receiving s For, not OR 
* 


84 Of Receiving the Lord's Supper. 
all, is a bold Affront to the Authority of Chriſt, 
and a mighty Contempt of the Love of Chriſt ; 
it is a caſting off the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity ; 

it is a renouncing the Communion of Saints, 

and a quitting all Claim and Intereſt in the 
Covenant of Grace, Did they in the Goſpel, 
who made light of Chriſt's Invitation to the 
Marriage Supper, eſcape any better than he that 
came without a» Wedding Garment? Were 
they not both deſtroyed, they for their Diſs 
3 _ he ——_ 3 3 

.- , Is that of Unhtneſs and Un - 
212 ge 


edneſs. My Conſcience tells me, _ the Sin- | 


ner, that I am unſit to come to this Ordinance, 
and therefore I had better ſtay away, _—- 
Auer, (1.) Whoſe Fault is it that thou art 
unfit? It muſt be either God's Fault or thy 
own. Canſt thou, dareſt thou ſay it is God's 
Fault, when be is both willing to aſſiſt thee, 
and accept thee ? When he offers thee his aſſiſt- 
ing Grace, but thou art not willing to accept 
it? But what is it that makes thee unfit ? Is it 
not ſome Sin that thou att not willing. to part 
with ? Does not Conſcience tell you that you 
live a bad Life! That there are ſome ſenſual 
Louſts which you indulge, and are not willing 

to part with? | This is that which makes you 
unfit to come, and afraid to come. 


(2.) If you are unſit ſor this Ordinance, you 


are not fit to die: You ptetend, you, muſt ſtay 

all the Days of your Lite, till you are prepar+ 
ed for. the Sacrament : But, will Death wait 
for you, till you are prepared for that? When 
Death calls, appear you muſt at God's Tri- 
bunal, whether fit or not fit. Now, * 
. al 


j * 
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O Receiving the Lord's Supper. 85 : 
that prepares you for Death? Is it not the- 
Exerciſe of Repentance and a holy Life? This 
will fit you for the Sacrament; and without 


this, you can never de fit for Heaven, not 


to e gee 5 Nig 2 
© (3-) Speak ſincerely; Did you ever go about 
2 yourſelf fit? Didſt thou ever { 2 
Day in thy Cloſet, in ſearching for and finding 
out thy Sins; in confefling and bewailing of 


them; in reſolving againſt them; in praying 


earneſtly to God for the Aid of his Grace te 
enable you to mortify and ſubdue them? Did 
you ever repair to your Miniſter, and defire his 
Aſſiſtance in fitting you for the Ordinance? Af 
not, which-is certainly the very Caſe of many, 
good God ! what horrid Hypocriſy is this, to 
offer it as a reaſonable Excuſe, that thou. art 
unfit, when thou didſt never in thy whole Life 


once attempt to endeavour to make thyſelf fit? 


Unfit thou art, not only for the Sacrament, but 


for every holy Duty alſo; unfit to pray, unkt 


to hear, and unfit thou wilt be for ever, with- 
out thy own Endeavours to make thyſelf fit; 


. for God Almighty never wrought a Miracle to 


maintain Sloth. If eſt thou canſt do 
nothing without God; I reply, That God 

will do nothing without thee : Uſe a faithful 
Endea7@ur to prepare thyſelf, and then God 
will both aſſiſt thee; ' and accept thee alſo ;z 
dut it is great Folly to think of excuſing one 
Fault Wick andhb erl. 
Ab Plea, Alas! ſay ſome, we ate poor ig- 
norant Creatures, we were never Book-learnt, 
and therefore want the Knowledge which is 
requiſite in a worthy Communſ cant. 


©» 


2 = 


x 


2 * | _ 8 y * 2 F * * * a 1 8 4 * ry N ” * 
A 93 * Ny $ Is * ENS your * his 4 * a. — 
pe y 2 Y / r N 
: 5 . 
g . * 
* - 5 4 \ * 
n - » 1 * . . . 
" " 4 - 8 »% . " 


An n ** 
ele Religion, 
thy ignorance is dangerous and damuable; ſuch 
as will ut thee out of Heaven, as well as de- 
bar thee from the Sacrament, But, why doſt 
thou xeft contented with thy ory Why 
do hau not cooſult:thy ſpiritual Guide for 
_ private Iuſtruction, who would thank thee for 
ſuch an Opportunity of being ſerviceable to 
thee? Wilt thou chooſe rather to carry thy Ig- 
norancets Hell with thee, than make it known 
to ſuch as are willing to teleaſe thee from it 7 
But. (2+) It. may be thou art not ſo ignorant 
as thou thinkeſt thyſelf : Peradventure thou art 
wiſtalen in the Meaſure and Degrees.of Know- 
ledge, which are requiſite in a worthy Commu- 
nicant; if thou bait, though hut in a ſmali De- 
2 attained to a Knowledge ef the Uſe and 
nd of this Ordinance, it is ſufſicient, though 
thou ant not able to diſpute controverſal Paints 
relating to it: If thou underſtandeſt the Author 
af the Ordinance to be Jeſus Chuiſt 3 the End 
of the Ordinance to be a Repteſentation and 
Commemoration of his Death; that the 
breaking of the Rread, repraſents the breaking 
_ of his Body upon the Croſa; and the * pour- 
ing out of the Wine, the ſhedding of his Blood 
for thy Redemption: if than underſtandeſtithe 
Uſe af this Ordinance to befor the Renawingot = 
thy Covenant with God, which:thou enteieũſt 
into at thy Baptiſm ; to remember the Loy of 
thy dying Saviour 3, to ſeal unto thy Soul Par- 
don of Sin, and to engage thee daily to die 
more and more unto Sin; to unite Chriſtians 
together in the ſtricteſt Bonds of Love and 
| Charity: 


H 1 o = FA > ö 


Charity: If thou knoweſt all this, and endea- 


: FT X | ge 
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voureſt to act ſuitably thereunto, I dareafſure 


thee thou haſt the Knowledge of a wotthy Com- 
municaat. And ii thou — on, the Sacra- 
3 grow more and more in 
now Obedience, | Noe 1 f 

5th Plen, But 1 EE 
ſh qa > So I cannot mournfor Siaſomuch 
as I would, aud weep over it ſo often 'as 1 
ought; and what ſhould a Perſon under the 
Power of an hard Heart do at this Ordinance? 
 Lnſwer, H thou haſt ſuch of Sorrow 
as pies thee upan lothing and leaving off thy. 
Sins, though thou canſt not maurn for Sig fo 
much as others do, and as thou wouldeſt do, 


yet thou mayeſt be a true Penitent. Kno, hat | 


another's Degree of Sorrow is not the Standard 
to meaſure thane by: AN are not Sinners alike; 
and for that Reafon, the Sorrows of all Perſons: 
will not be alike. Some Mens Sins have been 
infamous and natorious, their Livestainted with 
hei nous Crimes; now their Sins looking ghaſt- 
ly upon their Conſciences, no wonder if they 
— ws ſuch Agoniesof Mind, ſuch Hor- 
rors and Terrors of Conſcience, and meet-with 
ſuch melting Sorrows as others are Strangers 20. 
and unacquainted with. But perhaps God has 
bleſſed thee with a pious Education, and/hisxe-' 
ſtraining Grace has kept thee from thoſe: pre- 
| 1 Acts of Sin which ch oher have ern 
to their violent — of Grief and Sor 
row; yet at the 780 Time chou haſt ſuch a 
ꝶ6—— t of Sin, as cauſes thoe to hate 
* it, 


8 8 
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it, to forſake it, and to-lothe thyſelf by Reaſon 


as thou wouldeſt, yet thou mourneſt that thou 
canſt mourn no more. Know, for thy Comfort, 
at thou art not under the Power of an hard: 
eart: Thou doſt not wholly want the Grace 
of Repentance, but oughteſt to come to this 
Ordinance for the increaſing of thy godly Sor- 
row for Sin; believing and expecting that the 
Sight of a broken bleeding Saviour, will tend 
to the further breaking ot thy Heart, and in- 
creaſing thy godly Sorrow for Sin. The 
btb Pretended Excuſe for not coming to the 


855 Sacrament, is the Danger of Relapling: 1 


fear, ſay ſome, if I come, and afterwards. fall 
into any known Sin, that Almighty God will 
never pardon it, but my Sin will be like the 
Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt “ which ſhall 


to ſtay away. EDN 1 E 
b mult-be acknowledged; 


, that to 
fin wilfully and deliberately after we haye been 
at this engaging Ordinance, is a great Aggra- 


vation of Sin, but not ſuch as to render it un- 
may be re- 
covered by Repentance, becauſe <** we have an 


pardonable, but after our Fall we 


Advocate with the Father, 1 John ii. 1. 
: Secondly, Know thatAlmighty 


your utmoſt Care to avoid Sin, and to ſhun 

Tiemptations ; yet if we fin, he is ſo gractous as 
to admit us to Re 

Life after the Sacrament, but not an angelical 

Life; the Life of a Saint, but not the Life of 


an Angel; a Liſe of Sincerity, not a Life of 


abſol ute 


ef it: And though thou doſt notmourn ſomuch 


never be forgiven;” therefore I judge it ſafeſt. 
OT EF e 


though he 
requires (after you have been at his holy Table) 


pentance. He expects a holy” | 


eS0 55RD,» mOmTr N 


abſolute Perfection the Sacrament being an 


appointed Means to-enablle us more and more 


againſt Sin,and to get Victory overitz itis our 


Duty therefore to have frequentRecoarſe to it. 


nth Plea is this: I dare not come, becauſe I 


labour under ſo many Fears and Doubts as ro 


my un Sincerity:;z bad I an Aſſurance of my 
State of Grace, I might ventute to come; but 
I have heard, no Man ou ht to come to this 

Ordinance that wants Affurance, 

. Hnſwer, There are two Sorts of Doubtings; 
ſome that proceed from Want of Faith,and ſome 


which proceed from Weakneſs of Faith. As to 


the former, ſome Men there art whoſe Conſei- 


ences tell them, that they are either open Sin- 


ners or cloſe 8 theſe Men have great 


Reaſon to dou 


are Doubtings which ariſe from Weakneſs of 


Faith, St. Matt. xiv. 31. O, thou of little 
Faith, wherefore didſt thou doubt? Nowthe' | 


Ordinance of the Lord's Supper is the a 


Remedy for the Relief and Cure of theſe vn 


* oo 
* 


ings; and the longer we keep from this Ordi- 


nance, the ſtronger will our Fears grow, 


the more will our Doubts increaſe; and where-- 
as thou haſt heard, that none ſhould approach 


that want a full Aſſurance of their Grace: this 


is a great Miſtake, for the Sacrament being a 


ſcaling Ordinance, it is the great Means of pro- 


during a full Aſſurance of Faith; Which if a 


Man has already, there is no need of going te 


the Sacrament for it. No Man will go to the 


3 


inſoring Officeto W bas 
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t of their Condition, for it is 
certainly very bad, and very dangerous, not one 
Moment longer to be reſted in. But then there 
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in bis ns Polefiog, and 2 whe 
aut of the Reach of 
9 Excuſe i ” * RR not, ſay ſ 

ood gotten is Ordinancey 1 
come to the ee lead as ; many cr 
thoſe: that never come: And if N 
Good, vr are ſure e e 
had better never come there. 

ſoyeſt to be 


— Allow what thou: 
fad Truth, 


thou draw ſuch 
a wicked Carol from it? Becauſe ſome 
Men are choked witty their Meat, wr 
_ thew/own' N 
ſolve never. to eat more? Some Met eat and 
drink unvrorthily, and diſtundur their Savioury 
is this a ſufficlent Reaſon thou fuld eſt 
3 Surely thou am to walk hy Rule; 
Ser 


Miſcarriage . 


2 


whom: thou wal e the guctament, 
way not riſen Cn ot ors Repentarice?” Ba ſure 

{ow on believe, that Con- 
ener ia pa 5 ſuch Por. 
ſang, than thoſe thut eee fer the 
Remembrance of this Otdinanve cannot but 
ſtrilee a Man's Mind at one Pime of other. 
There is more Hopes of x Man that eotmes to- 
this Ordinance, and dots not live: ſo well after: 
it as he ſhould, than of ſuch a Man ay pre- 
fanely keeps Feom i it, and'oaſts off all 
to God and Religion; for he certainly dams 
himſelf, to avoid the Danger of Damnation: 
Rs LC: ac; 


6 gers 
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„wilt thou therefore . 


le and oughteft ther te ehe 


- ButzSecoad!y; "How ene chi lach | 


_ 


uu LL GE. ⅛pms . a 0 . HS ET, ewe 


ahh bor 


PRs + Aldi. os AA re ire Pho 


the Sacraments But if upon Examination 
fund your Anger was unjuſt, then you 


per; where vou wilt meet with fullicient Ar- 
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nn 
ger, wilt _—_— — — Guth he 


9 Plua, or Preten — is es 1 114 not 
have neglected this Ordinance ſo long as 1 


| have done, fay ſome, but that T was not in 


Charity. with my , ag-F confeſs L 
ought to be: he wronged and abuſed me, and 
I being at Odds with him, durſt not come. 
wer, If thy Neighbour has wronged | 
thee, wilt thou wrd thy own Sout? Becauſe 
he has hurt thee, wilt thou hart thyſelf? The 
Injury done to these is his Sin: ber thy being 
in Malice is thy own vir: en a homage ae 


3 5 
„ Son 
Fx on 


| thy Neiphbo be 3 | h 

gpaink t ur be juſt or 

thy Neighbour has done cher Wroms, and per- 
in it withvue Repentsnee, thy Anger is 


| juſty if kept within due Bounds, chat it doth 
nottranſportyou to Defires of Revenge. Dif- 


Sead you ub be with r Neighbour for 
| read Try; nd” yet noe de da pee for 


t 
2 Dela repent of it, and 
＋ to-haften to the Bord's p- | 


ts ſbr the cooli 1 

„ aying the Bo 

Rage; beholdin ch an illu 

ſtance of loving — and forgivin en 

_ as the World was never acquatnt | 
So then, if thou hateſt thy Brother in ty 

—_— 3 1 in chat Hatred, 

2 ; 


of your - 


Mos Tow . 


thou 
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7 — ye 


8 to tremble alſo every Time 


for a Readineſs of Mind to forgive thy Neigh- 


bour, and a willing Defire to live quietly and 


peaceably with big and thou mayeſt as ſafely 


come to the Sacrament, as thou mayeſt ſay thy 
Prayers. | 


10. The next Excuſe which ſome make, is 
a Multitude and Multiplicity of worldly 7 Buſi- 
_neſs: We are fo incumbered with the World | 
ſay they) that we cannot find Time to fit our- 


elves as ght ſor ſuch a Solemnity. 

Anſwer, (1.) Can you find no Time to ſerve 
and glorify that God that gives you all your 
Time? Or can you find bew forevery Thing 
but your Soul? 


(2.) Your Buſineſs is alches neceſſa ary Bu- 


ſineſs, or needleſs Buſineſs: if needleſs, why 
do you not throw it off? for ſuch Buſineſs is 
your Sin. If it ben Buſineſs, that of 
your Place and Calling, this un not to 
dal you, for ſuch Buſineſs is God's Service: 
Thou art ſerving thy God when indyfiriouſly 


following thy Vocation 


The more neceſſary worldly Buſineſs 
99 haſt upon thy Hands, the . Reaſon 
thou haſt to ang this Ordinance: NoMan 
has more Need of the Sacrament than the Man 
of Buſineſs, becauſe no Man's Soul is more in 
Danger of being loſt in a Croud of worldly 
Buſineſs ; for having ſo much of the World 


upon thy Hands, there is juſt Cauſe to fear leſt 
the World will get into the Throne of thy 


Heart, 


82 tremble enn 


e Lord's Prayer, for therein thou 
doſt e pray againſt thyſelf. Labour then 
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Heart, and ſo thy Riches become thy Ruin, 
In ſhort, that Man who pleads Buſineſs for 
neglecting the-Sacrament, does plainly tell 
Almighty God, that he is not to be ſerved dur 
when thy World will give Leave. 

11. The next Seruple made by ſome for not 
coming to the Lord's Table, is — Unworthi- 
neſs of others: They are-afraig ſome wicked 

Men thruſt themſelves forwa and therefore: | 
they keep 2 ; | 


' Anſwer, (1.) True Humility will teach a 
Man to ſuſ pect of -himfelf, and to 
| may the beſt of others. - But ſu poſe 3 it be as 
thou ſuſpecteſt, can another Man's Sin de- 
prive thee of the Benefit and Comfort of the 
Ordinance? That when, by the Grace of God 
and thy own Endeavours, thou art fit, it ſhould 
be in the Power of A wicked Man to make 

thee unfit ? * | 
Object. But, ſay Fwy the Preſence of a 
wicked Man pollutes this Ordinance. © © 
_ Anſwer, If ſo, he pollutes it to himſelf only; 
he cannot pollute it to thee, who art W 


- acceſlary to his Sin. 


But, Secondly,” How art thou fate that che 

Perſon thou fuſpecteſt for wicked is really ſuch? 
Has he been bad formerly? What Aſfurance 
haſt thou that he has not fincely repented, 

and is now come to the Sacrament with an ho- 
neſt Deſire to get Power againſt his Sins, which 
formerly got Power over him? By his coming 
he makes Profeffion fo to do; ; and how knowelt 
thou that he is not ſincere in what he prpfel-. . 
ſes? O but, ſay you, the Man will certainly 
return again to his former Wickedneſs; next 


is, l by * 5 N V7 " F 
- [4 - Þ g . 9 
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Week he will be drunk again, and ſwear again. 
This is more than thou or any Man can dell; 
for though heretofore his I emptatiaus were 
_ © 200 = and his Luſts too for him, 

- and carried him away againſt his ours 
and Reſolutions; yet how knoweſt thou what 


Strength of Grace the Lord may communi- 
cate to him ns this Ordinance ? Charity ould | 
dpe the beſt, and, inſtead of en- 

ſuring your Neighbours, put you en en 
em 


teach you to 
abeir Weakneſs, and upen praying for 


of adtniniſtering the Ordinance ; we are for 
iChrift's 8 in Chiiſt's Order; for we 
neither like the Garment Which you wear, nor 


the Form of Prayer which you uſe; not the 
Geitureof Kneeling you — au chere- 


fore we cannot join with yo 


Anſever, (2. -) Aro your wvingChritsOr 


5 finances in Chriſt's Order, you have the Sa- 


crament ſo with Us, as to the Subſtance of the 


Ordinance, and all the eſſential Requiſites of it. 
But our Saviour never intended that you ſhould 


obſerve all the Circumſtances — to that 
Ordinance, which he obſerved: As ſor Inſtance, 
he celebrated the Supper in a borrowed Cham- 
ber, “ in an upper Room, in the Evening, only 
20 Tmelve Perſons, and thoſe Twelve Men, 


yea, I welve Miniſters ; and in a “Coat with- 


out a Seam. To keep thus ſtrictly to Christ's 
Order in the Uſe of this Qrdinance, I aſſure 


you, is ſo far from being a * that it Will 


your Sin. (2. 


” 


NN rom future 


ſliding | 
1240, and laſt Pha agalaſt Communicating, 
zs this: Say ſome, Wee do nat like your Ways 


bes PARA. En. eats, 6 oo 


„ 


the Dark concerning it: For ſuppoſe it were 


Of Retei via ie Lords Supper. 8 
(a.) Bat 25-49, the Germent worn by us 8 
they Admi 8 why ſhould. 2 Matter of 

ereney diſcampole thy T 
at 9 a ſolemn Time? Lock you toyourlelf, 
— you come clothed with the ** Wedding: 
ment. of Repentance, Faith,L vye,andJoy;” * 
— if there de any Evil e. in a white 
Garment more than a block one, he that wears 
it, or the Authority thas{enjoifs it, IRS: | 
er ſor tha and not t 5 

(3), As 70 gur fing u Form of Fan 
the Admipiſttation, knaw, that all the Reform- 
ed Churches throughout the World bave dane 
the like, the Church of Genus not excepted;; 
for the Spirituality of Prayer doth not const 
ah ex tempore Fluency of Words, but in the 
Intention of che Mind, and Deyation af the 
Soul: If we pray in Faith with Humility, wih 
holy Fervency, with humble Refignatien, we 
certainly the Spirit, though witha Form 


- of Wards before us. And on the other Hand, 


if we pray without the* forementioned Diſpuſt · 
tions, our Prayers are Formal and unacceptable, 


though we prey Without'a Form. Laſtly, As | 
to what is 1cruphed about Kneatings (1H, I It 


doth not clearly appear what Geſture gur da- 
viour uſed when he celebrated this Qrdinance z 
the Scripture is very ſilent about it: From 
whence I infer, that had it been our Saviour's | 
Mind we ſhould follow bis Example in this, 
Circumſtance, ve ſhould not have been left in 


Sitting, this being bot a Citeumſiance of che 
+ WE are no more to follow it, 
ibaa he other Circumſtances af * Place, 
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Habit, Ce. (2dly,) Let it be conſidered how far 
the Church of Exgland has proteſted againſt all 
Adoration of the Elements; fo that hey who 
ſuſpect us kneeling to the Bread and Wine, do 
ſhew themſelves to be either groſly ignorant, or 
greatly malicious. But becauſe this is the high, 


eſt Ordinance we attend upon Chriſt in, and 


we receive the greateſt Benefits by the Ordi- 
nance we are capable of on this Side Glory, 


even a Pardon ſealed from the King of Heaven, 
(which we would not receive in any other Poſ- 
ture than upon“ our-Knees from an earthly 


Prince) and foraſmuch as the Sacrament is de. 
livered to us with Prayer, we judge it the moſt 


ſuirable Geſture for ſuch a ſolemn Ordinance; 


and both in Obedience to Authority, and alſo 


from an Act of Choice, we uſe this Geſture, 


as a Token of profound Reverence to our moſt 


© endearing Redeemer, 


T heſe are all the moſt conſiderable Pleas and 
Pretences, which I have met with from Perſons 
for the Neglect of this Duty. If what has been 


here ſaid tends to the Satisfaction af any, and 


they are willing to addreſs themſelves to the 


Prad ice of this long neglected Duty, I ſhall 


next inform them what Preparation is neceſ 
ſary to fit them for it. 


5. And here note in general: That the beſt 
Preparation for the Sacrament, is a holy Life, 


a daily walking before God in the holy Path of 
hisCommandments, in an uniform Compliance 


with the Duties both of our general and particu- 


lar Callings, exerciſing ourſelves daily in ketp- 
ing <a Conſcience void of Offence both towards 
God, and towards all Men:“ In ſhort, the ha- 


bitual 


” * 


Endeavours of a 


a 
; 
a 
* 13 
* 
e 
* «* 


| bitual Devotedneſs of the Soul to God, accom- 
panied with a ſteady Reſolution to continue 


| ſtedfaſt in our Obedience to him in all our Du- 
ties, is ſuch a divine Temper, as gives us an 


undoubted Right to the Ordinance, and is the 
beſt Qualifieation of it. But more particularly 
ou are to underſtand, that beſides our habitual, 
Proinnitich by Repentance, and the conſtant 
hot Life, we ought to ſet 
ſome'Time apart for dual Pr Preparation, though: 
how much eee Petſon ought to allot of his 
Time for that Wo 
termined: Some have more Cauſe for it than 


others, having, long neglected themſelves and 
their Duty: Others have more Leiſure and 


Freedom for it. No Man ought to come to 
the Sacrament without due Care and Prepa- 


ration; but God doth not expect ſo much 


Time ſhould be ſet apart for ſolemn Prepara- 
tjon by a poor Servant, as he does enn A rich 


Maſter.” 


Now a Chriſtian's actual Preparation far: | 
this Ordinance, I take to conſiſt in the Prac- 
tice of theſe five following Duties: Exami- 
nation, Humiliation, Reſolution, Meditation, 
Frayer, and Supplication. . 

amine thyſelf, according to St. R 
. 1 Cor. xi. 28. for we fand too near 


"ourſelves to fee our Failings without great 


Obſervation; take therefore the Candle of the 
Word into thy Hand, to fearch thy Heart” 
and examine thy Life by; particularly exa- 


mine, (1.) What Good there is in thee; what 
Koide to diſcern the Lord's Body, and te 
| E 5. under- 


rk, can preciſely be de- 
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underſtand the Nature, Uſe, and End of the 


Lord's Supper: What Faith to apply the Me- 
rits of his Death to thine own Soul: What Love 
to thy Saviour's Precepts, Promiſes, People; 


him: What Repentance and gedly Sorrow 
chou doſt find in thy Soul for Sin: What Care 
every Day to mortify it, and to die daily more 
and more unto it. < ) Examine what Evil is 
in thee, and has been done by thee. See and 
be ſenſible of the Sinfulneſs of thy Nature, of 
the Sins of thy Heart and Life ; of thy Omiſ- 
Evil z of 


fions of Good, and Commiſſions of 
thy Sins againſt God and thy Nei 
Heart, Word, or Deed: And th it be im- 
poffible upon thy utmoſt Search to find out all, 
it will be a good Evidence of thy Sincerity, that 
thou art not willing to hide ag. 


2. Having by Examination” found/ out thy | 


Sins, fall down upon thy Knees in Conſeſſion 


and Humiliation before God, “ bewailing thy 


manifold Sins and Wickedneſs, which thau 
daſt ( ſrom Lime to Time) moſtgrievouſly com · 
mitted by Thought, Word, and Deed, againft' 
dis divine Majeſty.“ Labour earneſtly cam" 
and to be unfeignedly ſorry for theſe thy Miſ- 
doings ; beg of God that the Remembrance of 
Sin may he res thy Soul, and the Burden 
of it intolerable; plead with him ta forgive 
thee all that is paſt, and to give thee his Grace 
that thou mayeſt ever h ter ſerve and pleaſe 


him in Newpeſs of Life, to the Honour and 


Glory of bis holy Name. This done, before 
thou ariſeſt from thy Knees, ' 


* 


3. Re- 


to every one that has the Image of Ohriſi upon 


„ . cs * 


bour, in 
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3. Renew thy Reſolutions for à holy Life- 
Vow to be more watehful,, more gareſul and 4 
gircumſpect for the Time to come; ſay with — 
Poly David, Pal, cxix. 296. I have ſwern, | 
and will perform it, that I will Keep thy righ- 
teous Jade ments. And be ſure when you 18&- _ 
 Hlveagainkt your $i96, that you reſolve againſt — 
all Temptations which lead to Sin; he that - 
folves againſt Drunkeanels and Dwearing, muſt 
reſolve $0 avoid wickedCompany which draws- 
him to that Exceſs, and to pals by the Daor 
where be is wont to be drawn in: And take 
. heed of making any Reſolution in your own 
Strength, but earneſtly implore the Grace and 
Aſfiſtande of Almighty God: © be fenſible 
that yohr own Strength is (mall, your Toemy 
ſtrong, your Temptations many, Jour anger 
greats if ever you deſive © bing your Reſolu- 
tions for's heiter Life $0 Perc on, Jook up 
io Heaven for Aid from thence, engage (God's 
Strength, which will enable thee to de oft > 
Things; ſo faith the Kpaſtle, Hhit iv. 39. 
EI can do all Things through Chriſt xhich 


4: Apply thyſelf next to te Dugy of Medi- 
tation; particularly meditate on the Sufferingss 
of thy Saviour: And to help and quicken thy 

Meditations upan them, let me adviſe thee 
conſtantly to ved over the Hiſtory of them 
before the Sacrament, 35 you find it recorded = 

in the yo laſt Chapters but one of all.the 

Evangelifis : Meditate on big wondesful Abaſe- 

ment 1n his * that the Creator @ IA 

BET . E_. 
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the World ſhould brcome a Creature. Medi- 
tate on the Meanneſs and Forge his Life, 
and that will work in thee true Contentment 
of Mind in thy poor and low Condition; but 

- above all meditate on the unparalleled Suffer- 
ings at his Death, his Patience under them, 

and his Readinefs to'pardon and pray for his 


Enemies and Murderers, that were the Occa- BW 


-fion of them. This will at once enkindle thy 
Hatred again Sin, inflame thy Love to Chriſt, 
and infpire thee with a Spirit of Meekneſsto- 
wards thy greateſt Enemies, in Imitation of 
thy dear Saviour, who offered up his Blood to 
God on the Behalf of them that ſhed it. 


F. Set more than ordinary Time apart before 
the Sacrament forSecretPrayer, earneſtly plead- 
üng with God to make the Sacrament effectual 
for the 3 of thy Sins, for the ſtrength- 

ening of thy Graces, for the quickening of thy 
Deſires, for the confirming of thy Reſolutions; | 
to make it a Soul-nouriſhing Meat unto thee; 
and that thoumayeſt experience the ſtrengthen- 
ing, comforting, quickening, affiſting, and ac- 
cepting Preſence of Chriſt in and at the Ordi- 
nance; and that fo thou mayeſt be able to ſanc- 
-tify the Name of Chriſt in the higheſt Act of 
Homage and Adoration to him: Suitable Pray- 
ers for ſuch an Occaſion you have many in that 
.excellentBook, called The hole Duty of Man: 
in Mr. Nelſon's Practice of True Devotion; and 
in Biſhop Patrict's' Chriftian Sacrifice, with 
many more; in want of which, if thou canſt 
of thyſelf expreſs thy own Deſites, . 

* f [IE OF = u 
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uůlſe of the Prayer for this Purpoſe among thoſe 
at the End. ne orgs ro 
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6. Having directed you in your Preparation 
for this Ordinance, next underſtand how 55 
ate to behave yourſelves at, and under ĩt. Firſt 
then, come to the Ordinance with high and 
raiſed Expectations to receive great. Benefit and 
Advantage by it, both as to the mortifying of 
thy Sins, and the quickening of thy Graces : 
And whatever Luft it is that thou art moſt cap- 
tivated by, and enſlaved to, be it Pride, Paſſion, 
Earthly-mindedneſs, &. be ſure to ſet yourſelf  - 
againſt that Luſt with all your Might, and plead 
with God at his Table thus: Lord, I'come'to 
this Ordinance with a ſincere Defire and De- 
ſign to get Victory over every Luſt, but particu- 
larly againſt ] which does ſo often ſolicit 
and importune me. O let it receive its Death- 
wound in the Death of my Saviour, and never 
moleſt or enſlave me more??? (2.) When 
come to the Lord's Table, labour to caſt all | 
.thy worldly T houghts and Concerns out of thy 
Head and Heart, and ftrive to lift up thy Heart 
unto the Lord, as thou art exhorted by the © 
Miniſter ; ſay unto all unſuitable "Thoughts, 
as Abraham did untd his Servants, Gen, xxli. 3. 
« Abide ye here below, whilſt I go and worſhip 
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t the Lord yonder.” (3.) The better to keep 
0 all impertinent and improper Thoughts out of 
d thy Mind, entertain thyſelf with a frequent- 
i Remembrance of the Death of Chriſt. 'At the 

t Sight of the Bread broken, and Wine poured 
e out, call to Mind at once the Paſſion of the 
T 


| Son of God, and thy Sins, which expoſed him 
ny cf 5 8 - to 


to ſuch a painful, hame ſul, and accuriedDeath: 
Repreſent to the Eye of your Mind your dear 
Redeemer as hanging upon the 3 
ing, ching. groaning, dying under che inſup- 
8 Burden of thy Hins, and bis Fathers | 
Wrath. (4.) When thou perceiveſt the Mi- 
niſter approach with the Elements towards 
thee, put thyſelf into the. lowheſt Poſture af 
Reverence, and ſay thus betwixt God and thy 
Saul, How beautiful are the Feet of him that 
publiſheth Salvation,” and brings the Proffer f 
à Saviour to me! I am unworthy of Chriſt, but 
he is worthy of me and my Faich: I de there- 
ſore, O Lord, with all Humility zecept thee 
for my King, Prieſt, and Prophet, for my 
Senctiſier and Saviour. (5) When thou hat | 
received the Bread, ſay to this or the dike Ef- 
fea: Lord, I receive this broken Bread ib Re- 
membrance of thy broken Body; © firengtben 
me with thy heavenly Grace, that I may con- 
tinue thine for ever, and daily increaſe in thy 
— Spirit, more and more, tul | eme to thine 
evetlaſting Kingdom. Amen.“ In like Manger, 
after thou haſt received the Cup, pray to this 
Purpoſe: O my God?! Let my Soul go forth 
28 a Giant refreſbed with this ſpinitual Wine; 
and let all the Enemies of my Salvation fall 
before me. May I walk in the Strength of this 
_ fpiritual Meal all my Days, and in the End of 
my Days enjoy the full Manifeſtation of thy 
Love (which is better than Wine) in rape ever- 
laſting Kingdom. Amen.“ (6.) Employ your 
Time, whilſt others are receiving, in Medita- 
tion and Prayer in meditating upon the Love 
of the Father in ſending, and upon the Love oy 
oF” mg 


the Son dane upan this great Errand, to 
accompliſh the Work of Redemption for us. 
Alſo in praying unto Gad for all Mankind in 
general, for the Whole Church of God in ſper 
cial, for that Part of it planted in theſe Nations 
in particular; far all Chtiſtian Kings, Princes, 
and Governors, eſpecially aur own; fot all aur 
Friends and Bene factors, that God would re- 
quite the Kindnefles they have thewn us; for 
all our Enemies, that God would pardon the 
Wrongs and Injuries done to him, to us, and 
to their own Souls. This being a Feaſt of 
Love, in which we commemorate the hi 5 
Inftance of Love that ever the World was ac. 
quainted with, a greater Expreſſion of our 
Love we cannat ſhew to our offending Bro+ 
ther, thap in our Readineſs to forgive him, and 
intereeding earneſtly for his Soul. Laftly, as 
an Expteſſion-of thy Thankfulneſs to Chriſt 
for his Mercy and Compaſſion towards thee, 
lay hold upon this Occaſion to ſhew thy Cha- 
rity to his Members, that thy Prayers and thine . 
Alms may be bad in Remembrance ef God; 
and as thou refteſheſt che Bowels:of the Poor, 
ſo mayeſt thou find Mercy of the Lord in the - 


A 


— 


7. It only now remains to ſhew how we 
ought to behave ourſelves after we have Waitec 
upon Chriſt at his holy Table (1.) Decline, 
if poſſible, all Company immediately after the 
Action; and retire ivſtantly into ſome. ſecret 
Place, and there upon your Knees offer up 
your Thankſgiving to wighty God for bis 


nich Mercy neee eee mal 


3 


104 Of Receiving the Lord's Supper. 
ſafed to you in that Ordinante; intreating him 


to pardon all the Defects of the whole Service 


| ang imploring the gracious Aſſiſtance of his 
ho 


y and good Spirit, whereby yau may be » 


enabled to work in the Strength of that Grace, 


as becometh thoſe who have received ſuch great 


Pledges of Salvation. (2.) When you are re- 
turned into Company, take heed that the ſpi- 
ritual Heat which was enkindled in your Souls 
by and under the Ordinance, be not quenched 
by a ſudden falling into worldly Conferences 
and fruitleſs Diſcourſes ; but labour'to cheriſh 
and keep alive that holy Fire upon the Altar 
of your Hearts, and endeavour by Prayer, Me- 
ditation, and holy Conference, to improve it 
into a holy Flame. (3.) Spend the Sacrament- 


gay in publick, private, and ſecret Duties of 


religious Worſhip, particularly in Prayer and 
Praiſes, in an after Examination of yourſelves; 
what Faith, what Love, what Humility, what 
Sincerity was found with you,. while waiting 
upon our Saviourat his holy Table: Take No- 
tice alſo of any Deadneſs of Heart, and Indiſ- 
poſition of Spirit, which thou labouredſt under; 
bewail it, and beg Pardon for it for Chriſt's 
Sake, who bears the Iniquities of our holy 
Things. (4.) Conclude the Sacrament-day 
with Prayer and an Hymn of Praiſe. Thus did 
bur Saviour, after he had kept the Suppet with 
his Diſciples, ** He ſung an Hymn,“ St. Mart, 
xxvi· 30. and betook himſelf to God in Prayer; 
and the Fews at their Paſſover did ſing the 


113th Pſalm, with the five following Pſalms, 


which they called the 


reat Hallelujah. A 
Chriſtian ſhould every 


ay of bis Life give 


p 


Thanks 
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Thanks dpd but eſpecially on adacrament- 


day; then 0 6 4 bleſs the Lord with our 
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vhole Souls, and call upon all that is within us . : : 


to bleſs his holy Name.“ Such Chriſtians as 
deſire to do this, but want ſuitable Words, may 


expreſs their Deſires to God in the Prayers © 
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| THE Conſi deration of our Baptiſmal Vow 

_ *.. renewed and ratified by many Sacramen 
Engagements at the holy Table, is certainly 
ohe of the ſtrongeſt Ties that Chriſtianity lays 


upon us; to oblige us to the Love and Practice 


of Univerſal Holineſs : For moſt certain it is, if 


we relapſe and fall back into an evil Courſe of 


Life, if we wilfully return again to Folly, ** we 
kindle God's Wrath ag why 5 


him toplague us with . Diſeaſes, and ſun- 


dry Kinds of Death:“ But if we eſcape theſe, -. 


there are more diſmal Plagues than theſe that 
will overtake us, ſuch as Hardneſs of Heart, 
Blindneſs of Mind, and a ſeared Conſcience: 


Theſe are indeed inviſihleScrokes: which make 
not a Noiſe, and ſtrike not our Senſes; but veri- 


and ny ko eee Holineſs... 1 7 


us, we provoke 


ly, if we conſider the Effects and Conſequences 


of them, they are more formidable and diſmal 
than the raging Peſtilence and the loudeſt Claps 
of Thunder, Let us then piouſly reſolve, as 
ve fear the Wrath of God, ang love our own 


Souls, | 


tk g 7 
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104 Of Receiving the Lord's Supper. 
ſafed to you in that Ordinance; intreating him 
to pardon all the Defects of the whole Service 
and imploring the gracious Aſſiſtance of his 
holy and good Spirit, whereby yau may be 
enabled to work in the Strength of that Grace, 
as becometh thoſe who have received ſuch great 
_ Pledges of Salvation. (2.) When you are re- 
turned into Company, take heed that the ſpi- 
ritual Heat which was enkindled in your Souls 
by and under the Ordinance, be not quenched 
by a ſudden falling into worldly Conferences 
and fruitleſs Diſcourſes ; but labour'to cheriſh 
and keep alive that holy Fire upon the Altar 
of your Hearts, and endeavour by Prayer, Me- 
ditation, and holy Conference, to- improve jt 
into a holy Flame. (3.) Spend the Sacrament- 
day in publick, private, and fecret Duties of 
religious Worſhip, particularly in Prayer and 
Praifes, in an after Examination of yourſelves; 
what Faith, what Love, what Humility, what 
Sincerity was found with you, while waiting 
upon our Saviourat his holy Table: Take No- 
tice alſo of any Deadneſs of Heart, and Indiſ- 
poſition of Spirit, which thou laboutedſt under; 
| bewail it, and beg Pardon for it for Chriſt's 
Sake, who bears the Iniquities of our. holy 
Things. (4.) Conclude the Sacrament-day 
with Prayer and an Hymn of Praiſe. Thus did 
our Saviour, after he had kept the Supper with 
his Diſciples, ** He ſung an Hymn, St: Matt. 
xxvi. 30. and betook himſelf to God in Prayer; - 
and the Jets at their Paſſover did ſing the 
. 113th Pfalm, with the five following Pſalms, 
which they called the great Hallelujah- A 
Chriſtian ſhould every Day of his Life give 
> Thanks 


1 


© Sins. 105 
Thanks and pray,buteſpecially onaSacrament- 2 
day; then ſhoald-we © bleſs the Lord with our 

vhole Souls, and call upon all that is within us 
to bleſs his holy Name.“ Such Chriſtians as 
deſire to do this, but want ſuitable Words, may 

expreſs their Deſires to God in the Prayers at 
poorly e __ is Books Fage Ne 2 
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| T HE Conſideration of out Baptiſmal Vow 

6 —— and ratified by many Sacramen 
nts at the holy Table, is certainly 
ids ſtrongeſt Ties tak Chriſtianity lays 


| ſow upon us, to oblige us to the Love and Practice 
of Univerſal Holineſs: For moſt certain it is, if 


we relapſe and fall back i into an evil Courſe of - 
Life, if we wilfully 8 in to Folly, ** we 
indie God's Wrath againſt us, we provoke 
him to plague us with divers Diſeaſes, and ſun- 
dry Kinds of Death :”* But if we eſcape theſe, | 
thees are more diſmal Plagues than theſe that 
will overtake us, ſuch as Hardneſs of Heart, 
| Blindneſs of Mind, and a ſeared Conſcience: 
\ Theſe are indeed inviſible Strokes, which make 
not a Noiſe,and ſtrike not our Senſes ; but veri- 
ly, if we conſider the Effects and Conſequences 
of them, they are more formidable and diſmal 
than the raging Peſtilence and the loudeſt Claps 
of Thunder. Let us then piouſly reſolve, as 
ve fer the Wrath of God, and love our own 
Souls, 
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206 de Gondiufoin, 
. 2 God at his Holy Table, to Kay our- 
ſelves to an eminent and exemplary Piety of 
Converſation; let us live as thoſe that are 
redeemed by the Blood of Jeſys, as thuſe that 
are ſanctified and ſealed by the Spirit of Jeſus, 
as thoſe that expect an eternal Fellowſhip and 

| Communion with Jeſus in his beavenly King- 


© oo Re 


To this End it may he adviſeable, 
1. The next Morning after thou haſt been 
at the Sacrament, as ſoon as thou 1 APs 
enter into thy Cloſet, and before the Lord, 
piouſly and profitably reſolve and vow to main- 
tain a ſtriqt Wachfulnod and Care over thy 
Heart, Words, and Ways, for the Time to 
come. Such a Reſolution as this, made in the 
Strength of God, will werk Wonders, he- 
8 
tify thee againſt Temptations, and the ſkrong- 
eſt Solicitations to return to the Love avd 
Practice of din and Wickedneſs. Suppoſe thy 
_ deareſt Friends and Familiars, ſuppoſe thy in- 
dulgent Mother that bore thee, nay, ſuppoſe 
Eyes, mould all ſet upon thee, yea, intreat 

' - and importune thee to omit ſome known Du- 
ty, or to commit ſome wicked Ac; ſuch a 

. Reſolution as thou haſt now made for a holy 
Life, will antidote thy Soul agaiaſt the Poiſon 
of ſuch a Temptation, and put the ſame Re- 
Ply into thy Mouth, as was found. in holy Je- 
s, Gen. xXxkix. 9. “ How can 1 do this 

great Wickednels, and an againſt God? 
2. Having 
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+> „ Having cats A a -betwint 
God and — own Soul, for a holy Life, for a 
Life ſuitable to a Sacramental Engagement, 
you will find it 1 advantageous 0 write it | 
dowd, and keep it by you, thus? 5 
kn a Time, and on. ſuch a Das, 
ets Nate, 1 dd, y Covenant with God at his 
50 f og $7 ar — 45 ne 
- my-TIEare , up.my- 
A and all that is mine, to the Service and 
Glory of Almighty God; yowing all Fidelity 
and Qbedience to hiw, and reſolviug tbat ie 
(hall hae che full guiding, governing, . 
. diſpoſing of me and mine.” | 
And after every Sacrament, look upon it, 
| and Conſider ferioufly of it, ſaying thus to thy- 
| aaf: „ Behold, Omy Soul, the Bands that are 
upon che; chis is thy own Act and Deed: It 
is as certainly recorded in Heaven as it is here 
written on Earth, and ſhall one Day be btoughe 
forth againſt thee to thy everlaſting Condem- 
natian,.f thou doſt nog walk anfwerably to che 
Obligatian of it.“ Keep it by thee as a Me- 
morial af the ſalema Tranſactions betwixt 
God and thy Soul; for, baſides the lafluence 
— will bare upon thy Obedience in the Time 
of thy Life, it will afford thee no ſmall Com- 
fort and Aſſurange at the Hour of Death, and 
10 the Time of Temptation. - Fx: 


3. Make Choice of ſome wiſe and Githfl 
Feiand, and oblige him by all rhe Endearments 
and Obligations of Friendſhip, to be your Mo- 
nitor f. and Remembrancer : This a 0 

viſes 
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Fhere are two Sorts of Perſons that will tell 


us of our Faults, our beſt Friends, and out 
bittereſt Enemies: Haſt thou ſuch an Enemy? 


Make uſe of thoſe Rebukes with Chriſtian Pru- 
dence, which he gives in ſinful Anger. Art 


thou bleſſed with ſuch à Friend ? Bleſs God 
for him; let thy Heart cleave unto him, and 


perform a reciprocal Duty of Love and Faith - 


fulneſs towards him; be often admoniſhing, 


reproving, reſtoring, quickening and confirm- 


ing one another : The Advantage of Tech's 


F O01 is W 


4. Labour eve Day votive ws in God 


Siebe and to wal Set, as under the 
View and Obſervation of his all- ſeeing Eye; 
Fſal. wo a ks in all Places and in all Com- 
panies, endeavour to remember the Preſence of 
God, that ** He is about thy Path by Day, and 


about thy Bed by Night, and ſpies out all thy 
Ways:” Remember that thy God ſeeth in ſe- 


cret, and that no Darkneſs is an Obſtacle to his 
piercing Eye : Remember that God is every 
where Seller, and then thou wilt ſtudy to be 
every where holy. It is not. ſufficient that 


God's Eye ſecs thee, but thou muſt ſee thy- 
ſelf ſeen of God: The Maſter's Eye upon the 


Scholar, will not command him to his Book 


but the Scholar ſeeing that his Maſter ſees | 
| him, will do it. « © 


my God, ſays pious 
«© Bithop Hall, let me ſee myſelf ſeen of thee, 


6 and I ſhall never dare to offend thee.?* 


5. Have 


s oO be . I 
_ adviſes to, Heb. x. 24. Conſider one ano- 
ther, to provoke unto Love and good Works,” 


1nd the di e 10 72 ay 117 aui 
5. Have frequent Recourſe to yout Miniſ- 
ter, your Spiritual Guide 3 deſire his Advice, 


Improvement in Knowledge, and Advance- 
ment in Piety ; acquaint him with thy Refo+ 
lution for Heaven and a holy Life, and defire 
him to give thee the needful DireQions in order 
to it: Ly open thy very Soul unto hin and 
de not ſhy of acquainting thy ſpiritual Phyſt- 
Lian with all thy Soul's Caleb hear him 
as thou wouldeſt hear Chriſt himſelf, whoſe 


the greateſt Faithfulneſs; acquaint him from 

Time to Time with the State and Condition of 
ragements, with thy Doubts and Fears, with 
thy Failings and ImperfeQions, with thy Joys 
and. Sorrows; his Counſels (by the Bleſſing of 


God) will preſerve thee in- an uniform, even, 


_ and. ſteady Courſe of Well-doing : thy Mi- 


niſter is concerned to give thee the belt Ad- 


vice he can, and God is concerned to make it 


effectual for thy Good, having in his infinite 


Wiſdom ordained it for that End. 


6. And above all, look up to Almighty God 
in Prayer, that he would make you perfect, 
{tabliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle you: Give him the 

entire Praiſe of all that Good that is wrought 


in you, or performed by you : Be thankful to 
him for any Meaſure of Knowledge received in 
thy Underſtanding, for any good Inclinations 
found in thy YA I, for any devout Affection 


ſtirrings 


nd follow his. Iaſtructions, in order to:your. 


Miniſter be is; mark what be ſays with the 
reateſt Care, and fol lou his Inſttuctious am 


thy Soul, with thy Temptations and Diſcou- 
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ſtirring in thy Soul ; and interceed with him, 
that, in 1 his Promiſe, as he has - 
begun a good Work in thee; he would perfect 
. it unto the Day of Jefus Chriſt; that he would 
order thy Steps in his Word, and let no Ini- 
- quity have inion over thee; that he 
would hold 8 in his Ways, till 
thy Feet take hold of Eternal Life ; that thou 
mayeſt de faithful to the Death; not be- 
inning in the Spirit, and making a ſad End 
1 * leſh, not being of the Number of thoſe 
who draw back unto Perdition, but of thoſe 
ho perſevere in Well-doing, to the ſaving 
of their Souls,” Amen, ARS 
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$2cTION 1. 
of d. CREATION, 


94. WIS the World eternal, pay had 


it a Beginning ?. | 
: Anſw. The World neither was, nor is eter- 
nal; “ for in the Beginning of "Time God 
[| created the Heaven and the Earth, Gm. is 1. 
2. Out of what, and by what, did God 
make the World, and all Things therein? 
A. God made the World ahd all Thinzs 
therein out of Nothi hiog (having no Mauer do 
work upon, by the Word of his Power. | 
9. In what Space of Time and after what 
Manner was the World created and made? 
A. In the Space of ſix Days, and in an or- 
derly and perfect Manner, vey Thing be- 


ood,” G | 
* 2 Tis indDeben was the World 


or what End and 
created by God ? - 
A. In general, for his own Pleaſure all 
Things ate and were created. In particular, 
for the Manifeſtation of his Power, Wiſdom, 
and Goodnefs, and for the Exaltation-of his 
Honour and Glory. 
. How came we to underſtand and know 
the Way and Manner of the World's Creation? 
A. „ By Faith we underſtand that the 
Worlds Ro framed by the was of . 


Heb. 8 5 
; What is God? "Re 
F A, God 
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A. God is an infinite, inviſible, and i bor 
tal Spirit, eflentially neceſſary; and one who 
could Re 121 but de. 
9. How many of Spirits are there? 
and, Of n is God 
A. There are two Sorts of Spirits, (i.) 
Created and finite, as An gels and the Souls of 
Men are. (2.) Garen and infinite; and 
ſuch a Si God 
22 .' What mean you by God's being an In- 
By Spitit ? 1 
A. That all the perfections of his Nature 
| particularly his Wiſdom, Power, Holineſs, and 
Gerdaet, do excced all Meafures, Bounds, 
zand Limits, and/cennot be comprehended by 
the Underſtanding of his Creatures. © 
2. Why eall ds him Inviſible ? 
. N. e e e to he Keck any bo- 
diy Eye, and eonſeguently not e 
of under any badity Shape. | 
L. How is he immortal ? | 
A. God's Immortility is 1 Wo rig 
ſary from its own Nature and Being; he neither 
had Beginning nor (hal! havg'Erid. Tue An- 
gels and Souls of Men ate Immortal by the Gift 
God only: They bad a Beginning. bot it is 
dae Plefure | they. ſhould never have an End. 
. How-many Gods are there? 
A. There is none other dut one, namely, 
| the living and true God. } 
\ 2: Bow dath it appear that there 1 1s, and bans 
t one God? 
„A. The Setipture eaves no more, Deut. vi. 
4. The Lord thy Gad is one Lord; and 
Reaſon will allow no more becauſe there * 
3 * ? 
I 
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r- de but one firſt and chief Cauſe, one ſuprewic 
ho and moſt excellent Being. 

Q. Why call you him the was Gay i 

e? A. To Iiſtingy uiſh Him from all titular Gods, 

as Magiſtrates — others; and from al} Taols 
. and 6 Gods. 
hy call you him the living God ?/ | 
nd T. Becauſe al Life, natural, ſpiritual, aud 
eternal, is in him and only from him. 
n- Hor doth it appear that there are Three 
Perſons in the Godhead, and only Three? 
re, A. It appears theſe Grein (t.) From 
nd the Baptiſmal Inſtitution, Matthew xxvili, 19. 
ds, «Baptize all Nations in the Name of theFathe 7 
by and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt,” 

From the Apoſtelical Benedidtion, 2Cor 5 ry 

Phe Grace of our Lord Fel: drift and the 
do- Love of God; and the Communion of the Holy 
„ei Gboſt, de with you all,” (3. From N and 
| poſitive Se 5 ure Aſſertions: 1 Jahn v. 7. 

«There are Fhree that beat Record in Heaven, 
Ahe Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt.“ 

. What are the diftint Operations which 

Seriptare attributes to the ſeveral Perſons?” 

A. It aferibes ly che Work of 'Crea- 
tion to the Father, it attributes patticul#rly the 
Work of Redemption to the Son, and TE ork 
of SanQification-1 tothe Hey N 


„A 


8E ON _ > wort .@. 
oO. the FA 1 . 


HR many Sorts or Ranks of Co 
' tures * e for the Glorifying 
; - Þ of 
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of him upon Earth, and the Enjoyment of him 
in Heaven? 
| A. Two Sorts; pamely, Angels and Men, F. 
1 . What are the Angels ? 
| A. Finite and immortal Spirits, created by 
and made after the Image of the glorious God 

D. Did the Angels continue in that holy and 
bappy State in which they were created ? 

A. All the Angels did not fin, but many 
bi — did, and their Sin is ſuppoſed tO be 

ri 

9. Did God provide any Ramone for the 
fallen Angels Recovery ? 

A. No; but they are all © reſerved in ever- 
laſting Chains under Darkneſs, to the Judg- 
ment 15 the great Day, Jude 6. 

O: Alam being the rd Man that God creat- 
ed and made, of what Parts did Adam conſiſt ? 

A. Of two Parts, namely, a Soul and a Body, 

2 What was his Body made off 

. The Duſt of the Ground. 

hy 3 Was his Soul ſo made? 

A. No; God breathed into his Noftrils the 
| Breath of Liſe, and. Man became a living Soul. 
=, Qi. Did God make Adam an holy FR. 5 
1 or a ſinful Creature ? | 
A. An holy Creature, after his own Lee. | 

te doth the Image of God conſi | 

A. In Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, and a 
ſovereign Domintoii over all his Creatures, ' 
ow can Man then be a ſinful Creature?, 

A. Thoughihe was made upright, yet was 
his Will mutable; and by abuſing his Liberty 
he fell from that holy State in which he was 
created, by eating the forbidden Fruit. 


1 | 2: Who 


hs 


T's 
== * 
'S 


a+ 


n Ba 3 hp 


2 "Who hs ed bim to eat che forbidden 
Fruſt? 


A. The Woman; 6 what Name was Eve,” 
whom God made of oneof Adam's Ribs, to be an 


Help-meet for him, and not a Tenpter 6 of 2 5 
2. Who tempted her? 


A. The Serpent; chat | is, the Devil, in and 
by the Serpent. 


LDN Ms hurt himſelf b eatin 
8 Fruit 1 1 * 


A. No; verily, he ruined not on pimſelf, 


but all his Poſterity; he being the Root of all 


Mankind, they ſinned in him, and fell with 
him in his firſt Tranſgreſſion. 

D. Whorein conſiſts the Sin and Miſery of 
that Eftate i into which' Adam and his reine | 


, fell? 


Q. In the dreadful Effets of that fete Fall; 
for our. Underſtandings are thereby darkened,” 
our Wills perverted; our Affections miſplaced; 
and all the Faculties of our Souls inclined to that 
which is Evil, and averſe to all that is Good. . 

: What was the Punifhmeynt due to Adam | 


and his Poſterity for that Sin? 


A. Death, according tothe I breatningof God, 
In the Day that thou eateſt, thou Halt die.“ 

. What Death: was intended in that 
Threatning ? y 0 

A. Temporal, 8 "_ and tere; or 
the Death of the Body, by the"Lufs of Life; | 
the Death of the Soul? by the Lofs of God's 2 
Image; and the Death of the Body and Soul . 


for ever, by the Loſs of God. 


. What Leſſons of LaſtruQtion may you 
ts: from the Full! oo 0994 | 


F 3 A. Very 
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A. Very many, and thoſe very uſeful, (1. \ W 
1 learn of what a malignant Nature Gig is, the 
inaſmuch as one Sin defiled and Geftroyed the ht 
whole World. (2.) The wonderful Wittom of 
God in ſending Chriſt in our Nature to take 
away the Sins of the World. (3.) The Neceſ. fe 
ſity of our Intereſt in Chriſt, and Union with MW 7 
him; that as we have received of the firſt Him 
Corruption for Corruption, we may alſo te- 
coeive of the * Adam dang Sh. Grace, 
What Inferences- 4 teu an 
he Parents Fall? FR, 
A. 8 theſe, namely, (>) That the bes 
— us, when left to ourſelves; canhat be long 
_ faſe. () Thatfhnce Manbefore the Full could 
nat be his own. Keeper, much leſs ſince tu Ball 
can he be his own Saviour. (3.) We learn how 
derfub great our Obligations ave- to the 
ble ſſed. ſus, who recovered and ſaved us, When 
the Fa e e eee SR 


. 4 


6 e 8 nr: | 
gu tC 


vide 2 Remed for 
Dig eg Go 8 l 2 


A. Les, he ſent his * 1 2 fot him; 
© who took not on him the Nature of Angels: | 
but. the Seed of Abraham, Heb, ii. 16. 

2 * whom of Mankind did Chriſt die? 

A. He gave himſelf a Ranſom for all.z he 
tc taſted, Death for every Man';” and his Death 
was a Fropitiation 2 the Sins of the whole 

| World; 


' 
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World; though only ſuch as believe and 'obey! _ 
the Goſpel, ſha)} ſavingly partake of the Bene- 
fits of his Death. -- / 


9. Who was God Rag ey died? 


A. The Lord Jefus Chriſt, who being God 
from Ry beate Man! in the F TH of ; 


Time. 

9. How many 3 had Chrig?- 

A. Two Natures; à Divine 1 28 
God; and a Human Nature, a Man. 
2. Do theſe two Natutes mae tivo Perſons? 

A. Noz the Human Nature was uni ted to the 
ſecond Perſon in the GOdhead, and continues 
to abide in Union with it, and that for ever. 

9. In which of theſe Natures did Cheifh- | 
flex? Ta: S6 nn 8 
A. Im his . e Niatusch as Man. th 
2 In Which Nature did he ſatibfyy.or give 
Satisfaction to the Juſtice'oh Gi for out Sas ? 
. Id his en e was God | 
equal 9. Hor the Father. 

o do you prove wit * 

4 By a threefold Argument: 41. Becauſe 

he Atiributes of God ate given 0 him he is 


to be eternal, and. all-knowingy St. Jahn 


xxi. 17. Lord, thou knoweft all Things.“ 
2) Becauſe the Works of Od were-wrought 
y. him; he cleanſed; the Lepersg taiſed _— 
Dead, yea, he made tbe World," 59 
4A Things wete made by him Wa * 3 
Becauſe divine Honour is given 8 by the 
Commandment of God, Hab. i. 6. „Let * 
the Angels of God worſhip him) 

4 How prove you Chriſt to be a an 
A. Becauſe he * true Body, and a rea- 


4 ſonable 


ee 2 - 


* * 
=P 
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fonable Soul, and “ was in all Things made 
Uke unto us, Sin only excepted.” _ 


A. That he might die for our Salvation. 
- 2. Who was he born off 

A. Of the Virgin Mary. 5, 

©. Was he born in Sin, as vou ef 
A. No; he was neither born in Wn nor 


lived in any Sin; for then he could not have 


ſatisfied the Juſtice of God for Sin. 
2. How came he to be born without Sin? 

A. By being conceived of the Holy Ghoſt, 
EA What doth the Name Jz$us fonify ? 

A. A- Saviour; becaufe he was to fave his 
People from their Sins. 

©. What doth the Name of CHRIS＋ ſignify? 

A. Anointed, which denotes his threefold Of. 
fice 3 namely, of a Prophet, Prieſt, and King. 

W ny did Chriſt execute all theſe Offices ? 
A. Becauſe they are all neceſſary to our Sal 
vation, and we have the Benefit of them all. 

2. What Benefit? | 

A. All the Promiſes flow from theſe Offices, 
as Streams from their Fountain; for Inſtanee, 
the Promiſes of Ulumination andDireQion flow 
from Chriſt's Prophetical Office; the Promiſes 


of Pardon and Peace, flow from his Prieſtly 


Office; and the Promiſes of Protection = 
Defence, from his Kingly Office. 
2. Can no Man 2 Chriſt in one Office 
and refaſe him in another? 
A. No; but whoſocver wil have the Benefit 
of one, muſt receive him in all, As v. 31. 


He is a Saviour to none to whom he is not a 


Prince; and it is in vain to expect Salvation 


by 


V+ Why would Chriſt be born? 1 85 2 
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by bim, if we do not yield gubjection 10 him. 
2 What Death did Chtiſt undergo for is 


The Death of ;the:Croſs,, Which was a 


23 a painful, and ap àccutſed Deathe 
33 What became of Chriſt after his Dea? 
He was buried, ànd continued among 
the ; Dead. until the Tbitd Dey, in wth te | 
aroſe again from the Dead. _ | \ 0 31 ol 
2. Why did Chriſt atiſetat 
A. To declare he gufficiency of N | 
tion, and. the Certaingy of our; ReſurgQione 
- Why did be ariſe no ſooner, and Wy 1 
ſhould he ie no longer aHen ihe T hig Da 
A. He did ariſe no ſqoner leſt (he Prager 
his Neath ſhould; have beαν queſtioned; caghe 
did not die at all and he would lie no lnger. 
elt the Faith ofhis Diſciples ſhould bayg failed, . 
9. What became of Chriſt after his Reſur- 7 
reQandi” od) grid 2134 ve WE * 
A. After forty Days Stay upon the Earthyhe.. 
aſcended up into Hevn 0A 
9. Whereforedid Chriſt aſcend into Heaven ?- 
A. To open Heavenit6 us, and to make, In- 
tercefipn wah the, Father, for ud. q{;;; 8 „ has 
. What doth dix&fernſion teach us 2:17 
A. The Duty es Heavenly-mindedacſseghat> * 
we ſhould in; Heartand Mind aſfepd aft _ 
2 WhatHonounhasQuriftngw. in Heaven 
A. The Honour of, hiring * God's RY 
Hand; 10 3 A NM . +7 Y wilk +1108, 
Semen mean you by fitting God. 8 Ri wht. 
Hand?? TH: my ach 220% 
* That Chin is advanced unto Authority, © 
and Power, whereby he xu Thiags a 
in Heaven and in Earth. n he | 
1 1 fe bz DB Wil 


| eee Chriſt. 
Will not Chriſt comeagairvfromHeaven ?- 
A Yes, he will come again at theBnd'of the 
World to judge the IEG and Dead. 
Jn What mean by the Quick and Dead? 
Gee — ve at CLE and 
thoſe that are im their Grabes. 
Ale it certain that chere will de a Dy of 
Judgment? 
A. Ves; the geripture allures it; and the 
Confſciericey of Men expect and dread it. 
„ am on thar Judy 
ment! 15 
Mn will boden ant SR e he 
critics}, im partial and univerſal. 
2. Wer will keller upen dig Judgmenie?' 
FT noſe that have dons Good dall o into 
everlalling Life, and: thoſe that have dohe Eil 
ins everfaſtiog [Fired - i 0s 
Sg. Who i is the Third Perſon in the Teen 
whom! you profeſs. e dekeve in? | 
2 he HoLy Gos rr. 
„by b eee 
Becauſe he is eſſontially holy in WEL 
— 4 ficiendy holy, or the Author of alf true 
Holineſs in us alſd ; it being He chat “ ſanRi- 
fes e; and all the elect People ef GO . 
DV: Whatis it to believe in! the Holy Ghoſt ? 
A. Not only to believe that He is infinitely 
holy in himſelf but allo to rely pay him for 
SanRtification, and en Mealutes of Holi-: 
3 Ban als; $1: id vor atm 260 WH 


* mean you by the bly Corblick 


A All: ihe People of God, ef hee gi 
ed. Bo 2. Why 


of A. That ſon Cbriſſ's Sake, my 


RE cotta —— = 


, the Reſurrection of 


f "i of theirUnibnovithQhriit as rhe 
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1 21 Why is the Church, alles ene 
Uniterjal fo 1 21121405 

A, auſe it has aan 3s. all Ages bo 
Places, and conſiſts of all Sorts of Perſons,” = 
575 Why. ie the Cathohck Church led 
Bahn RegantgfherVorntion and Call. 
ing, as alſo in Regard of the Offices performed 
holily by her. } 436 15157 5 rad 4 


9. r you by e of 2 


- Saints gh bis 8 263 arora 


TA. K. In munion and Fellowſhip which | 
: ny 5 5 have CR 
on pirit, and ne wi anther... . - 
9. What intend you c 


Sins N 5 1241055 a4 l e e 00 


n 10 


racy if they be farſaken h A 


e 


Pri aches bee et 1 
biw bebena hatt ed x will raiſe 


ny 


that die. on boy ml nin bf Git 
What Di wih chere he betoixt 
| Righteous and this 
Winkel? .. u MDH W noi bod al 4 
. 'The Wiekgiaill bea fed bycho Power 
of Chriſh-as: theic Judge, hut che Kitzuegus by 


A /Whas mean: yen ue, you: pittcſ® to 
bUidye the Li ictier mg n Gs A 01 114 37 
A; That there are two different States:bf 
Rewards and Punifhmients-in anmnmher Wald, 
in Which the Wired ſhallnbe ſot even miſer- 
able, and the Righteous fon 149 0 
7 VV » 4 F 6 * us 
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_ I * 


. Thos 1 you have given me an Account of 

the Articles of your Belief; now let me ** 

may the Lord's Prayer 
dees Our Father, Gt!“ I” 


Pr 25 * many Parts are 0 the Love 

rayer | 

a 4. — — Parts; - nawadly;: the Preface, the 
X 


Nions, the Doxology and Concluſions” 
2. Which is the Preface f vo ch od 
A. Our Father, whith art in Hauen 
, What doth the Word Father import Has 

A. That God, to whom we'pray, is of eaſy 

Acceſs unto, and willing to grant what we þ pr 

for; and hüt we wap call upon him 

reverential Fear and holy Confidence. -. 
2. Why do we call 2 our Father? 
X. To hgnify, and ind us in Mind of > dur 


Duty, that we are not only to pray by, and for 
_ eurſelves, but with and: for others. 


. Why pray we to God as being 1 ? 
A. Toe dente this Sovervighty, Dominien 
over us and that vaſt Diftance-and Diſpropor- 


tion betwixt him and us. 015 ett: 
er War dd wo pray de inthe firſt Peti- 
> Cht403 N 2041 L 14400 71 9007 


A. In the firſt Petition [which i is, Hella. 


more peculidtly relate 40 him, may by us "and 
by all- Men er and reverenced. 


D. Why gbr our Hears:o be intently ſet 


Nan 42 5 Hallowinig PETE of 1 
ame . 


A. "Reruifochichozs hetzeuchel End of Gel 


in out Creation, ant! Bu os of God 


OE Fanny K 952; Bn 
| 2: What 
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2. What onto My the ſecond — 
tition ! 


A. Ia the ferond Petition which, is, Ty: 


Kingdom come} we pray, that J0d would de- 


thront Sin and Satan, and deſtroy theit — 
dom; that he would enlarge the Kingdom off 


| Grace, and haſten the-Kingdom, of Glory. 


2. What do we ptay for in the * 00 
tition £ 


A. In the third . which ie, Thy Wi 1 


f be done in Earth, as it is in Heaven] we: Prays2 


that the commanding Will of God may be per- 
formed by us, and all Men here on Earth, as 
univetſally, as, cheerfully, as ſpeedily, as con- 
ſtantly, as the glotiaus Angels, and che _ 
fied Saints obey i it in Heaven 
. What pray we for. in the. ovnrh Path 
— aw 1964199 ein 
A. In the fourth Petition which is, Gave as 
this Day owr daily Bread} we pray, that God 
would. give us all Things needful for this pre- 
ſent Life, à competent Portion of them. a 
Covenant Right. unto them, with a Won 
Vs and Improvement of them, 
Rs nee We:pray for. in the den re. | 
tiioq d. * 35 42, ene 
K. 10 the fifth Petitiaa (hich e 
u our Treſpaſſes. uu fargive them that treat 
againſi us] we pray, that Gd would pardon at 


our Sins freely, fully, everlaſtingly; and wg 


dle us to forgive dthers,J.if ever we expect F or- 
* of him. montana 5d 81 
What is meant by aur Treſpaſſes t. is it 
only ſuch 8 committed ? 


| A. Noz 
TW 1 = 44 45 5 a 
f — * : 


1 — 2 ” 4 C 2 be E 5 ns — 8 by 7 
* 8 ce 
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herein included, which is ours, both b 


the 3 which God only will f 


: Father f 


—— —— 
5 — 
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A. No; but (1.) Adam's Otiginal e 
putation, Inbeſion, and Imitation: And, (à.) 
other Mens Sins which we have made ours 
by exciting to them, ꝓ not hindering of chem, 
by not mourning for then. 
. What S 


1 that God would . 


ive? 
op It does not denote mop Meritoriouſ "A 


or Equality 3 23 if e. ving others we 
could merit Forgiveneſs at He © Hand of God, 


or as if we could equal. him in the Manner of 


F 
the 


wingy but it denotes the Qualifibation of 
rſon whom God: will forgive; a8 A 


Matt. vi. 15. If ye forgive höt 
their Treſpaſſes, neither 4 your heavenly | 


2. Wat do — e den as 
when they ſay the Lord's Prayer? - 
A. They pray for their own Damomibn. 

| +4 ho 4% yu! for in the inet” Pe- 
tition | % 286961 N 1 

A. In che finth Phtiviopſwhith-is, And had 
us not into Temptation, but deliver us from Boil} 
we pray what Gd would preferve! os fim 
Tetnptation, ſuocout us with his Grace under 


Temptstion, and enable us to overcome. een | 


— renal #909 ith tie beg nid ah | 
. Whar is chat hun veien bene you pr 


N from? „el 10-296 


- A. Principally the Bon of Sin; whith $the 
Fon of 8 mattes Der 


Evil 
9. What 


7* e 
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Q: What is meant by Deliueramce 


from Evil? 
4 It imports a powerful Affiftance of God's 
Grace to preſerve us from the Rvil of Sin, _ 
the * of Temptation. | 
D. What Joth er the Lord's. 
Prayer tench us te: 5s 4 nrg | 
As . The Concluſion of his e pra yer 
which is, Fur thine is the Kingdamy and 2 
oer and the Glary, for ever anit ever. Amen. 
teaches us, as it is Argumentativez: that it is 
both lawful and needſuſ to Hack our Petitions 
unto God with Reatons —_ Atguitients laid. 
before him. 
2. What need of: uſing Arguments with 
/ God in Prayer, when he is more ready to heat 
than we to pray t 
A. The estas dn nog move God to 
Audience, but to quicken ourſelves to Ferveney 
_ 2 . many Arguments” are e 
our. 
Which is the firſt . 
2 For thine i 
God has a Kingdom in the World; and that 
what we pray for, is for the Advancement of 
his Kingdom. 
* Wbat is the ſecond. Argumeat? 

. Thine is the Power; intimating, that the 
Bowen at Gab is am Argument with Rirbſelf to 
grant, and an Encouragement tous to hope, 
for the obtaining oft = Mercies an : 
want; aud crave: | * 10 ay 


33 


What is the ad | 
A Dine it the(Glory; mappings — if hes. 
we — a God, it ma 
encourage us to hope for 2 Accepts 


ac ih God, What 


s Of the Renovathig Chu 
L. Whativthe fourth Argument n 
: A. It is couched and contained in the Words, 


for ever and ever, which denote: the Eternity 


of God. It is a y Encouragement! in; 
Brayer, to conſider, that the God whom we 
pray unto, is an eternal God; fore may hope 
to receive what others have formerly received ; 
God's Eternity being tbe fame, if we act che 
ſ.me. He is the fame SELLS to Days. 
and for ever.. 

2. What is the Importance of the jaft Ward! 
in the Lord's Pra yer, Amen #--. N 

A. It does import or ſignify rer Whip 
namely, (.) An bearty Aſſentito the ſevefal 
Petitians put up to God in Praper. (2.) An 
ardent Deſire to be heard and anſwerecbꝭ in what! 
we pray for. (3.) An humble Confilende, 
and a firm e that we {hall' be -heard. 
and anſwered after we. have prayed : ware e . 
lay Amen; So be it. NN 
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Aj 
Er -e Change. 3D 
„ Yrs 8 SORTS 


40 8d having done ſo be your! 
Salvatwn, as'youthaveinow. declared, 
ſurely thore as. nothing left q you to do. 
A. God forbid that I ſnould thin ſo; for 
the Scriptutes teit me, I muſti be born. geln, | 
repent and — — the 
Goſpel, or IL ſhall never ee of 
7 St. N. LO * * n Gon 
; . When 


of the Renovating Chin ge. 


8 When may you be ſaid to be N 
A. When (together with a new Name con- 
ferred upon me in-Baptiſm) there is a new Na- 


| ture, by the ſanQifying Spirit of God, wrought. 
in me, enabling me to bring forth the Fruits of 
$obriety, Righreouſneſs, and Godkoaſs, in wy 


daily Converſation. | 
What Occaſion is thers for. ſuch a Re- 
novating Change to be wrought in du? 
A. Very much; namely, to. reſtore my de-: 
praved Nature to its primitive Integrity. Ac- 


cordingly, I need the Spirit of God's Aſſiſtance, 


in Concurrence with my own Endeayours; 10 
enlighten my dark Underſtanding, to conquer 
the Rebellicn of my Will, to rectify the Diſ- 
ek" my Affections, to ſubdue the Violence 
of my unruly Paſſions and Appetites, and to. 


reduce thoſe rebellious Powers under the Go- 


vernment and Benda of Reaſon and Re- 
ligion. 


"Why is ſuch a regenerating e Change abs 


folutels neceſſary 12. 


A. In order to our being LITE Partakers of 
— Benefits of the Covenant of Grace, às alſo 
to qualify us for, and entitle us to the Kingdom 
of Glory; for ** except a Man be born again, 
he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God, Jahn ui. 3. 
What is that Repentance which the holy» 
Scripture makes the Condition of our Pardon? 
A. True Repentance is an ingenuous Sor- 
row for Sin paſt, and an unfeigned Hatred uf 
Sin preſent, and an univetſal F orſaking oF, it 
for the Time to come. 
. 72 Is * 5 of Sin ſufficient to Repent- 
ance a 5 4 101 


114 | A. Not 
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A. Not alone; bat D 
henſion of. Mercy and Forgiveneſs with F 
and this Mercy muſt be Amel in end be 
Jeſus Chriſt. Zach. xii. 10. They ſhall look 
unto me whom they have pierced, and mourn.“ 

2. Is turning from Sin ſufficient to deno- 
minate a Perſon truly penitent ?: 

A. No; thete mult be alſo a returning unto 
God. P/al. cxix. 59. I cooſidered my Ways, 
and turned my Fect unto thy Teſtimonies.“ 

-& What ehivk you of the Antinomian Doc- 
trines, Which ſav, that Sins ate forgiven from 
Eternity; that Cod ſees; no Sins in Believers; 
is never angry with, nor pu iſhes them for their 
Sins ; neither need they at any Time to pray 
ſor Pardun, but only bor tbe Bath and Aſſar- 
ance of Pardon ? TILE 

4. Veri, ich Do art defiroiveios 
+ gbod Life j rity tend to Lieentiouſ · 
neſs, and are contrary to the Deſign and End 
of Chriſtianity. 

May you not wartantabh hope ahacSi h 
forgiven —1 though it ſtill to jou? 

A. Yes, no doubt; for I miſt not conelude 
that I have not forſaken Sin, becauſe Sin has 
not yet forſaken me. 10 
D. When ſhall a Saint get rid of this Body 


of Sin? 
put off this Body of Fleſh, 


A. When he has 


when he bas done Breathing, he has then done A 
Sinning, but not till then. 
2. What muſt he do in the mean Time? 
A. He muſt watch againſt Sin, ſtrive againſt 
it, pray againſt it, mortify and ſubdue it; and 
1 for that joyful Hour, when not only the 
Power, 


Ties -&>S 


s S 23 4 


humble, uniforms, and Cucere Obedience. . 
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Pe, but the Preſence of Sin, ſhall 3 


17 and the Chriftian rendered perfectly 
ike unto God, as well in Purity as in Immor- 
tality. 


2, What is that Faith which the Goſpel 


requires as the Condition of our Salvation? 


A. It is ſuch a practical Aſſent to the Doc»: 
trines of the Goſpel, and ſuch a fiducial Reli- 
ance on Chriſt crucified, as is productive 4 an 


2; Faith ods tiea in not ſufficient w Su- | 


vaion ? 
A. That: Faith which is ane ad kot tae⸗ 
companies with good Works, is dead: It muſt 


de an active, operative Faith that juſtifles and 


ſaves 3 even ſuth a Faith as ig the Pateht wd 


Principle of Odedieneet 


a confident Reliance . „ 


5 Will 
the 0 Ne its of Chriſt paſs for juſtify- 


ing Faim ?) 

N By W for we muſt E 
ſaves to his ruling Power, as well as fubmitour- 
ſelves to his firing Mercy; it being in vaia to 
expect Salyation by Chriſt, if we do not yield. 
Subjection to him. 

Win not Multitudes then be found Un- 
ba at the gteat Day, who do now in no- 
thing ſuſpect theenſelves }* 

A. Ves, undoubtedly; for Men are very will- 
ing that Chriſt ſhould fave them from the Guilt 
and Puniſhment of their Sins, after they have 
had the Pleaſure and SatisfaQiod to commit 
them. But thoſe whom Chriſt ſaves, are de- 
liyered not only from the Danger, but ftom the 
Dominion of their Sins, Matt. i. 24“2ʒt. 

ITY 2. Wherein 


"Fs 2 r YI. O_o 


to all God's Commandments; and this from 
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A Whereia conſiſts the Nature of that Ho- 
lineſs and new Obedience, which the Golpet 


requires as the Fruits of Faith? 
A. In the Conformity of our Hearts and Na- 


tures to the Holineſs of God's Nature; and in 
the Conformity of our Lives to the Righteouſ- 
neſs of his Laws. 


D. What are the neceſſary Qualifications 
of ſuch an Obedience? © 


A. It muſt be ſincere ang hearty, pleaſing: 
and delightful, uniform-and univerſal, conſtant 
and perſeveting, engaging us to have Reſpect 


the noble Principle and r NIIng Power of! 
divine Love. 


Can dor Obedience/in this Life be fin-- 


lei and abſolutely perfect? nnn 


A. No: the Obedience of the beſt of Chriſ- 


tians im this Lite, when. at the beſt, is but im- 


perfect, attended with much Weakneſs, and ac- 
companied with manifold Imperfections, which 
yet (upon humble Acknowledgment) Alwigbty 
God for Chriſt's Sake will. graciouſty pardon, 
EE accept, yea, W reward. 


— * 2 
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of Man? 


„An en his revealed Will dechred 
in the Moral * Nine 
O5 What 
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| D. What is the Moral Law? 
; A. A Declaration of the Will of God to 
| Mankind, direQing and obliging every one to 

perfect, perſona), and perpetual Obedience 
thereunto, both in Heart and Life... . 

9. Is any Man able perfectly to ankyer the 
VG of the Law? 

None ever could keep the 1 Law a God 
pi but the firſt Adam; none ever could 
and did keep it perfectly but the ſecond Adam, 
Chriſt Jeſus. 


D. Of what Uſe then is the Moral Law to 4 
Man fince the Fall!? | 
A. Much every Way: namely, to * all 
Men of the holy Nature of God, to acquaint 
them with their Day to him, and to make them 
ſenſible of their Obligation to Jeſus Chriſt, for 
bis fulfilling it in their Stead 3 and as a; Teſti- 
mony of our Thankfulneſs for the ſame, -to 
1 oblige ourſelves to a ſtrict 8 ot its as 
| the Rule of our Obedience. 
- O. In what is the Moral Law ſummarily 
y comprehended ? _ 
* A. In the Ten Commandments. 
Wat do the Tena ee teach 


F 


ou 
l A. My Duty towards God, and m Rutz to- 
wards my Neighbour: My Dut — God 
= being comprebended in the four firſt Command- 
3 ments, and my Duty towards my Neighbour 
1 contained in the ſix laſt Commandments. . 4 
2. And which is the firſt Commandment? 9 
1 A. Thou ſhalt have no other, c.“ 
4 2. What Duties ate * of Fn in this 
92 Commandment ? 45 
0 WI . To 
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A. To know God, and believe im him; to 
love and fear him, to ſerve and obey him, to 
"praiſe him daily, and pray unte him, to ſub- 
mit my Will in all Things to his boly Wil, 


and to long for the Enjoyment of him in 
Heaven. 


2. What Sins are forbidden in the firſt 
Commandment ? 
A. All Atheiſm, or Denial of coy Being, 
all Ignorance and Forgetfulneſs of his Com- 
mands, all Hypocriſy and Indifference in his 
Service, and. giving religious Worſhip to any 
other Being beſides God himſelf. 

E. Who. are they that offend: againſt this 
' Commandment ? 
A. The Church of Rome, in giving that 
religious Worſhip to Saints and Angels, and the 
Virgin Mary, which is due only to God him- 
4 contrary to the Scripture,” Rev; xix. 10. 
2. What is the ſecond Commandment ? 

A. Thou ſhalt not make to thyſelf; Sr.“ 

—. ben do we tranſgreſs this — nd- 
ment 

A. When we-make any Image, PiRure, or 
Repreſentation' of God, when we worſhip any 
Thing beſides God, and when we worſhip Gad 
-after any other Way and: Manner than we find 
Kr” — 3 his holy Mord. ron 
are rogue] in ws 
_ -Commandment? | 

A. To worſhip God daily both with my Soul 
and Body, according to his W in. revealed i in 
his Word. 11 


2. Who ate che Breskers of the ſoeond 


: Commandment ? ? 


- 44 A . A. All 
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A. All the Papifts and too many Proteflants. 
Firſt, The Paprfts, who make Pictures and 
Images of the Holy Trinity, and then worſhip 
them, or worſhip before them; contrary to this 
Command, which ſays, «Thou ſhalt neither 
make any graven Image, Cc. 2 bow down to 
them, nor worſhip them.“ S], All ſuch 
Proteftants as pretend to weh p Gad with their 
Souls and Spirits, but deny him the Adoration 
of their = nap ; and all others that give God 


* the Homage of their Bodies, the Tongue-and 


 theKnee, ut withhold from him the Revetence 

2 Veneration of their Hearts and Souls. 

5 ; Which i is the third Commandment? 
Thau ſhalt not take the Name, Se.“ 
„ What Duties are here required? © 

| Kt That I treat the Name of God; his At- 

ridutes an#Ordinanees his Word und Works, 

with t Reverence and Regard, both: 

Heart. S; peech, and equa. we * 

L., What Sins are forbidden in this Dom- 

mandment? 

A. All undue Thong hts of the Nature of 
God, all irreverent Ok of the Name and At- 
tributes of God, eſpecially the taking of God's 
holy * 255 our Mouths upon 'thg Lg, 
trivial Occ ia frequent r 
or O God. © — dd iS 
_ Who are the Breakers: ofthis Command- 


ment ? 


A. All ſuch as make WY and Aud] 
Vows ; ſuch as-ſwear profanety; and all ſuch 
as do not kee their Vows, and perform their 
Oaths and Pete wn 88 meh 


| their Neighbour. * zun. 
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_ » * I 4 f wh : 
— * AK _ RY . 


V W dich is the fourth Commandment ? 
A. Remember to keep holy, &c.” 


* D. What is requifes of you by this Com- 


mandment? 
K. To We the Sabbath * i 
comes; to ſanctify it when it is come; and 


not to ſpend a Part of the Day only, but the 
whole Day, in the public, private, and ſecret 


Duties of God's Worſhip, and in Acts of S. 
rity and Mercy. | 

2. What Sins are forbidden hereby Ban 

A. All Neglect of God's Worſhip in his 
Houſe, or-in our own; all bodily Labow: and 
unneceſſary Buſineſs; all Sports and Recrea- 
tions, it being a leſs Sin to plough than to play 
upon the Lord's Day. 

9. Which js the fifth Commandment ? 


| A. Honour thy Father and Mother, &..” 


9.. Whom Mr ow you by Father and 
Mother ? 


A. My natural Parent, or my Father that 
begat me; my political and civil Parent, or 


the Mag iſtrate that rules over me; z my eccle- 
ſiaſtical ee or the Miniſter that inſtructs 
me; and my domeſtical Parent, or the Maſter 


of the a that provides fot me. 
2. How do the Parents beforementioned 
tranigreſs and violate this Commandment? _ 
A. Natural Parents tranſgreſs the Command 


2 they do not love and cheriſh, take cate 
of and provide for their Children. Magiſtrates 
offend when they do not puniſh Evil-doers, nor 


rote and encourage thoſe that do well. Mi- 


niſters tranſgreſs the Command, when they do 


not watch over. the Souls of their People, in- 
ſtruct 


by their Example: And Family Governors, 


- NOrs, 


a The Ten Commandments. > 1 gy '* 
ſtrut them by their Doctrine: and direct them 


when they provide not for theit Families ſuch 


| Things as are convenient, and ate either un- 
in 


reaſonable in their Commands, unmerciful in 
their Corrections, ungodly or unrightequs in 


their Converſations. 


9, When is the fifth Commandment broken, , 


and TY whom ? 


A. (1.) When Children are dilobedient or 


diſreſnectful to their Parents, and are aſhamed - 


of them becauſe of their Poverty.  (2.) When 
Subjects do either privately plot, or openly re- 

bel, or ſecretly murmur, againſt their Gover- 
.) When People do either flight and 
deſpiſe, reject and forſake, or defraud; and 
wrong their lawful Miniſters, Laſtly, When 
Servants do diſobey the lawful Commands of 


their Maſters, and publiſh their F age and 


Infirmities to the World. 
QD. Rehearſe the {ixth Commandment. 
A. Thou thalt not kill.“ 
2. What doth this Commandment require ? 
A. All lawful Means to preſerve. my own 
Life and Health, as alſo the Life and Health 
of my Neighbour. — 

9. What Means has God e for the 
Pretetvation of your Life and Health? | 
A. A ſober and moderate Uſe of Meat, 

. Phyſick, Sleep, Labour, and. Recrea- 


"9. What elſe tends to that End? _ 

A. A due Government of.. myſelf, by ſub- 
duing my Paſſions; by moderating my An- 
ger, "by * 28 and Molicious Re- 

venge, 
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. venge, and by preſerving in myſelf a Cben. 
ann of Spirit. 


O. What Sins are forbidden in the ſixth 
8 ? 

A. The defiroyiog, of my own Life by any 
Act of Violence, by Intemperauce and Excel, 
or by neglecting any Means for its Preſerve 
tion; and alſo the hazarding the Lite of my 
Neighbour openly or ſecretly, likewiſe by de. 
_ nying to relieve him in his Wants, ara iti 
in my Power to relieve him. 

2 Which is the ſeventh Commandment] 

A. Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery,” 

9. What doth the ſeventh Commandment 
require? 1 7 
A. Chaſtityin Body 400 Soul, in Mind and 
Affection, in Speech and Behaviour, | 

9. What is neceſſary in ordet to the Pre 
ſervatidn of your Chaſticy? 

A. Watchfulneſs over all my Seuſes; Tem- 
perance in all my Enjoyments,. Moderation in 
all my Recreations, keeping of good Company, 
a ſhunning all Occaſions of Uncleanneſs, and 
reſting the firſt Temptations thereunto. 

What Sin doth the ſeventh Senait 
meat forbid ? 

A. All unchaſte Thoughts, Words, and 
Actions; particularly the groſs Ads of Forni 
cation and Adultery, and all. other Acts of - 
Vncleanneſs, together with all Provocauen 2 

thereunto.. 

- is Rehearſe the ahh Commandment, 

A. $4'T how ſhalt nat teal,” 


2 What is en in this Command 
ment? 1 
k 
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4. All Diligence and Induſtry in our Call- 
ings, all Truth and F idelity in our Dealings; 


and if at any Time, in any Manner, we have 
. wronged others, to teltore what we have. un- 


juſtly yo from them. 
9. What is forbidden, in-the eighth Fe 


2 mandment ? 


A. All ſtealing of Goods, and receiving 


Goods which we know or ſuſpect to be ſtoleng 


all fraudulent Dealings; all falſe Weights 


and Meaſures ;, all. Prodigality and waſteſul 
Gaming. 
H. What is the ninth Commandment? 
A. Thou ſhalt not bear falſeWitneſs,” c. 
S. What doth this Commandment require ? 
A. A due Regard to our own Name and 
Reputation, a great Tenderneſs of our Neigh- 
bour's good Name, and the maintaining and 
promoting Truth between Man and Mae 
ticularly in bearing Witneſs. 
9, What is forbidden in the ninth Ben 
i | 
A. Every Thin ng that, is injurious. to our 
ame; particularly Slander- 
ag, Backbiting, Tale- bearing, raſh Cenſuring 
— Judging; receiyin falſe Reports, ſtopping 
Dekade, and all undue 
Silence when Truth and Innocence ſuffers. 
2. Which is the tenth Commandment ? 
A. Thou ſhalt not covet, &c. 
2: What doth this Commandment require? 
A. A full Contentment wich our outward 


Condition, whatever it be, believing it to be 
od has 


beſt for us, becauſe the Wiſdom of 
appointed it unto us. 
1 l 


9. Is 
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. Is Contentment then with our Eſtate 


a all that this Commandment requires of us? 


A. No; but it requires a charitable Incli. 


nation, and compaſſionate Diſpoſition towatdi 


our Neighbour alſo. 

2. What is forbidden in the denth Com- 
mandment? ? 

A. All Diſcontentment with our own Con- 


dition, all Envying and Grieving at the Prof- 
perity of our Neighbour, together with all 
inordinate Affections towards any Thing that 


is his. 
— Shen TG 
e 
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| SWI AT is the proper Senſe and Signi- 


; fication of the Word Sacrament! 
A. It primarily fignified a folemn Oath taken 
by Soldiers when they liſted themſelves under 


their General; and this Oath was mutual, the 
General ſwore'to them, as well as they to bim 


9.” This Word Sactrament is not found 1 in 


Seri pture, why do you uſe it? 


A. Though the Word be not, yet the Thing 


intended by the Word is found there; for in 


the Sacraments God obliges himſelf to us by 


Covenant, and we bind ourſelves to him for 


# performin the Condition. 


2. What is a Sacrament f, | 
A. „ An'outward and viſible Sign of an in- 
* ward and ſpiritual Grace, inſtituted by Chriſt 


6 himſelf.” 


2. Which 
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Of the Sacraments: 


/ Which were the Sacraments under the 

Old Teſtament ? 

A. Circumciſion and the Paſſover. 

2: Which are the Sacraments under an 
New Teſtament? © 

A. Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper. 6 

2, Are theſe Sacraments generally ae. 
to Salvation t. 
A. Ves, they are n , becauſe it is ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation to obey. the Laws of-Chriſt;, - 
and generally ſo, that is, indiſpenſibly neceſ= 
ſary, when and where they can be had, 5 

2. If Chriſt has only inſtituted two Sacra» 
ments in his Church, how come the Papiſlt to 
talk of ſeven? | 

A. Becauſe the Church of-Reme hath. pre 
ſumptuouſly ſuperadded five more; namely, 


Confirmation, Penance, Ordination, Marriage, 


and Extreme UnQtion ; hereby uſurping upon 


' Chriſt's Prerogative. 


9. What is Baptiſm ? 

A. An holy Inſtitution of Chriſt, for. the 
Benefit of Believers: and their Seed, wherein, 
by waſhing with Water, in-the Name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, is ſignified, the 
inward Purification of the Soul = the Blood 
and Spirit of Chriſt. 

9. What is the outward Sign, or N in 
Baptiſm ? 


A. Water, and nothidg but Water Þ and 


| therefore it is a vile Practice of Papiſts to add 


Oil, Salt, and Spitile, to Water in Baptiſm. 
VL. Was Baptiſm by Water to continue after 
the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt ? 
G. 3. | A. Les, 


ns  - 


* 
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A. Yes; and was uſed afterwards, Ali's R. 
47. and Chap. xi. 16. and it is to continue to 
the End of the World. Mutt. xxviii. 20. © Go, 


Teach, and Baptize; and lo, I am with * N 


always to the End of the World.? 


J. What do theſe Words imply,“ In the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 


the Holy Ghoſt!“ 


A. That the Perſon is * baptized in the Be- 
ef and Obedience of the whole Trinity. 


2. ls it neceſſary to dip or plunge the Body : 


under Water, when a Perſon is baptized? 


A. Not at all; for the Word Baptize henifies 


to walh; and who can ſuppoſe that the Jailor 
Ads xvi.) was carried forth in the Night to a 
iver or Pond, to be baptized by hanging? 
9. Is Baptiſm in Infancy to be -reiterated: 


and HEME when a Perſon comes to riper 
Years > iT: 


A. By no Means; this being the n ? 


of our Jakixtion, or Entrance | into the viſible 

Chureh, is and ought to be but once . 
Wo are to be baptized 7 

N. Not oniy Believers, but their Iofant Oc 

ſpring. who are taken into Covenant with God 

together with themſelves, Cen. xvii. 7, 10. 


©. But Infants are not able to petform the 


Covenant Duties, how then can they be Spar 
ble of, Covenant Privileges ? Fel 

A. They certainly are as capable at Eight 
Days old to be taken Into Covenant with'Ged 
under the Goſpel, as they were at. that A 
under the Law; and it is not reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe that the Privileges of the Goſpel are ſtraiter 
and narrower than theſe of the Law. 

9. But 


- 
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| But have we any expreſs , "WEE W 
a ew” eſtament-for Infant - Baptiſm? 

A. There heeded none; bechuſe the Past. 5 
leges of Infants were ſettled under the Old Teſ-. 
tament, and were not reverſed-by Chiift or his 
Apoſtles : Beſides, tho? Infants be not nu med, 
yet they are included in Chriſt's Command, to 

baptize all Nations, Matt. xxviii. 19. Infauts 
being a conſiderable Part of all Nations. 

DH. What is EY of Perſons ts; * 
$6 baptized ? 4 Tres; 

A. Repentance aud Bann DE 
2. Why then are Iafants . 8 
<« by reaſon of their tender Age they cannot 
« repent and believe? 1 bes 

A. Becauſe they promiſe to do both, by their 
<« Sureties; Which Promiſe, when they come of”: 
c Ape, they themſelves are bound to petform\” 


©. But many bapuzedin Infancy prove ay : 
bad aftetwards. 

A. They do ſo, and 8 baptized at Age 1 
too: Duties therefore are not to be neglected, 
or to be meaſured by Events: Though the 
Preaching of Chriſt dy to ſome a Stumbling», 
block, yet muſt he be pteached for all that. 

. What Thoughis have you concer ding 
the Neceſſity and Efficacy of this Ordinance 
of Baptiſm ? ee, 
= Although'i it be a very great Sin to neglect 
this Ordinance when and hete it may be uad, 
yet Grace and Salvation ate not ſo inſeparabiy * 
annexed to it, as that no Perſon. can, de ſaved; 
without it, when it cannot be had; according 
to that known Saying of the Ancients, Non ab- 
ſentia, ſed e nnn damnat: 

* . Mon N * ; 


% 
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<« It is not the Abſence and Want, but the 
* Neglect and eee of the Sacraments | 
„ damns.” Y 
. Why was the Sacrament of the Lord's 
<« Supper ordained? | 
A. © For a continual Remembrance of the 
Sacrifice of the Death of Chriſt, and of the- | 
« Benefits which we receive thereby. ; 
What are the Benefits of Chriſt's Death, 
which we are to remember in this Sacrament? * 
A. Deliverance from our Sins, and from all 
the evil Effects and bitter Fruits of them; Re- 
ception into God's Favour here, and the Hopes 
of Heaven hereafter. | 5 
2 What is the outward Pare or Sign of 
rhe Lord's Supper ? 
A. * Bread and a Wine; which the Lord bath 
«commanded to be received. J 
V What do you learn from hence? 
| Two Things: (1.) That the Bread and 
Wine continue in their natural Subſtance aſter 
Conſecration as well as before: And (a.) that 
we are to receive under both Kinds, the . 
as well as the Bread. 
9. Are not Bread and Wine poor and mban- 
Things to repreſent the Body and Blood oh 
Chriſt ? 
A. Although a Piece of Bread and aDraught 
of Wine are Things of fmall Value in them 
ſelves, yet they are great in reſpect of their Uſe 
and End; as a Pennyworth of Wax applied to 
a Deed, may be advanced to a thouſand Pounds 
in Value, though inconſtderable i — itſelf. 
2. What doth the breakin 3 
and pouring out of the Wine ſignify 


25 The | 


on the Saen tag”. 

4 The breaking of-Chriſt's 
ſhedding of his Blood upon the Croſs, for our 
Redemption and Salvation. 

What doth the givi and uk of | 
| 50 000 Wine ſignify 7 5 15 * 

A. Theſe Actions ſignify God's s exhibiting, - 
and Believers applying of Chriſt, and all his 
Benefits, to their own Souls. 

2. «© What is the inward Part, or Thing 
© ſigniſied ? 

A. The Body and Blood of Chriſt, Which 
© are verily and indeed taken and received by- 
<« the Faithful :” that is, they which have 4 
true Faith, do really partake of the Fruits and 
- Benefits of Chrift's Death. q 
| . Bray are they that ought to come to the 

s Su 
A. All 4 ws by Baptiſm do make a Profeſ: 
ſion of Chriſt, — whoſe Converſation doth - 
not give their Profeflion the Lie. 

. What Obligation do ſuch lie, under 10 
come to the Lord Supper? 

A. A double Omg 0 (1-) In point of | | 
Duty, Chriſt's Word commands it.  (2.) In 
point of Intereſt, our Wants requite it. 

9. What Kind of Command have you % 
approach the Lord's Table? 

A. The Command of a Sovereign, the Cn 
mand of a Saviour, the Command of a dying 
Saviour; a Command of Love, an eaſy and 
delightful, an advantageous and vroteble 

Command; ſuch a Command as, if we duly '- 
obſerye it, wi enable us to keep all the Com- s 
mandments of Chriſt better. "But withal it is 
ſuch a Coinmand, that if we wilfully.live in 

; G5 Wes © 


Body; and the 
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the Neglect of it, we cannot be called Chriſ- 
tians, but-ſhall be treated- by Chriſt as Ene- 
mies, and Deſpiſers of his dying Love. 
2. What is it in the Death of Chrift that 
| you mo called upen to n at his holy 

able 

A. The Painfulneſs of his Death, the Me. 
ritoriouſneſs of his Death, the Voluntarineſs of 
his Dying, the Acceptableneſs of his Death to 
God, and the Advantageouſneſs of his Death 
to ourſelves. | 
. After what Manner ſhould we rerfiems 
ber the Death of Chriſt at his holy Table? 
A. Underſtandingly, reverentially, ſorrow- 
fully, humbly, thanktully, TB and fre- 
quently. , 

e What are the Benefits whereaf we are 

% made Partakers thereby ?: | 

A. „ he. n and refreſhing of 
© our Souls by the Body and Blood of Chriſt, 
«© as our Bodies are by the Bread and Wine.” 

2. Why. is it then that ſo many turn their 
_ Banks upon Ca Ordinance? . 
A. Some abſtain and keep away out of Fear, 
and others out of Sloth; - the Guilt of ſome 
Mens Conſciences ſtates them in the Face, that 
they dare not come at all; and others are not 


willing to take Pains to prepare themſelves, 


that they might come wright. 


Df. What Preparation then is requ ired of 
them who come to the Lord's Table ? 


A. To examine themſelves whiether the; 

«© repent them truly of their former Sins, lice. | 

« faſtly purpofing 1 to lead a new Life, to have a 

« lively Faith in God's Mercy through e 
0 «wit 
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* with a thankful Remembrance of his Death, 
„ and to be in Charity with all Men.“ 

2: Is then the Danger of unprepared com- 
ing to the Lord's Table, the only Danger we 
are to fear ? RES F 

A. No, verily ; but the Danger of Unwor- 
thy Refuſing is certainly as great as that of 
»Unworthy Receiving ;. for Sins of Omiffion 

are no leſs damning than Sins of Commiſ- 
fon: Such as * of the Marriage Sup- 
per, eſcaped no better than he that came wich- 
out the Wedding-Garment; both were pu- 
niſhed, the one for his Diſobedience, the other 
for his Diſreſpet. It i therefore beſt and 

ſafeſt to follow St. Paul's Advice, 1 Car. xi. 28. 
Let a Man examine timfelf, and ſo let him 
eat of that Bread, and drink of that Cup.“ 
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4 Prayer to be uſed on the Lord's Day Morn= | 
ing: or at any other Time before we go forth 
. to 'Publick Worſdip. TO 


o 


i — . 
4 


Almighty and moſt gracious Lord God! 
| who art greatly to be feared in the Aſ- 
ſemblies of thy Saints, and to be had in 
Reverence of kf them · that are, round about 
Thee: Although thou art infinitely exalted 
above all the Prayers and Praiſes, above all 
the Adorations and Acknowledgments of thy 
Creatures, yet ſuch is thy aſtoniſhing Kind- 
neſs and Condeſcenſion, as not only to indulge 
us a Liberty of drawing nigh unto Thee, but 
alſo to account thyſelf highly honoured by us, 
when we come into thy Preſence, to cele- 
brate thy Praiſes, and to renew our Acquaint- 
ance and Communion with Thee in the Es. 
lick Duties and Exerciſes .of thy, Worſhip 
and Service. In an humble Senſe of our Uhr 
worthineſs, in a chearful Compliance with our 
Duty, and in a thankful Acknowledgment" of 
our Privilege, we deſite to go forth this Day to. 
+ worſhip at thy Footſtoo!, and to pay out Vows | 
in the great Congregation. God Almight 
pardon to us all the Errors of our Life paſt, 4 : 
ſuffer them not to ſtand this Day as a Paxtition- 
Will betwixt thy Majeſty and our Souls, to 
hinder either the Aſcent of eur Prayers up to 


Aa. 


: 


152 A Prayer on the Lord's Day. 
Thee, or the Deſcent of thy Grace and Mercy 
upon us. Help us ſeriouſly to conhder, now ' 
our Faces are toward-thy- , whoſe Word 
it is we are going forth to hear, whoſe Work 
It is we are about, and unto whom we muſt. 
all render a ſtrict, and, for-aught we know, a 
very ſudden Account, ſor all the Opportunities 
and Seaſons of Grace we are entruſted with, 
Let us hear that Word of thine which ſhall- 
be either read or preached this Day unto us, and 
receive it alſo as a Meffage ſent from Heaven 
unto us, to guide us in the Way that leads thi- 
ther ! O let us love thy Commandments, trem-- 
dle at thy Threatnings, and hope in thy Pro- 
miſes. Let us, and all that ſhall join with us, 
hear thy Word without Prejudice, entertain 
thy Truths without Partiality, and obey from 
the Heart that Form of Doctrine which ſhall- 
be delivered to us. N 
Succeed with thy Bleſſings the Labours of 
_ all thy Miniſters and Ambaſſadors this Day; 
and eſpecially be with thy Servant whom thou 
haſt ſet as a Watchman over this Place and 
People, that he may ſpeak as the Oracles of 
God, and deliver thy Meſſage plainly and per- 
ſuaſively, that it may become effectual for the 
informing of our Judgments, for the renewing - 
of our Natures, for the reforming of our Lives, 
and for the eternal Salvation of every one of 
our precious and immortal Souls in the Day of 
our Lord Jeſus, who hath both directed and 
commanded us when we pray to ſay, Our 
Father, &c. 
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I Prayer to be uſed on the Lord's Day Evening, ; 
or at any other Time, after we have attended- 
upon Almighty God in his Publick Worſhip. 


Me ST glorious and holy Lord God! We 
& thy unworthy Servants * humbly preſent 
ourſelves this Evening at the Footſtool of thy 
Throne of Grace and Mercy, to offer up unto 
thy Majeſty, the God of our Mercies, our Even- 
ing Sacrifice of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, for. 
all that abundant Grace and Goodneſs which 
we have experienced from Thee in the whole 
Courſe of our Lives. We bleſs Thee for our. 
Creation, that thou madeſt us reaſonable Crea - 
tures, capable of knowing, ſerving, and enjoy- 
ing Thee our great Creator. We magnify. 
Thee for our Preſervation, that by the ſame. 
Omnipotent Power which created us at firſt 
out of Nothing, thou. haſt ſuſtained us to this | 
Moment in Life and Being, in Health and 
Strength, when ſo. many are either gone down 
to the Chambers of the Grave, or confined to 
Beds of Languiſhing and Weakneſs, weary of 
their Beds and their Lives together, O our 
God! how doth. the Health and Eaſe of one 
Day, deſerve the Thankfulneſs of our whole 
Lives! But above all, we adore Thee for thine, © _ 
ineſtimable Love in our Redemption by the 
Son of thy Love, the Holy Jeſus: We thank 
Thee, that he lived exemplarily, that he died 
meritoriouſly, and that he roſe again victoriouſ- 
ly ; that he aſcended into Heaven triumphantly, 
and there intercedes for us at the Right * 
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of his Father and our Father, of: his God a 


our God: For all the invaluable Fruits and 


Benefits of this our dear Redeemer's Under- F 


taking for us. We laud Thee, we bleſs "Thee, = 
we magnity Thee, we glorify. Thee, we give 
Thanks unto Thee, Holy Father, Heavenl 
King, Almighty. and Erohifiing God; 10 
humbly beſceching Thee, that as thou haft been 
pleaſed to call us to the Knowledge of thy Son, © 
and to believe in him, fo thou wouldſt increaſe”? 
this Knowledge, and confirm this Faith in us 
'evermore; that every one pF us that namęth 
the Name of Chriſt may be careful to depart- 
from al] Iniquity, and may walk worthy of our 
holy Profe nion, anſweiing the Dignity and 
Obligation ot our Chriſtian Name, We bleſa 


Thee alſo for the Miffion and Deſcent of the 


Holy Ghoſt, to be a Witneſs of our Saviour's 
. aud to ſupply the Want of his bo- 
diy Preſence. We moſt earneſtly beſeech Al- 
mighty God that every one of us may be quick 
Ks by his Renovation, that we may be/aQed ' 
by his Influences, and animated in our Devo-- 
tions by his Aſſiſtance: O may all our good 
Purpoſes and pious Reſolutions, which are the 
Effect of the Holy Spirit's Inſpiration, be per- 
petually cheriſhed in our Minds by him, which - 
otherwiſe will fade and wither, will languiſh/ 
and die! We can never ſufficiently, O Lord, 
magnity thy Mercy and Goodneſs 157 the in- 
valuable Gift of the Goſpel to us, which has 
revealed unto us the Way of Salvation, and for 
the many Opportunities enjoyed by us of hear- 
ing the Word of thy Grace diſpenſed to us. 
Pardon our great Unthankfulnef for the Con- 


tinuance 
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"WA of thy Ordinances, and our great Un- 


froitſulneſs under them. We conteſs with 
Shame and Sorrow, we bave been too careleſs 
and inattentive Heœarers of tby holy Word, re- 
membering little and practiſing leſs. How . , 
often have we turned our Backs upon thy holy / 
Table, as if we judged the Love of our dying 
Redeemer not worth remembering by us? Or 
if we have not wholly neglected that ſacred Or- 
dinance, we-have not fo grown in the Graces | 
and Comſorts of. thy holy Spirit by it, as we 
might have done. 

Forgive us the Sins of this Day, more eſpe- 
cially pardon the Iniquizies'of our holy Things, 
our-Unp:eparednels for, our Backwardneſs to, 


our Deudneſs and Daa in, the Performance 


of thoſe high and holy Duties, we have this, 
Bay been engaged in; let out Perſons and Per- 
forme nces find a gracious Acceptance with 
Thee, in and through our worthy M. -diator,; 
For whoſe Sake receive us and outs. into uf 
ProteQion this Night; may we lie down in thy 
Fear, ariſe in thy beg and our Reſt be ma 
refreſhing to us, and we thereby better Mic” - 
to ſerve Thee in our ſeveral Vocations and. 
Callings, in the Day that is approaching. Ex» | 
tend thy Compatlion to the whole World;. 
pity the e Ruins of Mankind; ſend 
forth the Light of thy Goſpel into the dark 
Corners of the Earth, that periſh. for Want of 


Viſion: Eſpecially remember thy Church 


wheteſoevet diſpeiſed, or howſoever Ailttelled; | 
be a perpetual Protection and Defence to that 
Part of thy Church which thine own Right 
Hund has planted, and hitherto ſo miraculouſly. . 
preſerved. 


— 
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8 in theſe Nations to which we belong. 
e thank thee, O Lord, for all the wonderful 
Appearances of thy Power and Goodneſs to- 
wards us; 2nd we beg of Thee to eſtabliſh us 
upon ſuch Foundations of Righteouſneſs and 
Peace, that it may never more be in the Power 
of our reſtleſs Adverſaries to diſturb us. 
'O Almighty God, guide, bleſs, and protect 
thine anointed Servant, our Sovereign Lord 
King GEORGE; let his Days on Earth be 
many and happy; and after a long and reli 
ious Reign upon a peaceable and unmoleſted- 
rone, crown him with the Rewards of a 
glorious and bleſſed Immortality. | 
« Bleſs him and us in his Royal Relations, 
with all the Nobility, the Judges, Magiſtrates, 
Gentry and Commonalty of this Land; and 
rant them all the Wiſdom and Grace to fear 
_ honour the King, and to love one ano- 
ther. 5 | $995 H 
But for the Sake of all, bleſs all thoſe that 
adminiſter unto Thee in holy Things, and let 
all the Governors and Paſtors of thy Church 
further the Edification of it by Soundneſs of 
Doctrine and Holineſs of Life; but eſpecially 
bleſs the Miniſtry of thy Servant in this Pariſh, 
and make it ſucceſsful for the Converſion, Edi- 
fication, and Salvation of all that fit under it. 
Remember all the Sons and Daughters of 
Sorrow and Affliction, and diſpenſe thy Mercies 
ſuitable to their various Neceſſities: Do Good 
to all our Friends, Relations, and Acquaint- 
ance. Pardon and forgive our Enemies; and 
do more abundantly for us, ours, and all thine, 
than we are able to aſk, or worthy to —_— 
g | of 


„ uf Family Prayer . | 157 | 


for Chriſt's Sake; in whoſe Name and Words 
ve further call upon thee ; Our Father, & c. 


. Kr en n 
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Eternal, Ever-glorious, Ever-gracious a | 
| ' merciful Lord God ! Than filleſt Heaven | 
with thy Glory, the Earth with thy Goodneſs, | 
* and all Places with the Immenſity of thy Pre- | 
ſence. We pray Thee to fill our Hearts with | 
_ awful Apprehenſions of thy great and glorious 
Majeſty, that whenever we come before Thee, 
ve may ſanctify thy Name in all our religious 
| Addrefies to 'Thee. | 8 795 
We holily admire, and humbly adore thy 
Divine Goodneſs towards us, in this invaluable 
Privilege of being admitted to the Throne of 
Grace, which our dear Redeem er has purchaſ- 
ed for us; by Faith in whoſe Mediation it is 
that we offer up our Prayers and Supplications 
now unto Thee, beſeeching Thee for his Satis- 
faction- ſake, to pardon our Iniquities, and ſor 
his Intercefion-ſake to hear our Prayers. | 
It is, O Lord! the fincere Deſire of our 
Souls tis Morning, to give Glory to thy Name, 
by a free penitent Acknowledgment and Con- 
feſſion of our Sin and Guilt, which has ren- 
dered us all juſtly liable and expoſed to thy 
Wrath and Gurte „ CN a SH i8 
| - Particularly, we lament: before Thee the 
Want of the original Purity and Perfection of 
dur Natures, the Loſs of thy divine Image, 
Which was ſtamped. upon our Souls in the firſt 
Creation: O how haye we, by our ſorſaking 
. kt of. 


=D 


1 


* 


: 


ct eee 


a f Thee, forfeited thy Favour, and loft thy 
- Likenefs ; being by NatbreChildrenof Wrath, 
decauſe Children of Diſobedience. 
Help us alſo to lie down at thy Footſtool, in | 
a ſorrowful Sight and Senſe of the manifold 9 
_ Tranſgreſſions, and Provocations of out 
ives. 
Humble us greatly for all the Follies ind . 
Indecencies of our Childhood; for the Vanities {| © 
of our Youth, and the Sinfulneſs of our riper 0 
Years; for our Sins of Ignorance and avainſt 
Knowledge, of Weakneſs and of Wilfulnelſs, 
of Omiſnon and of Commiſion, againſt thy | 
Law and againſt thy Goſpel, againſt the Mo- 
tions of thy Holy Dicke, and the Checks of 
our ewn Conſciences. We lament and bewail 
them all in thy Preſence; 5 ſhey are our Grief- 
and our Shame, and the Burden of our Souls: 
God Almigaty pardon them unto us blot them | 
out of thy Book; buiy them in our/Saviour's 
Grave, that they may never ariſe more, either 
in this World to ſhame us, or in the World \ 
to come to condemn us. 
And as we humbly itaplore thy n 
Mercy for the Errors of our Lives paſt, ſo we 
do impottunately beg the Aids of thy dwine 
*Grace to impower us againſt the Dominion - 
dot Sin for the Time to come; let the Grace 
- of God, which has appeared to us in thy Goſ- 
pel, teach every one of us practically bo deny 
all Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, and to live 
ſobetly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent 
World. And may Almighty God diſpoſe us 
all by his Grace for ever to continue faithful 
to him, that with full Purpoſe: of Heart we 
5 3 may 


„ 


— 
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may cleave unto the Lord; and continuing 
ath, we may obtain the Crown 


faithful unto De 

of Life. „ 048. | 
Prepare and fit us for thy whole providential 
Will and Pleaſure. . We pray Thee compoſe 


our Minds in all Conditions of Life, to a quiet 


and ſteady Dependence on thy good Providence, 
that we may be ſolicitouſly careful for nothing, 


but in every Condition, by Prayer and Suppli- 
9 cation, let us make Our Requeſts known to 


God: Mind us of our Mortality, and let us 
never be forgetful of our latter End; help us to 


_ + conſider and underſtagd how frail woe are, and 
let us wiſely ,prepare for that great Change of 


ours, which will tranſlate every Soul of us into 
an unchangeable and everlaſting State. 
Extend thy Goodneſs and Compaſſion ts the 
whole World: Pity the deplorable Ruins of 


Mankind: Think upon the dark Corners of 


the Earth, whe.e thy Goſpel is not preached 2 


And whereyer 'T hou haſt à Church planted, 


... , perpetually watch aver it, and be a Protection 
to. it: Continue thy laying Kindneſs to this 
Church and Nation to Which we belong, par- 
don ouc Sins, withhold thy Jane heal 
our Breaches, compoſe our unreaſonable Divi- 


fions : Bleſs our Governors, eſpecially thy Ser- 
vant on the Throne, let his Reign over us be 
long and proſperous. Bleſs all the Goyernors 


and Teachers of thy Church, particularly him 
and his Labours-who adminiſters to Thes and 


us in holy Things. Let all in an afflicted Con- 


dition be had in Remembrance by God; give 


them Patience under their Suffer ngs, Advan- 


age by them, and in thy good Time à happy 
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flue and Daliveranas out of them. Bleſs all 


our Relations, Friends, and Acquaintance : 

Pardon and forgive our Enemies, and enable 
us to ſorgive them alſo. 

And now, O Father of Mercy! e we 

y T hee, our humble and hearty Thanks for 

4 thy Goodneſs towards us; particularly ſor 

our Creation, Preſervation, and all the Bleſ- 

: - ſings; of this Life; but ef pecially and above 

all, for thy wonderful Fan in_the Redemp- 

* of Mankind by the Son of thy Love, the 

ly Jeſus: We bleſs Thee for the Means 

; of race, and for the Hope of Glory. We 


thank Thee for all the Comforts and Conve- 


. Hiences of Life afforded to us; for thy 
Hand of Providence over us this laſt Night, 
And for raiſing us up this Morning to fee the 
Light of another Da Take every one of us 
into thy particular are and Protein- 
per the Labour of our Hands, and bleſs us in 
A our law ful Unertakings; preſerve us from 
the Evil of Sin, and keep us in perpetual 
Peace and Safety, through Jeſus Chriſt our 


we further cail upon Thee; YR 
Our Father, &c. 


4 


poo? Fanih 3 for the Evening 


8 Eternally glorious and incomperdentibly 
great and gracious Lord God; who art 
infinitely exalted above all the Prayers and 
Praiſes of glorious Angels and glorified Saints, 
* r 0 18 5 CO Ore of (hy! Grace and 
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Lord; in whoſe prevailing Name ene, | 
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. Goodneſs, as not only to invite us into thy | 
2 but alſo to account thyſelf honour ed 
. 

cquaintance aud Communion with Thee 
uties and Exetciles of thy. Worlhip 
and 1 demie, 92 

We humbly pray, that none of our Iniquities 
may divide or ſeparate betwixtGod and us, and 
 whereinſoever we have offended, be gracious 
to us in the Pardon and Forgiveneſs of it. wh 
Pardon, O Lord, our Original Corruption; 

gainſt us the Follies of our 
Childhood, the Sins of our Youth, or the Pro- 
: vocations of our riper Years, but according to 
the Multitude of thy tender Mercies in Chriſt 
ſus, blot out our Tran , waſh us 

ughly from our Wickedneſs, and cleanſe 

us from all our Sins: Create in us a clean 
| Mani, O God, and renew a right Spirit within 
us ;” purge us, O Spirit of Purity, and ſo ſhall 
we be clean; O waſh us in the Blood of the 
Immaculate Lamb, the crucified Jeſus, 180 + 
ſo ſhall we be whiter than Snow. 1 
And grant, O Lord, that we may never 
more return to the Love and Practice of our 
formes Sins, but proclaim and proſecute an 
open and irreconcileable War againſt them; 
yea, enable us by thy Grace to die daily o 
them, and to live unto Rightebuſneſs and true 
Holineſs, continually mortifying all our evi! 
and corrupt Afftctious, and daily Late N | 
in all Virtue and godlineſs of Living.” + 

Guide us, we pray Thee, through all the 
difficult Paſſages ot our Lives, by the Conduct 
of thine unerring Providence, and in all Con- 
n H ditions - 


to ourſelves, leſt we become a Prey to every 


Temptation, but carry us Was rhrough all | 


the Difficulties of Life, an port us pow 


erfully in and under the Agonies of Death. 
Keep us ever mindfulb of our latter End, and 


from flattering ourſelves with the Hope and Ex- 
pectation of a long Continuance of Time here 
in the World; but let it be out great Ambition 


and Deſite, not ſo much to live long, as to %s 
well, to be uſeful and ſetviceable to Alatighty: 


God in our Place and Generation; knowing 


that it is nõthing but a uſeful and well ſpent 
| „and our 
Reſurrection glorious: And, O G, merci 


Life that can render our Death happy 


fully aſſiſt and ſuocour us in our laſt Moments: 
<« in the Hour of Death, and in the Day of 
ment, Good Lord, deliver us.“  Remem- 


inp 


Kingdom of Sin, Satan, and Anti 4 en« 


give Him the Heathen for his Inheritance, and 
the uimolſt Parts of the Earth for bis Poſſeſſion. 
Be favourable and gracious to theſe Nations 


of England, Scotland, and Ireland: Humble us 


for all our prdvoking Sins, avert our impend- 
ing Judgments, prevent what we fear, remove 
vhat we feel, and in thine own Time eſtabilſn 
us upon ſuch Foundations of Righteouſneſsand 


Peace, that it may never more be in the Power * 


of our reſtleſs Adverſaries to diſturb us. 
Bleſs our Governors, and all that are in Au- 


thority over us, both in Church and State, eſpe- 
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ditions of Liſe let thy Grace be abundüutt7 

ſuficient for us: Leave us not one Moment 


r all thine all the World over; roy the 
large the Borders of thy Son's Kingdom, nd 
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bf offow and Affliction, eſpecially an har ; l 1 


to their Faith, and Seriouſneſs to their Repent- 
ance; raiſe them up. i ĩt be ty Mul. and 


f their Pives i Fear, and to thy Glo 
| 1170 are us ele ke Adverfity 15 2 
| ys We b als an praiſe thy Ho Name 


ä n z. for the 5 iy 


_  andStrength, for thy.watchful Cars and gc 
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| Thought, Word, or Deed, committed againft 
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- | * Ki . it, 1 Fire, Storm, and 


vines we awake in RR Morning, let us be ill 
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esd u and grant that, ugger the | 
Ado Ay his nity Sr may lead g 4 
16 pen cable Lives f 1 all G Sean and 


nelly. Remember all the Sons and Dau hrs | 
are near nid Jear to us, lying under thy 


in bodily Sickneſs; ſanRifyz we pray Tide, all - 
chy Fatheriy Corrections to them, and grant that 


t add 


ie 
them Wiſdom and om to lead the Reifdue 


or all 74 Mercies vouchſafed to us: yh the - 
ource and Fountain of 770 2 All, the Holx 
eſus; for all the in yble uits and Bene- 
ts of his Incarnation, Ref 8 . 


e 
s of future Glory, W 

alſo 815 tempor al.B leſngs, for 50 P 
our Reaſon, for the Preſervation, of our bee 


'rovidence over us this Day, 


Pardon us che Sins of this Day, whether in | 


thy. Divine Majeſty; take us this Night into 
thy. Care and Protection, and give us comfort - = 
ableR . Repoſe; A Pr this Habit Men: | 
em- 
Na „and from every ſad Accident; deliver Aur 
— the Power and Malice of evil Spirits, 
keep us out of the Hands of evil, Men. And 


with 


43% 


with Thee; and 
Callings, 


O 


of thy Love amazin 
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every one of us, in our ſeyeral 
ſerve Thee-faithfully and painfully 
to our dying Hour. All which we humbly. 


beg in the N d Mediation of the infi- 
2 n — who in Compaſſion to 
[nfirmitics commanded us to A2 8 


A e. 


Eternal and ever- dleſſed God ! Thou art 
in thyſelf 1 glorious, in the Son 
gy gracious. In all Hu- 
mility I bow before Thee, adoring thy Divine - 
by whoſe Power I was brought into 
orld, and by whoſe Providence I have 
| ed to A Moment. I acknowledge . 
— I brought a ſinful Nature into the World 
with me, from whence all actual Tranſgreſſions 
have flowed and proceeded, as impure Streams 
from a polluted Fountain. O Lord, humble 


me, and Fs reatly, for my ori inal Corry 


tion, for the ollies of my Childhood, for the : 
' Vanities and Impieties of my Youth, and the | 
and Provocations of my riper 
Years; give me a particular Sight of them; 
work in my Soul an ingenuous and godly Sor-- 
row for them, and an entire Hatred and Enmity 
cept of the Death and Suffer- - 
_ ings of thy Son, as a full Satisfaction of hy 
Rice for all that Wrong 1 haye done to the 
— of wa Law, and enable me 11 F aith 
to 

| OY he» 
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againſt them: Ac 
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thy Holy Spirit, for the Time to esme, ſo di- 


rect, e govern both my Heart and 
Life in che the 
Works of thy Commandments, that in all my 
Thoughts, Words and Works, I may ever ſeek. 
thy Honour and Glory, and may ſo order my 
Converſation 4 4 t, that atDeat 


ays of thy Laws, and in the 


Salvation of God.. Prepare me for a Sick Bed,, 


and fit me for a dying Hour: O let not God 
de a Stranger, nor my Conſcience à Terror to 
me when 1 come to die; but do thou merci- 
fully aſſiſt and ſuccour me in my laſt Moments . 
In the Hour of Death and in the Day of 
Judgment, Good Lord, deliver me, and. son- 
duct me ſafely to thine Everlaſting Kingdom. 


I blefs thy Name, O Lord, for that Pro. 


vidence of thine which has 8 mne to the 
o prevent me 
with thy Grace, ſo direct and aſſiſt me by thy 
holy and good Spirit, that I may not this Day 
run into any Sin and Temptation; that I max 
not follow nor be led by any worldly or carnal 
Luſts; but rl CIS and — 3s 
to perform my Duty to thyſelf and my Nei- 
5 4 with ſuch Care, Fid:lit , and \=4 NE 
neſs, as may be acceptable both to God and 
Man. I humbly commend this Church an 
Nation to thy merciful Care and Protection. 


Light of another Dep ; dothou 


Let our gracious Sovereign live in thy Sight, 


and rule in thy Fear; and let all his Subjects 
fear God, honour the King, and love one ne- 
ther. Afﬀiſt all thy Miniſters in their hard and 
difficu)t Work, and 3 their Endeavour | 
n T 
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may ſee the 


A # Prayer for @ private Perſor. i688 
to repoſe the entire Truſt and Confidence of my 
Soul on the Sufficiency of his Merits... O let 
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with th Blefling, particular Servant 
. who. L rs among us in thy apt be fo ' hg 
trine. Pity all in an aMiQted Condition, pardon, 
their Sins, a1d ſupply their Wants. Remember 
. ._ 21 my Relations for good, requite the aner 
of my Friends, and forgive my Enemies, a 
enable me to forgive them alſo, Tos er- | 
cies, with whatſvever elſe thou knowelt to be 
| . for me ang al! Mankind, I humbly beg, 
in the Name and Mediatign' of i my dleſſed ** 
| Fs boxing as he bas taught * a 


+ Our Fuhr, be. £ wo 7 2 


5 ker Proj for! a privt i By 


$ M498 T holy and . 84 Lord Goat 
8 the Father of Mercies, the 2 of 
Gootneſs; and the Author 0 Geer 


ne e in this Eyening to Kg 13 55 . 

ear, to adore aud * N Ons 

Mate , for thy gracious C ate 40 P. 155 dene 

over m the Day paſt, Pardon, moſt merciful 

80315 I moſt humbly beſcech Thee, whatever. . 

2 CGH.” or whatever Duties I 

255 r. d this Day, contrary to my Reſolu- 

bl and Obti ations ; pity my Weakneſſes, 
£8 my 5 55 Endeavours do ſetye ang 

proce 75 Wherein! Ny been wont. go 

5 p71 help me to r more — "N 

wherein 1 ** been catele and negligent, le 

me uſe greater Rage ence 2 1rcumſpection;. 


help n me! nore ſe. lid 1 io © under . 
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oſ Sin which I carry about with me, and which: 
ſo intertupts me iu thy Service, that h,“ I 


wauld do Good, Evil is preſont with me. And 
O chat the Senſe af the Corruption which 1 


find ſtirring in my Soul, may cauſe me more 
earneſtly. to implote the Help af thy bleſſed 
 Spirit,-which alone can enable me to mortiſy 


allimy evil and corrupt Affectionms, to den 
all Ungodlineſs and worlely Luſts, and to live 

ſoberly, righteoufly; and godly in this/preſent _ 
World.“ - Raiſe np my Heart and my Aﬀec- 


tions above this World and the Things below, 
and place them upon thyſelf, and the Things 
that are above; belp nie daily to call to mind 


ser the Supplications and Prayers which have 
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the Things of Etefnity and anotherWorld, and 
to believe them-as certainly as if Iſaw them 
with my badily Eyes. Hear, O Lord, and an- 


deen put up unto Thee by any of thine this 
Day, on the Behalf of this Church and Nation: 


L 


ö 
b 
N 


Grant that Peace and Happineſs, ruth ane 


Juſtice, Religion and Piety, may be eſtabliſhed 


ſon of thy Servant Ki 
At 


ng G'foX Gt from 
tempts of Vialence; and let all that are in 


among us for all Generations. Secure the 7 5 


Authority under him exedute Judgment asd 


%% Juſtice impartially, to the Puniſhment of Wiek 2 


edneſs and Vice, and to the Maintenance of 


- - "thy true Religion and Godlineſs. Let all that 
| - miniſter unto Thee in Holy Things endeavour, *; 
both by the Purity of their Doctrine and the 


Piety of their Lives, to win many to a Love of 
- Holineſs and Religion, that they may ſhine as 

the Stars for ever and ever, Pity all thoſe who 
dee in a worſe Condition than myſelf; ſupply 
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their Wants out of Abundance, and wich 
in me a Readineſs of Diſpoſition to adminifter 1 
to their Neceſſities according to my Abilit 

Accept my thankful Returns to thy „ Majeſty | 
for all thy Mercies, for the Fountain of them 
all, the holy Jefus ; for all the invaluable Be- 
nefits of his. Incarnation, Death, Paſſion, Re- 


ſurrection, Afﬀcenfion, and Interessen for - 


-— 


the Gift of thy Holy Spirit, for the Light of 
thy glorious ofpel, for all the Comforts and 
Conveniences of Life afforded to me, which 
many better than myſelf are deprived of; for 
thy watchful Care and good Hand of Provi- 
dienee over me this Day. Receive me into thy '- 
Protection this Night, ſanctify my Reſt, and 
keep me from ſinning againſt thee upon my 
Bed; let the natural Repoſe of my Body put 


me in Mind, that ere long I mult fleep in Pe 


Boſom of the Grave, and wake no more til! 

the Morning of the Reſurrection; for which 

ſolemn Hour, good Lord, prepare and fit me 

and all Mankind, by a renewed Frame of 
Heart, and a religious Courſe of Life, for thy 
Mercies Sake in Chriſt Jeſus, who hath botb 

: * and e me; when [ Pr to 
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ay Our Father, &e. 
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dwelleſt in the high 
in the humble, lowly, Sd contrite Heart; in 
a deep Senſe of thy adorable Excellencies, and. 
of my own Vileneſs and Unworthineſe, I come 


8 n and AE Fu an A | 
wat eavens, 9 


unte Thee, beſeeching Thee, for the Sake of i 


thy dear Son, to accept of me, a 3 Prodi 
\now returning to T hee, and ca 757 at 
; thy Feet, who am by Nature a Child of Wrath, 
5 Practice a Child of Diſobedience, and there- 
_ Fore liable and obnoxious to thine everlaſtin 
Wrath: But Thou of thine infinite Goodneſs y 
baſt promi ſed me thy Favour and Frlendſhi 
Chriſt, if at the Call and Invitation of thy 
pel l will accept the Merit of his Death 5 
fubmir to the Authority of his Laws, and pro- 


claim and proſecute an open and irreconcileable | 5 
War againſt all known Sins, the Enemies of 


mmy Glory, and Diſturbers of my Peace. 


Lord, I heartily lament them, and from the 


Bottom of my Soul I renounce, them all, whe-. 


ther in Thought, Word, or Deed, committed | 
af Fainſt — Iv , BY "Majefty 7 faithfully covenants... | 


ing with hee, for the Time to come, not to 
alfa myſelf in any known Sin, but to ule. al” 
. thoſe Means which 1 find preſeribed by Thee 
in thy Word for m Foiritual Advantage, and 
for the Death and 1 Betructton of all my Cor 
raptions. O thou God and Father of Heaven, 


been from everlaſting, I dedicate myſelf, Soul, 
Body and Spirit, to ty Service and Glory, 2 
| 7h | a fmall + 


80 
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_ whoſe Thoughts of Mercy towards me have 4 
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* - @ ſmall Return of Duty and Thankfulneſs for 

. thy wondert Love, promling to ſexve Thee in 
1 —— ed Java 1 the Days of 
| VE ie. hou bleſſed Jeſus! the euious 
% Ls b of God, whoſs Soul Ns Ta Of.” 
| fexing fanSin, and who haſt declared thy Rea- 
dess to'receive. and embrace. Repeniing and 
-  -Returhing Sinners, receive me graciouſly who 
: 5 am Weary. i d heavy laden with the Burden of 


ugto Thee. Iown bx pa unworthy to gather 
up the Crumbs that fall from thy Table, much 


ing ſuch 1s thy condeſcending Grace and Love 
dere wich all Humilit eren for my Lord 
© and Saviour, for my Kine, 


tify this Engagement. And, O thou holy and 


Church and Children l enable me to rehgn my- 

ſelf entirely unto the Guidance and Dominion 

of thy Grace, that I may evermore hereafter 

walk in the Spirit, and not fulſil the Luſts of 

the Fleh. _ And. now that Jam going to thy 

- holy Table, in Obedience to my Fo 

mand, to commemorate hisdying Love, vouch- 

_ fafe thy gracious Preſence with me, and render 

thyſelf powerfully preſent to my Mind and 

'Thoughts.: O help me, that I may attend my 

Lord without Diſtraction ; enable me to give 
up myſelf an holy and acceptable Sacrifice to 


do follow my bleſſed Lord's Example, and to 
| bat RE I 
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mySins, and humbly deſire by Faith td approach. 


more unworthy to be entertained at it; but ſee- 
. toinvite me to the Participation of Thyſelf, Ido 


rieſt, and Prophet: 
O permit me to come to thy Holy Table to ra- 


good Spirit. the Sanctiſier and Comforter of thy _— 


rd's Com- 


my Redeemer, who has given himſelf a mexĩto- 
rious Sacrifice for my Redemption. O helpme- * 


WS 


_ _ Sulfevings, 


2 a © * * * 9 + 
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| treadin'the-Stops of his moſt holy: Life. Let 
me admite and imitate his condeſeending Hu- 
mility, his fervent Charity, his Patience under 
his Readineſs te forgive Injuries? 

and let the ſame Mind ever be in me, which. 

was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus: that having been 4 

welcome Gueſt at the Table here on Fach 1 
may hereafter be adjudged worthy to be called 
to the Supper of the Lamb, and may feaſt with 
my: bleſſed Redeemer in his everbaſting Kings _ 
dom. All which 1 aft in the Name, . 3 
e the Mediation of "Io garde "i 


a JOY" Fans wala Oy : N 


4 Prager e the Soorament.” 


| re R ever bleſſed. by thy y great, 225 

| _ — 2 — holy Niawe: © Lords 1155 all — 

5 Favours and Benefits vouchfafed, A 
— — and to all Mankind; particularly for 

thy invaluable Love in giving thy dear San „% | 

die for me as 2 Sacrifice, and to be my ſpiri- 

tual Food and Suſtenance in the Hol A | 

ment. Lord, who and what am TI, 5 thow. 

haſt deen pleaſed to admit me this Day i into thx 

Preſence, to renew my Covenant with Thee, 


| which I habe ſo often and fo peryerſely brokers. * 


before 'L hee I have once mere lifted up p wy 

Hands to the moſt high God, and ſworn Alle- 

gianoe to my Sovereign and my Saviour; 

| keep it in the Purpoſe of my Heart for ever to, i 
oontinue ſtedfaſt in thy Covenant; and let gel | 
| dnn of a 3 ure me, | 
's | NO 
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172 A Prayer after the Sacrament. __ 
angry World. be ever able to drive me from 
my Duty, or hinder me in the Way of Well- 
doing. Holy Father accept, I beſeech Thee, 
of that renewed Dedication which I have made 
of. myſelf. this Day unto Thee, even of my 
whole Man, Soul, Body, and Spirit, to thy Ser- 
vice and Honour. And now, Glory be to 
Thee, O God the Fathef, whom I ſhall from 
this Day forward with an humble Expectation 
look up unto, as my Father and God in Cove- 
nant; Glory be to Thee, O God the Son, 
who haſt loved me, and waſhed me from my 
Sins in thine own Blood, and art now become 
my Saviour, my Juſtifier and Redeemer: Glor 
be to Thee, O God the Holy Ghoſt, who bait 
by the Power of thy victorious Grace overcome 
the Obſtinacy of my Heart; and turned it from 
Sin to God. O Lord God! Thou haſt been 
pleaſed to permit me to renew my Baptiſmal 
Covenant; O grant me the Aſſiſtance of thy 
Grace, that | may be faithful to that Covenant; 
for truly I am thy Servant, heartily devoted to 
thy Fear; O let me never more ſtart aſide from 
my Vous like a broken Bow, but give me ſuch 
a Stedfaſtneſs and Stability of Mi , ſuch a 
Firmneſs and Fixedneſs of Reſolution, that my 
after Converſation may be ſuitable both to my. | 
preſent Profeſſion and future Expectation; that 
fo I may in all Companies, and in all Condi- 
tions, walk worthy of him that has called me 
to his Kingdom and Glory. And let the Senſe 
of my R r's Love this Day to me, en- 
flame my Heart with a never-failing Charity to | 
all Mankind, whom I pray God to do Gd 
| ; | 1 uto, 
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humble and reverent to all my Peres, meek. . 
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. unto, \. efpeciatl to his Church and to N 
Nations, — 5 work in the Minds of alk 


Chriſtians a Dread of his holy Name. Grant kf 3 
that they may honour and obey their Superiotz 
both in Church and State: Give them an un- 


feigned Charity one towards another. All 
which Mercies I humbly beg in ba TOR, 5 


the holy Jeſus, ſaying, 
Our Father, Rees: 
A fror for a Child to be tht Morning 2 * of 


Agbs G50, OY madeſt me TA haſt 
| reſerved me to this Hour, I praiſe. and 
ctorify thy Name for all thy Mercies. 
+ upon me, and, bleſs me, I humbly 
Peſeeth hee; pardon all my Sins, and give 
me Grace to remember and put in Practice my 
Baptiſmal V ow, by *« renouncin the Devil and 
all Nis Works, the Pomps and V anities of this 
wicked World, and all the ſinful Luſts of the | _ 
Fleſh.” O de thou incline my Heart to that 
which is ; give me Grace- to fear Thee, 
and to keep th 127274211 make me 
 [dutiftl to my % Father and Mother, loving to my. 
Brothers and Siſters] obedient to myTeachers, 


ü and courteous to all People. 


Preſerve me from bearing Malice « or Hatred \ 


in my Heart, from Lying and Stealing, and from. 

2 8 . evil Thoughts, Words and Actions. Guide 
me by thy holy Spirit, that I may live to thy 
Glory, and kereby obnin ne. Life. 


Lord,. - | 
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Lord, bleſs all my Relations and ms | 
fave and defend them and me from all 


Dangers Ii Day or Nigbt} and evermore, 
| through Jens Cbriſt'our Lord.” Amen. © 
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n 1 am no in thy Houſe, aft, F 
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